FENCES PATHFINDER


http://www.thesefleetingmoments.com/index.php?showimage=91

Name: Lara Walker

Names of members in partnership: Mary DiCiero, Michael Henson, Jennifer Lewis-Thornton, Kim Parrillo

School/City: Western Hills Design Technology High School, Cincinnati

Workshop Location: Cincinnati Art Museum, Cincinnati

Grade Levels: 9-12

Curriculum/Subject Area: English/Language Arts, Social Studies, Fine Arts, Library

Ohio Academic Content Standards: 

· English/Language Arts

· Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies Standard

· Reading Applications: Literary Text Standard

· Research Standard

· Social Studies

· History

· People in Societies

· Social Studies Skills and Methods

· Fine Arts

· Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts

· Creative Expression and Communication

· Analyzing and Responding

· Valuing the Arts/Aesthetic Reflection

· Connections, Relationships and Applications

· Library

· Information Literacy

· Technology Literacy

Specific Topic with Explanation: 

· Art in Fences by August Wilson.

· There are many themes and topics covered in this groundbreaking play by August Wilson. We decided to each take a theme or topic and explore it further with these pathfinders. Three examples of art in Fences are 1) African American music, in particular, the blues; 2) African American art, in particular, Romare Bearden’s collage titled Continuities, which is an image of an African American man holding a baby; 3) African American folklore, in particular, influences from African folklore.

Dewey Call Numbers/Subject Headings:

· African American music: 780

· Blues (music): 781, 782

· African American art: 704, 709

· Bearden, Romare: 709.2

· Harlem Renaissance: 700, 810, 974.71

· Folklore, African-American: 398          

Description of Pathfinder:

This pathfinder will direct students and teachers to resources on the topic of Art in Fences by August Wilson. An English/language arts teacher who is studying this play with his/her students would be able to divide the students into groups, with each group tackling a different theme or topic contained within the play. 
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Romare Bearden, Continuities, 1969

Romare Bearden Foundation/Licensed by VAGA, New York.
Content Categories:               

I. Museum Websites (for students):

· Library of Congress, American Memory

African American Sheet Music, 1850-1920      

The African-American sheet music provides a window into the daily concerns, preoccupations, and pastimes of Americans in the 19th and early 20th centuries. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/sheetmusic/brown/
· Library of Congress, American Memory

African-American Music, Southern U.S., Recordings, 1938-1943

Approximately one hundred sound recordings, primarily blues & gospel songs, and related documentation from the folk festival at Ford Valley State College (now Fort Valley State University), Fort Valley, Georgia.

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ftvhtml/ftvhome.html
· African American Masters: Highlights from the Smithsonian American Art Musum

Online exhibition featuring sixty-one works by African American artists that reveal a special awareness of being black, and the inspiration provided by historical events, political issues, spirituality, music, and folklore.
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http://americanart.si.edu/collections/exhibits/highlights/main.cfm?id=                                                                                               
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· The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Explore & Learn, Just for Fun

Romare Bearden: Let’s Walk The Block
See Harlem street life through the eyes and imagination of Romare Bearden. This exploration of one of his famous collages, The Block, includes a guided tour, music by the Branford Marsalis Quartet, and activities for kids, parents, and teachers.

http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/justforfun.asp
· The Art of Romare Bearden, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 

Click on “Enter Interactive Feature” to explore Bearden’s life and work, his roots in the Harlem Renaissance, his love of jazz and blues music, and his unique fusion of diverse artistic traditions. It includes archival footage of the artist at work, commentaries on his relationship to jazz musicians Wynton and Branford Marsalis, and the story of his monumental mural-collage commissioned for the city hall in Berkeley, California.

http://www.sfmoma.org/exhibitions/exhib_detail.asp?id=166
· The Art of Romare Bearden, National Gallery of Art 


Learn about the life and work of Romare Bearden. 
http://www.nga.gov/feature/bearden/index.htm
· The Art of Romare Bearden, Children’s Guide, National Gallery of Art

This printable children’s guide is meant to accompany the Bearden exhibition. It includes images, background information, and activities.


