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Combining Art with High School Language Arts
Karen Rathburn

Partners: Liisa Hake and Quinne Buzzard

School:  Ashtabula County Joint Vocational School

Workshop:  May 2, 2007 - Western Reserve Historical Society, Norton Gallery

Grade levels: 12th grade
Subject Area:  Information Literacy

Ohio Academic Content Standards: Read a variety of award-winning material for educational and personal enjoyment.
Topic: Promoting Reading with Graphic Novels in the High School Library

This pathfinder provides resources to discover the nature of and need for graphic novels in the high school setting.  It explores fiction, as well as nonfiction materials, museum sites and research articles.

Dewey Call Numbers:

FIC

025.2

741.5

973

Subject Headings:
Graphic novels

African Americans -- Biography -- Graphic novels  

Asian Americans -- Graphic novels 

Graphic novels -- Authorship -- Juvenile literature 

Graphic novels -- Bibliography  

Graphic novels -- Comic books, strips, etc. -- Fiction

Crime -- Graphic novels

Graphic novels -- Fiction   
Libraries -- Special collections -- Graphic novels 

Photographers -- Graphic novels  

Graphic novels -- Publishing

Graphic novels -- Study and teaching 

Graphic novels -- Young adult literature   
Comic books, strips, etc. -- Young adult literature  

School libraries -- Collection development -- United States

Museum Web Sites for Teachers and Students
Cartoon Art Museum - http://www.cartoonart.org/ - San Francisco, California
“The Cartoon Art Museum is the only museum in the United States dedicated to the preservation and exhibition of cartoon art in all its forms.”  Wonderful links to museums, books, publishers, exhibits, etc. 
Museum of Comic and Cartoon Art - http://www.moccany.org/ - New York

“The purpose of the Museum of Comic and Cartoon Art is the collection, preservation, study, education, and display of comic and cartoon art.” There are online exhibits, a web log and a link to an online library.

The National Cartoon Museum – http://www.cartoon.org/ - New York
“Our mission is to collect, preserve, and exhibit animation and cartoon art. Our goals include entertaining the public, serving as an educational resource, and broadly promoting public awareness of the art form.”  The various comic art genres are explained and exemplified and the history of the comic art form is explored.
The Norman Rockwell Museum - http://www.nrm.org/page63  - Stockbridge Massachusetts
The museum is presenting, LitGraphic: The World of the Graphic Novel, from November 10, 2007 through May 31, 2008.  “This hallmark exhibition explores the art and history of the graphic novel offering commentary and original works by the field’s most celebrated historic and contemporary practitioners including Brian Fies, Marc Hempel, Mark Kalesniko, Peter Kuper, Lynd Ward, and many others.”  The site does a preview of current exhibits. 

The Words and Pictures Museum - http://www.wordsandpictures.org/index.cfm - Virtual
This virtual museum is “dedicated solely to the preservation, interpretation and exhibition of contemporary comic book artwork.”  It offers links and lists and articles and education about comic genres and their effect on popular culture.

Books – Nonfiction

Crawford, Philip Charles.  Graphic novels 101: selecting and using graphic novels to promote literacy for children and young adults: a resource guide for school librarians and educators.  Salt Lake City, UT: Hi Willow Research & Pub., c2003.

Spilsbury, Richard. Comics and graphic novels. Chicago, Ill.: Heinemann Library, c2007.

Weiner, Stephen.  The 101 best graphic novels. New York: NBM, c2001.

Professional Resources

Art Bomb - http://www.artbomb.net/home.jsp - Great introduction to the comic art genres.  Many reviews, synopsis, articles and links.

Bussert, Leslie.  “Comic books and graphic novels: Digital resources for an evolving form of art and literature”.  C&RL News.  February 2005. Vol. 66, No. 2. http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/crlnews/backissues2005/february05/comicbooks.htm
Comics Worth Reading - http://comicsworthreading.com/ - provides reviews, links, articles and suggestions for using comics.  While aimed at the comic industry, it is powerfully helpful to library professionals.
Library Thing - http://www.librarything.com/catalog/moccany - a listing of the books available through the Museum of Comic and Cartoon Art.  
No Flying, No Tights - http://www.noflyingnotights.com/ - An online graphic novel review site divided into children, teen and adult categories.  It is a wonderful reference for professionals, and a great site for students to explore.

INFOhio Electronic Resources

EBSCOhost Database

Galley, Michelle. "Going 'Graphic': Educators Tiptoe Into Realm of Comics." Education Week (18 Feb. 2004): Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. 4 June 2007. <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=12390619&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>.

Gustafson, Chris. "What Librarians Can Do When Kids Don't Pass the State Reading Tests." Library Media Connection (Feb. 2007): Academic Search Premier. EBSCO.  4 June 2007. <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=23909636&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>.

Thompson, Terry. "Embracing Reluctance When Classroom Teachers Shy Away From Graphic Books." Library Media Connection (Jan. 2007): Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. 4 June 2007. <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=23594505&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>.

NewsBank

"Graphic novels go beyond stories of superheroes." The Blade. 28 January 2007, Toledo, OH. NewsBank NewsFile Collection. 4 June 2007. <http://infoweb.newsbank.com/>.
SIRS Discoverer
Mays, Jonathan.  “Manga and Anime.”  Faces. Jan. 2006, Vol. 22, No. 5, pp. 24-27. SIRS Discoverer. 4 June 2007. <http://www.sirs.com>
Radford, Bill.  “Picture Books: Graphic Novels Gain Popularity with Teen Readers.”  Colorado Springs Gazette, Colorado Springs, CO.  Dec. 5, 2002. SIRS Discoverer. 4 June 2007. <http://www.sirs.com>

Books – Fiction
Doyle, Arthur Conan. The lost world. http://www.unmuseum.org/graphicclassic/lostw/cover.htm  June 4, 2007.

Jeffrey, Gary, Petty, Kate. Lincoln: the life of America's sixteenth president
New York: Rosen Central, 2005.  

Miller, Frank, Varley, Lynn. 300.  Milwaukie, Or. : Dark Horse Books, c2006.  

Talbot, Bryan. The tale of one bad rat.  Milwaukie, OR: Dark Horse Books, 1995.  

Willingham, Bill, Andrews, Esao. 1001 nights of snowfall.

New York: Vertigo/DC Comics, c2006.  

Winick, Judd. Pedro and me: friendship, loss, and what I learned.  Real world (Television program: United States) New York: Henry Holt, c2000.  
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