Literature of the Great Depression

Name: Julie McLain

Names of Members in Partnership: Kim Barrett, Joe Briggs, Shane Stevens

School/City: Wellston High School, Wellston, Ohio

Workshop Location: Columbus Museum of Art

Grade Level:  10th grade 

Curriculum/Subject Area:  English

Ohio Academic Content Standards:  Reading Processes, Reading Applications, Writing Applications, Communication: Oral and Visual

Purpose: This pathfinder provides resources which will help students develop an understanding of the many ways people in the U.S. communicated their problems and experiences through literature during the Great Depression.  

Museums

MUSEUM RESOURCES

For Teachers:

▪ The Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
Site URL: http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/educat33.html
The site is appropriate for students and teachers. Sections are marked for each. Teachers’ section has links to online documents, curriculum guides, and more. Site also has links to museum exhibits with photos.

▪ The Youngstown Historical Center of Industry and Labor. Youngstown, OH.

Site URL: http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/youngst/
The museum is part of the Ohio Historical Society. Teachers can schedule field trips online and print out resources in .pdf format to prepare for the visit. (Ed. materials available through the Ohio History Teachers site at: http://www.ohiohistoryteachers.org/03/02/ne04.shtml.

For Students:

▪ Between a Rock and a Hard Place. An online tour of the Smithsonian exhibit on American Sweatshops from 1820 to present.

Site URL: http://americanhistory.si.edu/sweatshops/
Enter the history section and choose 1880-1940 to locate section of exhibit appropriate to the 30’s. Click on pictures to view photos and read explanations about the exhibit. 

▪  Michigan Historical Museum: The Depression News, The 1930’s
Site URL: http://www.sos.state.mi.us/history/museum/explore/museums/hismus/1900-75/depressn/index.html
Linked to background information, pictures, and an additional exhibit, “"I remember . . .

Reminiscences of the Great Depression” where visitors can read accounts of life in the 1930’s. 

▪ Museum of Radio and Technology 
Site URL: http://oak.cats.ohiou.edu/~postr/MRT/index.htm
Located in Huntington, WV, the museum has a variety of photos of radio history, depicting operation and production appropriate to the study of labor and industry.

▪ National Women’s History Museum Presents a History of Women in Industry: The Depression and WWII (1930-1945). 

Site URL: http://www.nwhm.org/exhibits/womenindustry_12.html
Text and accompanying photos highlight women’s contributions to the workforce during the Depression through WWII. Much of the text is linked to an extensive bibliography for further research.

▪Oakland Museum of California: Picture This, Depression Era
Site URL: http://www.museumca.org/picturethis/3_2.html
Photos of the migrant worker experience in California.

▪ Tenement Museum sponsored by New York PBS station.

Site URL: http://www.thirteen.org/tenement/virtual.html
Visit a 1935 tenement building through a virtual tour using QuickTime VR player.

INFOhio RESOURCES 
▪ American National Biography 

Search can be completed by occupation. Choosing labor and refining to area such as steel and iron workers or other relevant area provides a list of biographies appropriate for current research on labor and industry. 
▪ Annals of American History 

The Great Depression section of Britannica’s database contains 71 entries related to the Depression, covering 1929 through 1939.

▪ Encyclopedia Britannica 

Search for the Wagner Act and other key related terms.

WEB REOURCES
For Teachers:

American Memory Learning Page:

▪ Great Depression and World War II, 1929-1945
Site URL: http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/timeline/depwwii/depwar.html
Teacher resources connecting to the exhibits related to the Great Depression. Site provides suggested keywords for searching the American Memory site for exhibits related to the Depression.

Note: Teachers should select “The Learning Page” link for all American Memory exhibits listed in the student resources below to view related lesson plans.
▪ National Archives: Archives Library Information Center
Site URL: http://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/new-deal-labor.html
A bibliography of NARA resources.

For Students:

American Memory Exhibits:

▪ America from the Great Depression to WWII
Site URL: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/fsachtml/fsowhome.html
Photos for research and project preparation. 

▪ American Life Histories. 

Site URL: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/wpahome.html
Life histories from the Federal Writer’s Project. 
▪ The Migrant Experience
Site URL: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/afctshtml/tsme.html
Linked to important people and primary sources, including information on the Farm Security Administration (FSA) as related to the Great Depression and labor of the 1930’s. 

Other Web Resources:

▪ America in the 1930’s from the American Studies Dept. of The University of Virginia

Site URL: http://xroads.virginia.edu/~1930s/front.html
An interactive site with a variety of resources from the decade from print to film to a timeline.

▪  American Experience: The Hoover Dam
Site URL: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/hoover/index.html
Although planned prior to the 1930’s, the building of the dam employed many workers in the 1930’s to complete the project. This site highlights their experience.

▪ Americans in Depression and War: a report from the US Dept. of Labor
Site URL: http://www.dol.gov/oasam/programs/history/chapter5.htm
A great deal of reading but packed with labor related research and information.

▪ Digital History developed by the University of Houston

Site URL: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
Linked to a variety of primary documents and information related to The Great Depression, including salary data.

▪ The Flint Sit-Down Strike Audio Gallery at Historical Voices

Site URL: http://www.historicalvoices.org/flint/index.php#
Listen to audio and view a slideshow about General Motors’ sit-down strike of 1936.