http://www.nga.gov/kids/zone/beardencg.pdf 

· Collage Machine I and II, National Gallery of Art

Create your own collage, just like Romare Bearden.

http://www.nga.gov/kids/zone/zone.htm
· Roots of Rock, Blues, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame + Museum

This section emphasizes the history of the blues, both country and urban, toward the development of rock and the continuation of the blues tradition today in mainstream rock. Featured artists include Howlin’ 
Wolf, Elmore James, Muddy Waters, John Lee Hooker, B.B. King, Robert 
Johnson and T-Bone Walker.

http://www.rockhall.com/exhibithighlights/roots-of-rock/
· The Kennedy Center, ArtsEdge

Drop Me Off in Harlem

A rich multimedia exploration of the sights and sounds of the Harlem Renaissance.

http://www.artsedge.kennedy-center.org/exploring/harlem/
II. Museum Websites (for teachers):

· ArtCyclopedia: The Guide to Great Art on the Internet

Romare Bearden

Lists commercial galleries, paintings in museums and public art galleries, professional tools, pictures, websites about the artist, general websites, articles, multimedia, and a link to Amazon books. This site is an excellent starting point for the Bearden novice.

www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/bearden_romare.html
· Library of Congress, American Memory, The Learning Page

Workshop: “Finding the Invisible: Folklore in Sense of Place”

Define folklore and its potential in the classroom. Explore sense of place through the folk-life and traditions of your own life and region using materials from American Memory. 

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/educators/workshop/folklore/fiover.html
· Library of Congress, American Memory, The Learning Page

Workshop: “Creative Portraits: Using Art & Artifacts to Deepen Historical Understanding.”

Learn “Object Observation”, a method by which art and artifacts can deepen students’ historical understanding.

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/educators/workshop/portraits/pover.html
· Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service, 


Between Fences Teaching Guide

Explores how the fence is entwined with American history, politics, industry, and daily life. Designed to promote critical thinking skills. Aligned to national standards for history, math, and language arts.


http://www.museumonmainstreet.org/admin/fences_admin/fences_loca                                                               
l/Fences_Teachers_Guide.pdf
· My People, Our People, Smithsonian American Art Museum

Teacher resource combining activity and discussion exercises with sculpture, painting, poetry, and music of African American artists.


http://americanart.si.edu/education/resources/documents/affirmation                                      
today.pdf
· Smithsonian American Art Museum, Virtual Tours


Free Within Ourselves

The lives of African American artists lend insight into the historical, social, and cultural context of their works.


http://americanart.si.edu/education/programs/artful_connections.cfm
· The Art of Romare Bearden, A Resource for Teachers, National Gallery of Art

Similar to the NGA site for students possessing the same name, but with activities and a page of Romare Bearden resources, including websites, books, articles, and music.

http://www.nga.gov/education/classroom/bearden/
· Cleveland Museum of Art, Distance Learning, The Harlem Renaissance, Grades 9-12
Travel back in time to bustling New York City in the 1920s and discover the art, literature and music produced by African Americans living in Harlem during this period. Students will be introduced to artists such as Romare Bearden, Jacob Lawrence, and photographer James Van Der Zee, as well as to the poetry of Langston Hughes.


http://www.clevelandart.org/educef/distance/html/8318676.html
· Rock and Roll Hall of Fame + Museum, Lesson Plan


Langston Hughes and the Blues

An authentic African-American folk-music and the foundation for much American music including rock and roll, the blues is a unique expression of black American culture. In addition to being an art form in its own right, the blues has inspired many writers and artists including Langston Hughes. Exploring the connections between the blues and the poetry of Hughes will enrich students’ understanding of the African-American experience in the early part of this century.

http://www.rockhall.com/teacher/sti-lesson-2/
III. Books (non-fiction):

· Shannon, Sandra Garrett. August Wilson's Fences: A Reference Guide. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 2003. 201 p. ISBN: 0313318808
· Bogumil, Mary L. Understanding August Wilson.  Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1999. 165 p. ISBN: 1570032521

· May All Your Fences Have Gates: Essays on the Drama of August Wilson. Iowa City: University of Iowa Press, 1994. 270 p. ISBN: 0877454280

· The Art of Romare Bearden. Washington, D.C.: National Gallery of Art, 2003. 334 p. ISBN: 0894683020
Published in conjunction with the National Gallery's retrospective, 
this oversized volume offers a look at Romare Bearden's creative history, critical essays on his work and origins, and plates of his paintings, 
sketches and vibrant signature collages.

