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SCHOOL/CITY: Centerville High School, Centerville, OH

WORKSHOP LOCATION: Cincinnati Art Museum

GRADE LEVEL(S): 11-12

CURRICULUM/SUBJECT AREA: Art/Ceramics

OHIO ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS: Art - Visual Art: Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts & Connections, Relationships and Applications

SPECIFIC TOPIC: Emergence of Ceramics from Utilitarian Craft to Expressive Art Form
Potters long ago abandoned the notion that plates and pots must be crafts or simple utilitarian objects. At the turn of the 20th century ceramics underwent a revolutionary change and potters evolved from mere craftspeople to artists who kept pace with, and even led, new movements in art. This pathfinder introduces students to a variety of resources that explore the emergence of ceramics as a true artistic form in the 20th century with a particular emphasis on various innovative and influential American ceramic artists.
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Museum Websites for Students

A Secret History of Clay: From Gauguin to Gormley

http://www.tate.org.uk/liverpool/exhibitions/historyofclay/default.htm

This exhibit from the Tate Liverpool unearths a little-known history of the use of clay in modern and contemporary art. As students navigate the online exhibit they will witness how clay has been widely used by some of the most innovative artists of the 20th century including Picasso, Miró and Lichtenstein, and they will become familiar with lesser known artists such as Ohr, Kaneko, Voulkos, Price, and others who began thinking of their work as sculpture rather than pottery.

Gardiner Museum

http://www.gardinermuseum.on.ca

Housing a collection that exceeds 2,900 pieces, the Gardiner Museum is the only museum in Canada entirely devoted to ceramics. Follow the “Collection and Library” link at the top for an overview of what is housed at the museum, and then search the collection database for individual artists.

Digging for Clay in the Archives of American Art

http://www.aaa.si.edu/exhibits/pastexhibits/clay/clay.htm

This exhibition, presented in concert with Clay Works: American Ceramics from the Everson Museum of Art at the UBS PaineWebber Art Gallery, is a selection of letters, writings, photographs, interviews and other primary sources documenting 20th century American artists working in clay.

Smithsonian American Art Museum

http://americanart.si.edu/

The Smithsonian American Art Museum is exclusively dedicated to the art and artists of the United States. Go to “Search Collections” and conduct a Keyword search for “ceramic” for over 500 images of ceramic art, many of which are 20th century creations or search the collection for a specific artist.

The Schein-Joseph International Museum of Ceramic Art at Alfred University

http://ceramicsmuseum.alfred.edu/index.html

This museum houses nearly 8,000 ceramic and glass objects, ranging from small pottery shards recovered from ancient civilizations to contemporary sculpture and installation pieces to advanced ceramics reflecting the cutting edge of ceramic art and technology. Browse the Collections link for selected images from the museum’s permanent collection and see the work Ruth Duckworth, Ken Ferguson and other 20th century ceramic artists.

American Museum of Ceramic Art (AMOCA)

http://www.ceramicmuseum.org/exhibit-archive.htm

The exhibit archive of the American Museum of Ceramic Art contains links to shows highlighting some of America’s most influential and innovative 20th century ceramic artists. Suggested exhibits include: Rudy Autio: In the Round, Steve Tobin: Exploded Earth, Don Reitz: Trial By Fire, Peter Voulkos: Echoes of the Japanese Aesthetic, Women's Werk - The Dignity of the Craft, and Inferno: The Ceramic Art of Paul Soldner.

Museum of Arts and Design (MAD)

http://www.madmuseum.org

The country's premier institution dedicated to the collection and exhibition of contemporary objects created in clay, glass, wood, metal and fiber. The Museum celebrates materials and processes that are today embraced by artists in the fields of craft, art and design. Click on “See” and then “Archived Exhibitions” for links to exhibits on Ruth Duckworth, Modernist Sculptor, Terra Nova, Sculpture & Vessels in Clay, From the Kilns of Denmark: Contemporary Danish Ceramics, and Confrontational Clay: The Artist as Social Critic.

Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA)

http://collectionsonline.lacma.org

Explore the largest encyclopedic museum west of Chicago and search for ceramic artists in the online database that contains almost 70,000 works of art from all over the world.  

General Websites for Students

Ceramics Today

http://www.ceramicstoday.com

Ceramics Today is a comprehensive independent ceramics site that features links to articles, ceramic artists and potters, museums, and galleries. 

artnet – Artists

http://www.artnet.com/Artists/ArtistIndex.aspx?alpha=A1

Browse over 180,000 international artists, from Old Masters to Modern and Contemporary Art. Find works of art, galleries, auctions & art prices. Includes search feature.

ArtCyclopedia

http://www.artcyclopedia.com

The Artcyclopedia is an index of online museums and image archives: find out where the works of over 8,000 different fine artists can be viewed online. Search by artists by name, artworks by title, and art museums.

The Mad Potter of Biloxi 

http://www.smithsonianmagazine.com/issues/2004/february/biloxi.php

Read about George Ohr, a late19th century American potter who, as an artist ahead of his time, crafted free-form works that looked more like sculpture than pottery. Long after his death in 1918 he was hailed as a “clay prophet” and “the Picasso of art pottery.”

The Studio Potter Virtual Gallery

http://studiopotter.org/gallery

A rare assembly of 68 masterworks from many of the best-known ceramic artists in America.

Frank Lloyd Gallery

http://www.franklloyd.com/dynamic/artist_list.asp

Frank Lloyd Gallery represents contemporary sculpture and ceramics. Primarily emphasizing artists that emerged in California since 1945, the gallery also presents ceramics in the context of the contemporary art world. Of interest are the biographies and art of Bacerra, Saxe, Voulkos, Nagle, and Woodman among others.

Books and Media Resources

American Museum of Ceramic Art Presents Paul Soldner: Playing With Fire. 2004. DVD. Renegade Pictures.

Color and Fire: Defining Moments in Studio Ceramics, 1950-2000. DVD. Films for the Humanities & Sciences, 2004.

Cooper, Emmanuel. Ten Thousand Years of Pottery. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2000.

De Waal, Edmund. 20th Century Ceramics. New York: Thames & Hudson, 2003.

Koplos, Janet. The Unexpected: Artists’ Ceramics of the 20th Century . New York:  Harry N. Abrams Inc., 1998.

Levin, Elaine. The History of American Ceramics, 1607 to the Present: From Pipkins and Bean Pots to Contemporary Forms. New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1988.

Peterson, Susan. Contemporary Ceramics. New York: Watson-Guptill Publications, 2000.

Ros i Frigola, Maria Dolors. The Art & Craft of Ceramics. Ashville, NC: 

Lark Books, 2006.

Zakin, Richard. Ceramics, Ways of Creation: An Exploration of 36 Contemporary 

Ceramic Artists & Their Work. Iola, WI: Krause Publications, 1999.

INFOhio Electronic Resources

Search the The Art Collection database for images of contemporary ceramics. 

http://ezproxy.infohio.org:2051/infohioart.htm

The following is a list of suggested artists to investigate:

Robert Arneson, Peter Voulkos, Ruth Duckworth, Wayne Higby, George Ohr, Beatrice Wood, Maria Martinez, Michael Lucero, Don Reitz, Jack Earl, Isamu Noguchi, Betty Woodman

Search American National Biography for lengthy essays on Maria Montoya Martinez, George Edgar Ohr, Beatrice Wood, and other deceased art potters and ceramic artists.

http://www.anb.org/articles/index.html 

