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Curriculum/Subject Area:  Language Arts and Social Studies
Ohio Academic Content Standards:  

~Reading Process 2:  answer literal, evaluative, inferential and synthesizing questions

~Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text 2: Critique the treatment, scope and organization of ideas from multiple sources on the same topic.

Specific Topic:  Discrimination before, after, and during World War II, focusing on treatment of Axis prisoners of war interned in the United States.
BOOKS

1.  Summer of My German Soldier by Bette Greene

Fiction
Twelve year old Patty Bergen lives in Jenkinsville, Arkansas, where her parents own a department store during World War II. The federal government has chosen her town as the location for a camp for Nazi prisoners of war.  Patty is lonely and her parents do not give her the care or attention she craves.  She befriends a German prisoner named Frederick Anton Reiker.  When Reiker attempts to escape from the internment camp, Patty, a Jew, helps him hide above her garage.  A true friendship develops and Patty and Anton learn much about each other.  But the friendship is dangerous.  Among the paranoia and government promoted prejudice, there is no room for compassion or the budding of a romance between a German soldier and a young Jewish girl.  The haunting ending leaves the reader pondering the actions of our own government and society as a whole during this chaotic period of history.

2.  The Enemy Among Us: POWs in Missouri During World War II by David Winston Fiedler
Nonfiction

During World War II, more than fifteen thousand German and Italian soldiers came to Missouri. This was no invasion force; rather these were prisoners of war, part of a flood of almost a half-million men captured and sent to the United States, held here until the end of the war. In The Enemy among Us, David Fiedler recounts the creation of the camps and the lives touched when fate brought Missourians and the enemy face-to-face. Though they did not seek those circumstances, none could forget how their lives changed when POWs came to Missouri.

3.  Guests Behind the Barbed Wire by Ruth Beaumont Cook

Nonfiction

This is a true story of German prisoners of war in Camp Aliceville in Alabama.  The author thoroughly researched the subject and interviewed many people still alive who remember anecdotes about the camp during World War II.
4.  Nazi Prisoners of War in America by Arnold Kramer

Nonfiction
This book contains interviews with prison camp officials and prisoners of war who became American citizens following the war.  It sheds some light on the little known subject of how nearly half a million German POWs were detained in more than 500 camps in the United States during World War II.
5.  We Were Each Other’s Prisoners: An Oral History of World War II American and German Prisoners of War by Lewis H. Carlson

Nonfiction
This is the first book to compare the experience of American and German prisoners of war who were interned in each other’s countries.  Examines the larger political and psychological issuesof the time: What does it mean to be a prisoner, especially for men whose cultures glorify heroism? How were these men received for upon return to their homeland? And how have they coped with the long-term effects of incarceration? 
6.  Stalag Wisconsin: Inside WWII Prisoner of War Camps by Betty Cowley
Nonfiction

Wisconsin had 38 branch camps and held 20,000 German and Japanese prisoners of war during World War II.  The prisoners worked in fields, blended with society, even dating some of the local girls.  Some even returned and settled in Wisconsin following the war.  One problem was the resentment that returning U.S. soldiers had toward these new citizens after battling them in Europe and Asia.

7.  The Faustball Tunnel: German POWs in America and Their Great Escape by John Hammond Moore
Nonfiction
This is the true story of 25 German prisoners of war in a camp in Arizona who broke out of their camp not far from the Mexican border by digging a tunnel 178 feet long.  These men were among the Nazi’s toughest and smartest U-boat commanders and draws an interesting contrast to the other books mentioned, many of which describe German POWs as model citizens.

8.  The Reluctant Warrior: Former German POW Finds Peace in Texas by Heino and Jean Erichsen

Nonfiction
This memoire tells the story of a young German soldier captured in North Africa and interned in a prison camp in Texas.  The book discloses the fact that following the war, the prisoners were not immediately returned to their homelands.  They had to serve one to two years in England, Scotland, Belgium, or France working in mines or farms or repairing war damage.  The author eventually returned to the United States, but he was a foreigner with an accent and was discriminated against and could not get a job right away.  
Museums for Teachers
1.  The Aliceville POW Museum and Cultural Center
http://www.cityofaliceville.com/POWCamp.htm
104 Broad Street
Aliceville, Alabama 35442
Phone: 205-373-2363
E-mail:  museum@nctv.com
The museum’s collection of World War II POW camp artifacts is the largest of its kind in the country. Visitors from all over the world come to see what the German POWs Germans left behind.  Website offers the history of the museum, details about day-to-day life of the prisoners, a museum website, photographs, and information about reunions of these German ex-prisoners held in Aliceville.

