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Ohio Academic Content Standards:  Analyze the major political, economic and social developments of the 1920s including the Roaring Twenties and the Harlem Renaissance (History, Benchmark F, Indicator 9)

Research and explain how music and composers both influence and are influenced by society and culture. (Music, Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts, Benchmark B)

Explain how and why visual art forms develop in the contexts (e.g. cultural, social, historical and political) in which they were made. (Visual Art, Historical Cultural and Social Contexts, Benchmark A)

Specific Topic:  Harlem Renaissance

Dewey Numbers/ Subject Headings:  700.89, 810.8089, 920, 921
This pathfinder explores a variety of resources about the Harlem Renaissance.  It particularly focuses on museum resources.

Museum Websites

Oklahoma City Museum of Art

http://www.okcmoa.com/harlemrenaissance/
View narrated art by prominent Harlem Renaissance artists.  Learn more about the Harlem Renaissance by exploring a Harlem Renaissance timeline.  Find good books to read about the Harlem Renaissance in suggested reading lists for young readers, middle readers, and adult readers.   Access a 40 page curriculum complete with image cards about the Harlem Renaissance.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art

http://www.metmuseum.org/TOAH/hi/hi_harlemren.htm
http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/the_block/index_flash.html
In the Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History, you can view the works of three Harlem Renaissance artists:  Romare Bearden, Jacob Lawrence, and Faith Ringgold.  You can read an essay relating to these works and information regarding their individual paintings.  The Met also has a feature exhibit just on Romare Bearden.  In this interactive exhibit you can get a guided tour, listen to jazz as you look at Romare’s painting The Block, and create your own art.  There are also lessons for teachers.

The Whitney Museum of American Art

http://www.whitney.org/www/jacoblawrence/index.html
This online exhibit is packed with information about Jacob Lawrence and the Harlem Renaissance.  You can explore Lawrence’s art work, learn about his painting methods, view Harlem Renaissance timelines and much more.  Teachers have access to webquests based on Lawrence’s art with themes of migration, injustice, and working women.  There are also many lesson plans for teachers.

The Phillips Collection

http://www.phillipscollection.org/research/over_the_line/index.html
This online exhibit has a step-by-step tour through Jacob Lawrence’s life, his art, and concludes with lesson plans for teachers in all subject areas.

Smithsonian American Art Museum

http://americanart.si.edu/education/johnson/
This exhibit features the Harlem artist, Willliam H. Johnson.  It includes information about his life and has lesson plans that provide a closer study of his paintings. 

Jazz Museum in Harlem

www.jazzmuseuminharlem.org
Teachers or students can access a video archive of clips relating to jazz in Harlem.

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

http://rockhall.com/education/resources/lesson-plans/sti-lesson-2/
There are several lessons on Langston Hughes and the Blues for teachers located at this museum website.

Cleveland Museum of Art

http://www.clevelandart.org/learn.aspx
Under the Learn tab, teachers can find an entire distance learning program on the Harlem Renaissance.

Books

Fiction

Andrews, William. L.  Classic Fiction of the Harlem Renaissance.  Oxford.

Cullen, Countee.  Caroling Dusk:  An Anthology of Verse by Black Poets of the Twenties.  Citadel.  1993.

Giovanni, Nikki.  Shimmy Shimmy Shimmy Like My Sister Kate:  Looking at the Harlem Renaissance through Poems.  Holt. 1996.

Hurston, Zora Neale.  Their Eyes Were Watching God.  Perennial. 1998.

Nonfiction

Beckman, Wendy Hart.  Artists and Writers of the Harlem Renaissance. Enslow.  2002.

Candaele, Kerry.  Bound for Glory:  From the Great Migration to the Harlem Renaissance, 1920-1930. Chelsea House.  1996.

Haskins, James.  Black Stars of the Harlem Renaissance.  Wiley. 2002.

Hill, Laban Carrick.  Harlem Stomp!  A Cultural History of the Harlem Renaissance.  Little, Brown.  2004.

Hughes, Langston.  The Big Sea:  An Autobiography. Farrar. 1993.

Hurston, Lucy.  Speak, So You Can Speak Again:  The Life Of Zora Neale Hurston, Doubleday.  2004.

Knopf, Marcy.  The Sleeper Wakes:  Harlem Renaissance Stories by Women.  Rutgers Univ. 1993.

Marks, Carole.  The Power of Pride: Voices that Stirred a Nation during the Harlem Renaissance.  Crown Publishers, 1999.

Rau, Dana Meachen.  The Harlem Renaissance. Compass Point Books, 2006.

Wintz, Cary D.  Harlem Speaks:  A Living History of the Harlem Renaissance.  Sourcebooks. 2006.

Videos

Against the Odds:  The Artists of the Harlem Renaissance.   PBS, 1993.

Harlem Renaissance:  The Music and Rhythms That Started a Cultural Revolution. Kultur Video, 2004.

Zora’s Roots.  PBS, 2008.

INFOhio Resources

Art Collection—Search for individual artists like Aaron Douglas, Palmer Hayden, Augusta Savage, Selma Burke, Jacob Lawrence and W.H. Johnson

Biography Reference Bank—In addition to searching for some of the artists listed above, try searching for musicians like Bessie Smith, Duke Ellington, Fletcher Henderson, Fats Waller, Cab Calloway, Chick Webb, Eubie Blake, James Johnson, and William Grant Still.  Or you could search for writers like Langston Hughes, Countee Cullen, Zora Neale Hurston, Claude McKay, James Weldon Johnson, or Wallace Thurman.

Digital Video Collection—Try searching for Harlem Renaissance.

Ebscohost—Restrict your search to biographies and try searching for some of the artists, musicians, and writers above.

World Book—Search for Harlem Renaissance or try searching for individual artists, musicians and writers.

Realia

Posters and teaching activities from the Picturing American set (National Endowment for the Humanities): The Migration Series, no.57, 1940-1941 by Jacob Lawrence and The Dove by Romare Bearden.

