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Information Literacy: Finding a Topic for Middle School Research Fair
Name:  Jennifer L. Thomas

Names of Members in Partnership: Joan Roberts, Deborah Palatas, and Jennifer Haley

School/City: St. Brendan School/Hilliard, Ohio

Workshop Location: Columbus Museum of Art

Grade Level/Intended Audience: 8th Grade/Middle School Research Fair Presenters

Curriculum/Subject Area: Language arts, Social studies, Library Media, and Technology 

Ohio Academic Content Standards:  

Grade 8: Language Arts Standard IV: Uses a variety of informational and technological resources to communicate.

Benchmark 1: Formulates open-ended research questions (assigned or personal interest) and modifies questions as necessary during inquiry and investigation.

Benchmark 3: Evaluates the usefulness and credibility of sources (author, accuracy, objectivity, publication date, and coverage) and defines primary and secondary sources.

Benchmark 5: Compiles and organizes the important information and selects appropriate sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.

Specific Topic with Explanation: Middle school teachers (particularly 8th grade) and students who are planning a short or long term research project.  The Pathfinder is set up to assist teachers and students in finding a topic for a research fair project on American history or culture and creating an annotated bibliography to support their research.  

This pathfinder integrates language arts, history, technology, and information literacy.  

Subject Headings: 

(Research Methodology

(Research Problems

(American History

(American Culture

Content Categories

Museum Web Sites for Students:

American Association of Museums – Find a Museum

http://www.aam-us.org/aboutmuseums/directory.cfm
American Memory http://memory.loc.gov
National Museum of the United States Air Force http://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/
David Rumsey Map Collection http://www.davidrumsey.com/
“An incredible collection of over 14,900 maps are available on this site. Users will find that the collections primary focus is eighteenth and nineteenth-century North and South American maps and related materials.”

Living History Museum- Colonial Williamsburg  http://www.history.org/
Virtual Jamestown http://virtualjamestown.org/  

This Web site recalls Jamestown’s settlement through digital imaging.  It gives students information and facts about this important event in American history.

Yahoo! -Museums and Exhibits http://dir.yahoo.com/Society_and_Culture/Museums_and_Exhibits
This web site categorizes other web sites.  It is an effective place to find American culture topics and resources leading to other museum web sites pertaining to a particular topic.

The Smithsonian Museums http://www.si.edu/museums/ 

A student can check out all twenty-three of the Smithsonian Museums on this we site.  Student can focus on their American history or culture topic in particular to find a variety of amazing primary sources from a range of eras in our Country’s history.

U.S. National Archives and Records Administration http://www.archives.gov/
The National Archives and Records Administration, which is considered a museum, is responsible for preserving government records and documents which “are so important for legal or historical reasons that they are kept by us forever.”  Students will be able to find an abundance of primary resources at their fingertips.

Museum Web Sites for Teachers:

Institute of Museum and Library Services http://www.imls.gov/


Smithsonian Educators (State Standards) http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/index.html
This web site can match your specific state’s academic standards by grade level with Smithsonian resources that are directly aligned with curriculum.

Other Web Sites:

Wikipedia- encyclopedia online sources for American history and culture topics

Historical/Cultural Information http://kclibrary.nhmccd.edu/decade60.html.

Books (nonfiction):

Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar Grade Eight (Chapter 11 Research).  Boston: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008.

A History of the United States (10 volume set) Oxford: Oxford Press, 2003


10 volume set celebrates our Nation’s history from prehistory to 2000

Reference/Professional Resources:

ILILE Web site http://www.ilile.org/resources/museums.html
Pathfinder/annotated bibliography examples, Ohio Department of Education Academic Content Standards

Collaborative Planning Worksheet 

School Library Media Activities Monthly/Volume XXIII, Number 3/November 2006

Information Literacy Collaborations that Work: T.E. Jacobson and T.P. Mackey, 2007, New York: Neal-Schulman

Infohio Electronic Resources: http://www.infohio.org
Ebscohost “Articles from more than 6,000 magazines and newspapers are indexed, most in full text, from children’s magazines to professional research.”

SIRS Discoverer  “Database of full-text articles for the young researcher.  Students can read stories, learn about important people, find fun projects to do, and much more.”

Annals of American History “More than 2,000 primary source documents and 700 pieces of multimedia from Encyclopedia Britannica.”

Britannica Online School Edition “Three encyclopedias (100,000+ articles), atlas, dictionary, images and video clips, reviewed Web sites, magazine articles, and more.”

Media Resources:

DVD Analyzing Nonfiction.  Wynnewood, PA.  Schlessinger Media, 2007

DVD Intermediate Research.  Silver Spring, MD. Discovery Communications, 2006.

Focuses on Research strategies and information, gathering data, and proper notation of reference materials.

DVD Research Skills for Students: Searching the Internet.  Wynnewood, PA.  Schlessinger Media, 2004.

Demonstrates the best methods and tools to find answers on-line, focus and refine your search, and evaluate what you find.
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