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My Focus

As a part of their exploration of the Peninsula Valley, students will collect oral histories from residents that explain the history of the area.  To prepare for this culminating project, students in 8th grade language arts will study oral histories that complement each of the novels studied during the school year.  The culminating oral history project will occur in conjunction with the students’ final novel of the year, The Giver, which focuses heavily on the importance of collecting memories.

Academic Content Standards Addressed
Social Studies Skills and Methods

· Compare accuracy and point of view of fiction and nonfiction sources about a particular era or event.

· Construct a historical narrative using primary and secondary sources.
Language Arts Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text

· Compare and contrast the treatment, scope and organization of ideas from different sources on the same topic.

Language Arts Reading Applications: Literary Text

· Analyze the influence of setting in relation to other literary elements.

Language Arts Writing Processes

· Conduct background reading, interviews or surveys when appropriate.
Language Arts Research

· Compose open-ended questions for research, assigned or personal interest, and modify questions as necessary during inquiry and investigation.

· Identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources.

Museum Resources
For Diary of Anne Frank
· United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

· http://www.ushmm.org/
· The Anne Frank House

· http://www.annefrank.org/
For Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
· The National Civil Rights Museum

· http://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/
· The National Museum of American History

· http://americanhistory.si.edu/
For The Giver Peninsula History Project
· Peninsula Valley Historic and Educational Foundation

· http://www.peninsulahistory.org/
· Peninsula Library and Historical Society

· http://www.peninsulalibrary.org/
Nonfiction Books

Bard, Mitchell G., Ph.D., ed. 48 Hours of Kristallnacht: Night of Destruction/Dawn of the 
Holocaust-An Oral History. Guilford, CT: Lyons, 2008. 

DeBlasio, Donna M. et al, eds. Catching Stories: A Practical Guide to Oral History. Athens, 
OH: Ohio UP, 2009.
Ferrari, Michelle, ed. Reporting America at War: An Oral History. New York: Hyperion, 2003.

Hampton, Henry and Steve Fayer, eds. Voices of Freedom: An Oral History of the Civil Rights 
Movement from the 1950’s through the 1980’s. New York: Bantam, 1990.

Kammen, Carol. On Doing Local History. New York: AltaMira, 2003. 

Nieuwsma, Milton J., ed. Kinderlager: An Oral History of Young Holocaust Survivors. New 

York: Holiday House, 1998. 

Ritchie, Donald A. Doing Oral History: A Practical Guide. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2003. 

Williams, Juan, ed. My Soul Looks Back in Wonder: Voices of the Civil Rights Experience. New 

York, AARP: 2004

Websites
· Birmingham Civil Rights Institute Resource Center Gallery: An interactive, searchable gallery of oral histories, resources, timelines and an overview of the movement.

· http://rg.bcri.org/gallery/
· Civil Rights in Mississippi Digital Archive: A searchable archive of oral histories detailing the struggle of African Americans during the 1950’s and 1960’s.

· http://www.lib.usm.edu/~spcol/crda/oh/
· Discover Peninsula Website: Put out by the Peninsula Chamber of Commerce.  The site offers listings of local artists, historical sites and farms.

· http://www.peninsulaartacademy.com/page.aspx?ID=101
· EdSiteMent “Listening to History” Lesson Plan: a step-by-step guide for grades 6-8 educators that details the best practices for conducting oral histories as a class project.

· http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=299
· The History Channel: A comprehensive collection of information and video clips on a wide array of historical events.

· http://www.history.com/
· Library of Congress “Learning About Immigration Through Oral History” Lesson Plan: provides a rationale and activities for a long term oral history project in the middle grades.
· http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/97/oh1/ammem.html
· National Park Service-Cuyahoga Valley National Park: Information on our local national park with educational resources for teachers and students.

· http://www.nps.gov/cuva/index.htm/
· Ohio History Central: An online encyclopedia of Ohio history

· http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/
· Story Corps: an organization committed to encouraging people of all walks of life to share their stories with eachother (no matter how big or small) as a means of documenting their personal histories.

· http://www.storycorps.org/
· Western Reserve Historical Society: Information on local attraction, Hale Farm and education resources.

· http://www.wrhs.org/
· Western Reserve Public Media: A bounty of resources for teachers and students on topics related to local history.

· http://www.westernreservepublicmedia.org/
Film Clips and Videos
Anne Frank Remembered. Dir. Jon Blair. Columbia TriStar Home Entertainment, 2004. DVD. 
“Farms in the Cuyahoga Park.” Our Ohio.  Episode 208. Digital Video Collection. Infohio. Date 

of Access 08 May 2010. Streaming Video. http://www.infohio.org.

Generations: The Cuyahoga Valley National Park. Western Reserve Public Media, 2009. DVD.
Having Our Say: The Delany Sisters’ First One Hundred Years. Dir. Lynne Littman. Televest, 

1999. VHS. 
Life After: Stories of Holocaust Survivors After the War

An online video exhibit featured on the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s website


http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/life_after_holocaust/
