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Ohio Academic Content Standards:

Fine Arts: Visual Art Standards:

Historical, Cultural, and Social Contexts –


A.  Explain how and why visual art forms develop in the contexts (e.g., cultural, social, historical and political) in which they were made.


B. Compare works of art to one another in terms of historical, cultural, social, and political influences evident in the works.


C. Explain ways in which selected, contemporary works of art relate to the themes, issues and events of their contexts.

Analyzing and Responding – 


A. Apply the knowledge and skills of art criticism to conduct in-depth analyses of works of art.


B. Explain how form, subject matter, and context contribute to meaning in works of art.

Valuing the Arts/Aesthetic Reflection – 


B. Identify and analyze a variety of viewpoints on aesthetic issues and themes in visual art and develop a personal viewpoint.


C. Judge the merit of selected artworks and provide the aesthetic basis for their positions.

Connections, Relationships, and Applications – 


A. Summarize and explain the impact of a historical event or movement (e.g., realism, feminism, modernism, or postmodernism) on the development of visual art. 

Specific Topic with Explanation:


Exploring the history of war photography and examining contemporary photographers work in order to better understand the culture and art of Afghanistan. Also, getting background information on the traditional arts and the history of the region (through the arts) to better understand cultural influences on local artists. 
Subjects Covered:
· Culture

· Kite Making and Fighting
· Landscape Photography

· War Photography (History of Photography related)
· Political and Governmental History

· Greco-Buddhist Arts

· Islamic Arts

Nonperiodicals

Chayes, Sarah. The Punishment of Virtue. N.p.: Penguin Group (USA), 2007. The author first spent time in Taliban controlled Afghanistan around the time of the 2001 terrorist attacks and has revisited since the Taliban were ousted from control.  In this work, Chayes describes the oppression of free will and imposition of specific Islamic cultural values. This work describes the situation from the terrorist attacks to the modern day.

Coll, Steve. Ghost Wars: The Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and bin Laden, from the Soviet Invasion to September 10, 2001. N.p.: Penguin Group (USA), 2004. This work links CIA intervention/‌interaction in Afghanistan to the rise of bin Laden, and gives history from pre-Soviet invasion to the 2001 terrorist attacks.

Dupree, Louis. Afghanistan. 1973. N.p.: Oxford University Press, USA, 2002. Examines the culture, politics, and socio-economic status of Afghanistan pre-Soviet invasion. This is a good background work to examine what the country was like pre-1980’s.

Gutman, Roy. How We Missed The Story. N.p.: Potomac Books, Inc., 2008. A reporter, Gutman examines the hindsight lessons of how the U.S. Government, the United Nations, and the Western media missed the “hijacking” of Afghanistan by the Taliban in the build up to the 2001 terrorist attacks.

Mortenson, Greg, and David Oliver Relin. Three Cups of Tea. N.p.: Penguin, 2007. This is a work written by an American nurse who went to the region of Afghanistan/‌Pakistan to climb a mountain, and after spending time there has devoted time and effort to promoting peace. His main theme is based around a proverb from the area that the first time you have tea with someone from the region, you’re a stranger, the second time you’re an honored guest, and the third time you’re family. The underlying premise is that to counteract extremism, we need to combat poverty, and improve access to schools, most notably for girls.

Audiovisual

Frei, Christian, dir. The Giant Buddhas. 2005. DVD. GEO Edition Documentaries, 2005. A film about the Taliban destroying regional cultural heritage to increase Islamic radicalism by blowing up giant statues of the Buddha that dated back to the 1st Century. The statues were built along the Silk Road trade route, and were excellent examples of the Greco-Buddhist art typical of the region. The Taliban issued a fatwa in 2001 declaring all non-Islamic monuments were to be destroyed. The website for the film, located at http://www.giant-buddhas.com, has a trailer that can be used in conjunction with the Renee Montagne article if you don’t have access to the film. 
Montagne, Renee. “Afghanistan, Five Years On.” Preserving Memory of Afghanistan’s Giant Buddhas. Morning Edition. National Public Radio. 13 Dec. 2006. Transcript. National Public Radio. National Public Radio. 1 May 2008 <http://www.npr.org/‌templates/‌story/‌story.php?storyId=6616167>. This is a news article that gives the whole story of the giant buddhas and discusses the Taliban’s fatwa ordering the destruction of all non-Islamic art. You can read the article, or listen to the radio archived broadcast. I used this in preparation for the film, but it could be used in place of the film entirely as it gives the whole story. 
Web sites, e-sources

Afghana. “The Art of Gudiparan bazi.” Afghana! 2000.  12 May 2008 <http://www.afghana.com/‌Entertainment/‌Gudiparanbazi.htm>. This gives background on the art of fighting kites, explaining some of the cultural significance/‌importance of the art.