▪ General Motors: History of the 1930’s
Site URL: http://www.gm.com/company/corp_info/history/gmhis1930.html
Overview of GM’s production in the 1930’s.

▪ The New Deal Network and the New Deal Document Library
Homepage: http://newdeal.feri.org/
Search documents related to the New Deal by subject, including social security documents, labor documents, steel mill documents, and agricultural and automobile labor documents. Site also has links to photos and lesson plans.

▪ The New York Times coverage of the Stock Market Crash

Homepage: http://www.nytimes.com/library/financial/index-1929-crash.html
View front pages from 1929 and read the paper’s coverage of the Stock Market Crash.

▪ Ohio’s Steel Mill War
Site URL: http://academic.csuohio.edu/clevelandhistory/Issue3/articles/steelpage4content.htm
Site explains major activities in the steel industry of the 1930’s.

▪Studs Terkel: Recordings from Hard Times
Site URL: http://www.studsterkel.org/htimes.php
Listen to recordings from interviews done for Terkel’s book Hard Times (listed in nonfiction below) about the Depression.

▪ USDA and Rural Development in the 1930’s
Site URL: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/pub/jan99/1930s.html
Explanations and pictures of farming/agricultural events of the decades. Good source for students focusing on agriculture and migrant workers.

BOOKS

Reference:

▪ Burg, David F. The Great Depression. Eyewitness History Sers. updated. ed, Facts on File, 2005.
Uses primary sources to tell the story of the Great Depression with index to find appropriate labor/industry related entries.

▪ Carr, Charles, ed. Articles on History of Industries and Underground Railroad in Youngstown. Youngstown, OH: Youngstown Public Library, 1958.

Part of a special collection, this reference piece is a local publication of news articles originally printed in the Youngstown Vindicator, covering history of local industry.

▪ Hogan, William Thomas. Economic History of the Iron and Steel Industry in the United States. Lexington, MA: Heath, 1971.

Five volume series with comprehensive coverage of steel industry over several decades. Students can refer to this series, available at the public library, to chart changes in the local industry from the 1930’s through the 1970. 

Nonfiction:

▪Blumenthal, Karen. Six Days in October: The Stock Market Crash of 1929. New York: 

Atheneum Books, 2002.

Looks at the causes and results of the crash with illustrations – a Robert Sibert Honor Book.

▪ Green, James. The World of the Worker: Labor in Twentieth Century America. American Century Series. New York: Hill and Wang, 1980.

Chapters are divided by decades. Chapter five, “The Depression, The New Deal, and The New Industrial Union,” is an essential read for gathering background information for research on unions and the mills.

▪ Editors of Time Life Books. This Fabulous Century: 1930-1940. Alexandria, VA: Time-Life Books, 1969.  
Although the book is almost 40 years old, the chapters titled, “The Worker Finds a Voice” and “The Hard Grip of Steel,” contain a variety of photographs and appropriate information for students gathering an understanding of workers’ problems in 1930’s America. 

▪ McElvaine, Robert S. The Great Depression and the New Deal: A History in Documents. Pages from History Sers. Oxford Press, 2000.

Uses songs, poems, interviews, photos, and other primary sources to tell all aspects of the Depression era.

▪ Rylant, Cynthia. Something Permanent. Orlando, FL: Harcourt, 1994.

Poems tell stories of the Great Depression based on photographs of Walker Evans.

▪ Terkel, Studs. Hard Times: An Oral History of the Great Depression. 1970. New York: Pantheon Books/Random House, 1986. 

Ffirst-hand accounts as told to interviewer Terkel. Students studying labor and industry can use table of contents and index to find accounts appropriate to their research on unions or migrant workers. Additional readings provide insight on other aspects of the Depression. 

▪ Wollman, David and Donald Inman. Portraits in Steel: An Illustrated History of Jones & Laughlin Steel Corporation. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 1999.


Although the focus is the Jones & Laughlin Steel, this resource highlights all facets of the steel industry. Students studying the Great Depression should look at chapter five, “Surviving Depression.”


Fiction:

▪ Bell, Thomas. Out of This Furnace. 1941. Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1976. 

Fictionalized account of three generations of Slovak family who eventually find work in Pennsylvania steel mills. The story of third generation Dobie follows his attempt to help unionize a mill. Recommended as supplementary reading for students interested in the immigration experience and the story of family life. 

▪ Ingold, Jeanette. Hitch. Orlando, FL: Harcourt, 2005.

At 17, Moss Trawnley joins the Civilian Conservation Corps. during the Great Depression after he loses his job. The story presents an aspect of the 1930’s that many teens will not have studied in previous history classes – the CCC.  

▪ Steinbeck, John. The Grapes of Wrath, 1939.

▪ Steinbeck, John. Of Mice and Men, 1937.

Both novels tie in with the migrant worker experience and stories of life during the Great Depression.

MEDIA RESOURCES

United Streaming by Discovery Education (school subscription required)

Homepage: http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
▪ American History: America's Economy: Sorrow and Hope. Discovery Channel School. 2005.

Teachers guide available. Video broken into 14 segments highlighting causes and effects of the Great Depression. 

▪ Great Books: The Grapes of Wrath. Discovery Channel School. 2001.

Teachers guide available. Video in 12 segments with five focusing on the migrant worker and organizing laborers.

▪ History in Focus: 1930-1939. United Learning. 1996.

Highlights all aspects of the decade, including labor and science and technology in nine segments.

