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Exploring Ohio

Ohio’s Natural Resources
Ohio Academic Content Standards

Life Science
Benchmark B 


2. Relate plant structures to their specific functions (e.g., growth, survival and reproduction).

3. Classify common plants according to their characteristics (e.g., tree leaves, flowers, seeds, roots and stems).

Benchmark C 

4. Observe and explore that fossils provide evidence about plants that lived long ago and the nature of the environment at that time.

Nature of Technology 

Benchmark A

3. Identify ways information can be presented (e.g., text, visual information on a map, information displayed in pictures or as graphics).

This pathfinder explores many of Ohio’s Natural Resources, including the diversity zoos and other related areas bring to our state.  Students will learn about plants and animals that are native to Ohio, as well as other areas of the world.  Students will learn about our waterways and other necessities needed to preserve our resources.   Online maps allow students to get satellite views of the many facilities listed. 

Museum Websites for Teachers
Akron Zoo

http://www.akronzoo.org/school/teacher.asp
Toledo Zoo

http://www.toledozoo.org/edzoocation/index.html
This website also has great video of the new Polar Bear Cub students would enjoy watching.  Web cams are also available on other animals too.
INFOhio Electronic Resources (Nonfiction Books)
Barker, Charles, Under Ohio.  Athens, Ohio:  Ohio University Press, 2007

This book features facts about Ohio’s geological features and gives stories about Ohio’s rocks and fossils.

Cochran, Rod.  Ohio’s Wildlife Resources.  Columbus, Ohio:  Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 1960.

This book shows great pictures of Ohio’s wildlife along with birds and fish.  It contains great information about rivers and streams also.

Department of Natural Resources.  Ohio’s Wildflowers.  State of Ohio

A book containing pictures of Ohio’s Native Wildflowers, which would help students to identify them in the wild. 

 Department of Natural Resources.  Ohio’s Trees. State of Ohio

Well illustrated book containing pictures of Ohio’s trees.  Close pictures of leaves and bark will allow students to identify trees in the wild. 

Schonberg, Marcia. Ohio Plants and Animals. Chicago, Illinois: Heinemann Library, 2003 
Describes the plant and animal communities which live in Ohio’s various ecosystems, including woodlands, streams and lakes, wetlands, and urban areas.  It contains many real pictures of Ohio animals.

Sowash, Rick. Critters Flitters & Spitters.  Cincinnati, Ohio: Rick Sowash Publishing Company, 2003

This book contains 24 amazing animal tales.  The tales range from the history of Ohio animals to present day zoos, parks and farms.

Weber, Art.  Ohio State Park’s Guidebook,  
This is a guide listing the State Parks in Ohio, including information about wildlife, rivers and nature studies.
Wild Ohio Magazine
This seasonal magazine has many updated information about Ohio’s Resources. 

Museum Website for kids

Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens

http://www.cincinnatizoo.org/
This website offers information about the zoo animals and plant life.  It also features videos of various exhibits including Zoo Babies.  Conservations efforts are discussed also.

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo

http://www.clemetzoo.com/index.asp
The zoo offers great information on their exhibits of plants and animals.  They offer a field conservation page for observation.  A Zootube: Vodcasts allows visitors to view the animals while eating and being active.

Columbus Zoo

http://www.columbuszoo.org/AnimalGuide/default.aspx
This site allows students to learn about the zoo animals by clicking on a specific animal, and reading about eating likes, habitat within the zoo, and status in the wild.  Students can learn many facts by clicking the mouse.

Dawes Arboretum

http://www.dawesarb.org/
Students can view the diverse plant selections the Arboretum offers.
Old Mans Cave

http://www.oldmanscave.net/index.html
Great pictures including the many surrounding caves along with trail maps.

The Wilds

http://www.thewilds.org/
The Wilds’ site offer information concerning conservation of our natural resources, and bringing endangered animals from all over the world.  They have many programs students can get involved in.

Most of these Museum Websites have information for teachers also.

Media Resources
All about Forest Ecosystems,(video recording), Schlesinger Media , Wynnewood, Pa
All About Plants 

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=D1CE64BF-D862-4752-BF32-911ECBE02499&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
Animals
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=3DD26A9D-C4B4-425E-9ADB-EB4A2DE4AFC8&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
Exploring the Diversity of Life: Go Climb A Tree

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=9982E034-9E10-4447-BE1C-8400F30062F7&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US#
 Forest Habitats 
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=71C47037-CA5C-4431-86E0-0C673E12C7E1&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
How the Forest Begins: Forest Formation, New Plant Growth, and Seed Dispersion

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=9C4328E9-13B1-4271-8BD5-9D605A4038DB&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US#
Lost in the Woods (video recording), Produced by Carl R. Sams II & Jean Stoick

Water Smart: Water as a Natural Resource

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=3832B29E-A46D-47EC-9A0B-7062296E8C12&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
Reference and/or Professional Resources
American Electric Power

http://www.aep.com/environmental/recreation/recland/ourstory.aspx
Information about how AEP went beyond Environmental Compliance when reclaiming land after it had been mined.

Division of Natural Areas and Preserves

http://www.ohiodnr.com/Home/Home/tabid/867/Default.aspx
Information about what can be found in Ohio’s State Parks and Nature Preserves.

Fossil Park; Sylvania, Lucas Co., Ohio

http://www.fossilguy.com/sites/hanson/
Great pictures of this park provide students with a visual of where area fossils have been found and of what kind of fossils exist in Ohio.

Google Maps

http://maps.google.com/
Students can get a satellite view of the zoos and any of the outdoor facilities.

Muskingum Valley Educational Service Center

http://www.mvesc.k12.oh.us/ciawla/science/4sci/4life.htm
Lesson Links, Videos Clips, and Web Resources related Life Sciences.

National Geographic Online Maps
http://maps.nationalgeographic.com/map-machine#s=r&c=43.74999999999998, -99.71000000000001&z=4
Students can get a bird’s eye and satellite view of the zoos and any of the outdoor facilities.

Ohio Department of Natural Resources

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/parks/kids/kidsthings/natthing201004/tabid/22590/Default.aspx
Information about seasons and what can be seen in the way of “Blooms” and “Critters.”  Many nature related activities for students. 

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/aug05/0811fossilcolumn/tabid/14519/Default.aspx
Information about fossils that have been found in Ohio that describes the nature of our environment long ago.
Ohio State University

http://ohioline.osu.edu/b865/index.html
This site gives history and an overview of Ohio’s plants.

Project Wild K-12 Curriculum & Activity Guide, by the Council for Environmental Education, 2005
www.projectwild.org
Many hands-on activities about wildlife and natural resources related to the Academic Standard. 

Project Learning Tree, Pre K-8 Environmental Education Activity Guide, 2007
http://www.plt.org/
This book contains learning activities to reinforce natural resource curriculum. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/locate/index.cfm
Surf a watershed in your area to find out what organizations are working to protect the water quality.