Belov, Igor. Soviet Afghanistan war 1979-1989, military photo and video.  12 May 2008 <http://www.ruswar.com/>. This is a personal website of a Russian Army Sergeant who served in Afghanistan. The photos on this page show the region of Afghanistan during the Soviet war, and compliment the study of war photography.

Center for Afghan Studies.  Dept. home page. 2005. University of Nebraska at Omaha.  12 May 2008 <http://world.unomaha.edu/‌cas/>. This is the largest collection of Afghan resources and has a wealth of information on any subject imaginable related to Afghanistan.

Central Intelligence Agency. “CIA - The World Factbook -- Afghanistan.” CIA - The World Factbook. Central Intelligence Agency.  1 May 2008 <https://www.cia.gov/‌library/‌publications/‌the-world-factbook/>. Path: Afghanistan. Reading this site is almost like you’re getting a government brief on the country. The site gives a good history of the region, and discusses major topics about the country as it exists today (geography, people, government, economy, communications, transportation, military, and transnational issues).

International Center of Photography. “Robert Capa .” International Center of Photography.  12 May 2008 <http://www.icp.org/‌site/‌c.dnJGKJNsFqG/‌b.2876507/>. This is website for a recently concluded exhibition at the International Center of Photography Museum in New York based on the work of Robert Capa. Capa is famous for his images of the D-Day Landings, among other images showing the toll of World War II. This is related to the war photographers sites included in the pathfinder.

International Council of Museums. “Red List - Afghanistan Antiquities at Risk.” Red List. 2006. International Council of Museums.  12 May 2008 <http://icom.museum/‌redlist/‌afghanistan/‌en/‌index.html>. This is a list of items that are declared cultural treasures for Afghanistan, allowing museums, art dealers, collectors, and anyone interested to know the background of the artistic/‌cultural heritage. The list of objects and information included are meant to discourage illegal trade and theft of the country’s culture, but it gives a complete artistic history of the region.

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. Afghanistan’s Web Site. Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan.  1 May 2008 <http://www.afghanistans.com>. Much about Afghanistan’s history can be found here, including the alphabets of both principal languages, common proverbs from the culture, samples of folk music, and photographs from around the country.

Kitts, Twyla. “No Bad Camels!” Rev. of One Bad Camel, by Douglas Jones. Science Museum of Virginia, Richmond. Carpenter Science Theatre Company .  Dept. home page. 2004. Science Museum of Virginia.  1 May 2008 <http://www.smv.org/‌pubs/‌index.html>. This is a studyguide for Douglas Jones’ play, One Bad Camel. There are activities in the guide meant to acquaint students (and teachers) with the rich history of the Silk Road, as well as a Jeopardy-style game about the ecosystem, and an investigation of how technology was shared between Eastern Asia and Europe because of the trade route (specifically the introduction of the magnetic compass to the Western world).

Library of Congress. “Roger Fenton Crimean War Photographs.” Library of Congress.  12 May 2008 <http://www.loc.gov/‌rr/‌print/‌coll/‌251_fen.html>. British photographer Roger Fenton was the first to capture images of the Crimean War in photographs (1855). These photographs scandalized the British public when they could see real images of war instead of the traditionally heroic images created by war artists in paintings and drawings that were typical before these photos. Using these first images of war, you can examine war from a little bit further away than using current photographs. These can be the limit of your study, or you can go on to other more recent sources, giving a history of photography and a history of war (since 1855).

Metropolitan Museum of Art. “Timeline of Art History.” Metropolitan Museum of Art.  12 May 2008 <http://www.metmuseum.org/‌toah/‌splash.htm>. Path: Timelines/‌Regions; Central and North Asia. This is a clickable timeline of art history that shows examples of the best arts from the region.

