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Benchmark F: Identify major historical patterns in the domestic affairs of the United States during the 20th century and explain their significance.
1. Analyze the causes and consequences of major political, economic and social developments of the 1930s with emphasis on:

(a.) The Great Depression.

Grade 10/Economics


Benchmark B: Explain how the U.S. government provides public services, redistributes income, regulates economic activity, and promotes economic growth and stability.

1. Analyze the impact of the Great Depression and World War II on the economy of the United States and the resulting expansion of the role of the federal government.

Specific Topic with Explanation: The Great Depression 

Students will search for information regarding the events of the Great Depression that led to an economic downturn which lasted from 1929 through the dawn of World War II.  
Dewey Cell Number: 973.91
Subject Headings:

Stock Market Crash

Hardship and Hope

Roosevelt, Franklin D.

New Deal

Description of Pathfinder: 
This pathfinder is designed to provide access to reliable information with an emphasis on museum resources.  Said museums illustrate the hardship, sorrow and hope through first hand accounts, photographs and videos.  
Museum Web Sites
Cincinnati Museum Center

http://www.cincymuseum.org/
This museum located online or at Union Terminal, offers journals articles, guest speakers, photographs and other materials that support research on or about the Great Depression.
Cleveland Museum of Art

http://www.clevelandart.org/
This site offers a plethora of art from the period of the Great Depression.  It is useful in analyzing thoughts, feelings and life during the time period.

Guggenheim Museum

http://www.guggenheim.org/
This museum offers several prints from the time period of the Great Depression, including those of Norman Rockwell.  It is valuable in giving a picture of the feelings during the Great Depression.

Library of Congress

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/timeline/depwwii/depwar.html
This fascinating website offers a multiplicity of materials spanning from the Stock Market Crash through World War II, including photographs, primary source accounts, artifacts, art and entertainment of the period and valuable other resources.
Metropolitan Museum of Art

https://www.metmuseum.org/
This museum offers artistic expressions from the Great Depression as well as a timeline and description of key events.

National Portrait Gallery

http://www.npg.si.edu/
This museum not only offers several prints of the time period, but also some archived articles that add to its resourcefulness of the Great Depression.

Ohio Historical Society

http://www.ohiohistory.org/
The Ohio Historical Society museum offers an abundance of materials on the Great Depression, including articles, photographs, timelines and reading responses.
The Smithsonian
http://www.si.edu/
The Smithsonian offers pictures with descriptions and articles all surrounding the Great Depression, lives of the people, hope and despair and the reaction of various groups of people.
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Reference and/or Professional Resources

Blegen, A.H..  A Forgotten World: Lessons From the Great Depression.  1st Books Library, 2003.

Guide to multiple lessons to use while teaching the Great Depression.

The Great Depression and the New Deal.  Social Issues Resources, Inc, 1979.


A supplemental teaching unit from the National Archives.
Instant Social Studies Activities Folder: The Great Depression.  Scholastic, 2002.


Instant activities and reproducible sheets on the Great Depression to teach in social studies classes. 
Video

Brother Can You Spare a Dime? (DVD), Image Entertainment. 1999.


This movie captures the history and culture of the time in a documentary type fashion.

The Great Depression-1930’s-5 hours of Early Films on DVD (DVD). 

Included in this documentary are instructional, educational, classroom films, newsreels, and public service announcements amongst other primary source videos.

Historic Travel US- In the Grip of the Great Depression Volume I, (DVD), 2005.

People of Britton, South Dakota, face the challenges of the Great Depression in their everyday lives.

Historic Travel US- In the Grip of the Great Depression Volume II, (DVD), 2005.
People of Britton, South Dakota, face the challenges of the Great Depression in their everyday lives. 
Project Twenty: Life in the Thirties (DVD).  Alexander Scourby, 2003.


It is a magnificent look at a decade that included the depression, the Roosevelt years, and labor disputes.