· Greenberg, Jan. Romare Bearden: Collage of Memories. New York: Harry N. Abrams, 2003. 52 p. ISBN: 0810945894

· Nobody Knows Where the Blues Come From: Lyrics and History. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2006. 303 p. ISBN: 1578067979
· Weissman, Dick. Blues: the basics. New York: Routledge, 2005. 206 p. ISBN: 0415970679

· The Greenwood Encyclopedia of African American Folklore. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 2006. 3 vol. ISBN: 031330352

· Africanisms in American Culture. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2005. 436 p. ISBN: 0253217490

IV. Reference and/or professional resources:

· Romare Bearden Foundation

Includes resources and information on the art and life of preeminent African-American artist Romare Bearden.

http://www.beardenfoundation.org/index2.shtml
· On the Resource page, there are links to Museums, Art, and Multimedia features—some that are included in this pathfinder, but others that aren’t. There are also links to Educational Institutions, Curriculum, and Resources.
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Romare Bearden, The Family, 1941
Romare Bearden Foundation / Licensed by VAGA, New York, New York

http://www.npr.org/templates/gallery/index.php?gallery=5261854&slide=2
· National Endowment for the Humanities, Lesson Plan

Learning the Blues

This lesson introduces students to the blues, one of the most distinctive and influential elements of African-American musical tradition.

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=267
V. INFOhio electronic resources:

· The Art Collection

· Type “Bearden, Romare” in the search box. Four of his pieces are featured (not Continuities, unfortunately).

· American National Biography

· Type “Bearden, Romare” in the search box for biographical information about the painter of Continuities.

· Encyclopedia Brittanica

· Use search terms such as “Harlem Renaissance,” “Bearden, Romare,” “blues music,” and “African American folklore.”

· Digital Video Collection

· Use the title index to find “History of Black Achievement in America, Program 5: Foundation for Equality, 1925 Alain Locke Leads Harlem Renaissance.”

· EBSCOhost

· Use search terms such as “Harlem Renaissance,” “Bearden, Romare,” “African American folklore,” and “blues music.” 

· Make sure you put quotation marks around phrases in order to refine your results. 

· You may need to put a date with blues music in order to narrow down the list of results, such as “blues music 1950s.” 

· Try searching “Romare Bearden and August Wilson” to get articles about their connection.

VI. Media resources:

· The Art of Romare Bearden [videorecording]. Publisher: Board of Trustees, National Gallery of Art. Publication date: 2003. Length: 30 minutes. ISBN: 0780026535  

This film traces Bearden's entire career, including his paintings and watercolors of the 1940s, experimental collages of 1964, mature collages of the next two decades, large-scale public murals, and late landscapes. The documentary also features commentary by art historians, artists, and others who knew Bearden, including Wynton Marsalis, Albert Murray, and Emma Amos.

· Griots of Imagery [videorecording]. Publisher: Praisesong Video. Publication Date: 1993. Length: 28 minutes. 

Presents the art of Romare Bearden and Charles White. Bearden's art "is 
based on his reflections concerning what he called 'the prevalence of ritual' in African-American life." White's art "reflects his concern with the struggle of Black Americans to transcend the vicissitudes of American life." They are true African keepers of history and culture or 
"griots."
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Romare Bearden, The Blues, 1975
http://www.nga.gov/education/classroom/bearden/methc1.shtm
Note to students and teachers: 

I searched everywhere online and could not find the Bearden collage that was allegedly the inspiration for August Wilson’s play, Fences. The only representation of Continuities by Romare Bearden that I could find was in Sandra G. Shannon’s August Wilson’s Fences: A Reference Guide on page 9.