November Eleven. “Battlespace:: Unrealities of War:: Photographs of Iraq and Afghanistan.” Battlespace Online. 2008. Gallery FCB.  12 May 2008 <http://www.battlespaceonline.org/>. This shows the realities and harshness of war, as seen by contemporary photographers from the region. ***WARNING: This site shows the outcome of war and violence, and may not be suitable for use in the classroom, but could be used to get specific examples. The way war is portrayed in this exhibit is in direct contrast to the way it is portrayed in the Department of Defense image archive.

Powell, Luke. Luke Powell - Photographs Fine Art Landscapes Afghanistan pictures Pakistan Ladakh Middle East. 2008.  12 May 2008 <http://www.lukepowell.com/>. This Canadian photographer visited Afghanistan in the 1970’s, again in 2000, 2001-2, and 2003. His images document the land and its people in a non-political way and are a good contrast to the images from the wars.

The Silkroad Foundation. “The Silkroad Foundation.” The Silkroad Foundation.  12 May 2008 <http://www.silk-road.com/‌toc/‌index.html>. A non-profit organization established to promote understanding of the culture and art of the Silk Road region (Turkey to China). It’s a good resource for historic maps of the trade routes, as well as a timeline for their use (from the time of Alexander the Great c. 400 B.C. to the early 1900’s).

Turkish Ebru - The Art of Paper Marbling. Oregon State University.  10 May 2008 <http://islab.oregonstate.edu/‌koc/‌favorites/‌ebru>. This website is a list of links to traditional Turkish Ebru, or Paper Marbling, an art form that was popular along the Silk Road. The links from this site can provide many examples of Islamic Calligraphy and decorative arts on paper.

U.S. Department of Defense. “Department of Defense Imagery.” U.S. Department of Defense.  12 May 2008 <http://www.defenselink.mil/‌home/‌features/‌2007/‌Imagery/‌index.html>. This is a links page with searchable archives to photo essays, and links to active military photographers. It is not easily searchable, but lists MANY possible sources of current war photography. (I used the Military Photographers link to see current work by specific photographers.)

Victoria & Albert Museum. “Military Quilt.” Victoria and Albert Museum.  12 May 2008 <http://www.vam.ac.uk/‌collections/‌textiles/‌stories/‌military_quilt/‌index.html>. Gives the history of the military quilt (quilts made of wool from military uniforms). This quilt is attributed to William Brayley from teh Devonshire Regiment, and was created in the 1880’s during the Crimean War. The patterning in the quilt is traditional to the Afghan area, and shows how the traditional arts of the area affect those who come in contact with it.

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. “Suspense Ends: Virginia Museum was successful bidder for rare sculpture of Buddha auctioned in September.” VMFA: What’s New Archive. 23 Dec. 2002. Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.  1 May 2008 <http://www.vmfa.museum/‌accessions_buddha.html>. This article discusses a rare sculpture of buddha (created in modern day Pakistan) that was acquired by the museum. It’s a good article to accompany a discussion of the trade of rare or culturally significant antiquities, as well as linking the film The Giant Buddhas to the International Council of Museums Red List (and other sources within this pathfinder).

Wikipedia. “Category:War Photographers.” Wikipedia.  12 May 2008 <http://en.wikipedia.org/‌wiki/‌Category:War_photographers>. This is a clickable list of war photographers, allowing teachers or students to explore the images and information of various photographers through time, from Roger Fenton’s 1855 photos of the Crimean War to modern day Iraq and Afghanistan.

- - -. “Greco-Buddhist Art.” Wikipedia.  12 May 2008 <http://en.wikipedia.org/‌wiki/‌Greco-Buddhist_art>. This is a good starting point for learning about Greco-Buddhist art, the predominant art style in Afghanistan from 4th century BC to the 6th century AD. It is this unique blend of Greek idealism and Eastern philosophies that allowed the first images of buddha to be created, and it established the standards by which buddhist art is still created today. There are ample examples on this site, and the site links to several museums which have examples in their collections. The standing buddhas of Bamyan, whose story are told in the documentary The Giant Buddhas, are depicted and discussed as excellent examples of this style.