2.  Museum of World War II
http://www.museumofworldwarii.com/Collections.htm
 46 Eliot Street
Natick, MA 01760-6042
Phone:  (508) 651-7696
E-mail: museumofworldwarii@yahoo.com
Among the collections is a prisoner of war archives.  There are diaries written on any available materials stressing the boredom and longing for home.  This collection gives insight into how these men survived their POW situation.
3.  The Jewish Museum
http://www.thejewishmuseum.org
1109 5th Avenue at 92nd Street

New York, NY  10128

Phone: (212)-423-3251

E-mail: info@thejm.org
This museum has an online section for educators providing an abundance of historical background on the Jewish experience during the Holocaust.  Since it was the Nazis who implemented their systematic, government-sponsored elimination of Jews, it is even more amazing that this Jewish girl in our novel, The Summer of My German Soldier, helps a German soldier prisoner of war to escape.  It is no wonder she and her family are shamed after her escapades become knowledge in the small southern community she lives in.

4.  The Drop Zone virtual museum

http://www.thedropzone.org/axis/a_fallschirmjäger.htm
In this virtual museum are eyewitness accounts of battles during World War II.  One in particular, a member of the Third Battalion, Sixth Regiment, Second Fallschirmjäger, fighting in Normandy, describes the D-Day invasion in which he was captured and subsequently sent to a POW camp in Missouri.  Teachers can use this interactive teaching tool to help students understand experiences of individuals during the war.
Museums for Students
1.  National Museum of American History
http://americanhistory.si.edu/timeline/index.cfm
14th Street and Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20560
Phone:  (202) 357-2700
E-mail: info@si.edu
There is an online collection World War II posters and magazine covers to give an idea of the propaganda against Germany and Italy at the time and shed light on why it is amazing that the German POWs were treated so well when they were interned on American soil.

2.  North Carolina Museum of History
http://ncmuseumofhistory.org/index.html
5 East Edenton Street 
Raleigh, NC 27601-1011
Phone: (919)-807-7900
E-mail:  amanda.foss@ncdcr.gov
Contains a collection of artifacts from when German prisoners were interned in North Carolina among 16 camps in the state.  Artifacts include photographs and German bullet casings.

3.  American Hall of Heroes
http://www.homeofheroes.com/
Includes virtual stories of American heroes, including four chaplains on a ship carrying troops and supplies in the north Atlantic.  The ship was attacked by German submarines and sank quickly, but the four chaplains calmed crew members and gave their own life preservers to others.  Stories like this one and others from World War II, along with lots of original photographs and maps, help students to understand the animosity against the axis powers during World War II and why it so remarkable that German and Italian Prisoners of War were treated so humanely on American soil.
4.  The Historical Society of Pennsylvania

1300 Locust Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107
Phone: 215-732-6200
E-mail:  library @hsp.org

Among the treasures in this museum is an exhibit titled “Strangers in a Land of Strangers—Defining ‘American’ in Times of Conflict.”  It examines the changing definition of “American” from the Revolutionary times to the Civil Rights movement.  One section provides details about World War II and, according to the page, this war was used to justify both official and informal harassment of several ethnic, religious, and political groups.

5.  Kids Bridge Museum

http://www.kidsbridgemuseum.org/main/index.cfm
P.O. Box 4561
Chambersburg Station
Trenton, NJ 08611
Phone: (609) 581-0239
E-mail: lynneskidsbridge@aol.com
The Kids Bridge Tolerance Museum features “Face to Face: Dealing with Prejudice and Discrimination.”  It is an exhibit and learning lab that focus on diversity appreciation and tolerance.  Middle schoolers in particular can be trained in the Kidsbridge Peer to Peer Leadership Training program to be “docents” and teach younger students assembled in groups at the museum.  This is a wonderful opportunity for students to learn about diversity and tolerance so that the discrimination our pathfinder is based on will never be repeated.
Online Magazine and Newspaper Articles
1.  The Daily News   Friday, May 7, 2010 online

“Oakfield POW camp memories sought”  by Brittany Baker

Accessed at http://www.thedailynewsonline.com/articles/2010/05/07/news/6722941.txt
Laurie Nanni, Oakfield Historical Society president in Oakfield, New York is trying to compile a book of testimonies from people who remember Italian prisoners of war in the area during World War II.  She pointed out that, “We're losing our history, and our kids know less and less about what went on here in the past.”  One man in particular remembers when his father worked with prisoners of war at the U.S. Gypsum Company plant during the 1940s.  The prisoners made $.80 a day and treated the children of the town well, giving them candy and getting along well with all of the town residents.

2.  TexasEscapes.com
 “POW camps stir memories” by Delbert Trew

Accessed at http://texasescapes.com/DelbertTrew/POW-camp-stirs-memories.htm
The McLean Prisoner of War camp was constructed and opened in 1943 and closed a few days after the armistice was signed in 1946.  Interestingly, the camp was geared to supporting the war effort and staffed by prisoners.  During the prisoner program, some thought the men were coddled and resented their good treatment. However, all treatment was required by the Geneva Accords and inspections were made monthly for compliance. 

3.  The Tarheel Junior Historian, 47:2, Spring, 2008

“Enemies and Friends: POWs in the Tar Heel State” by Dr. Robert D. Billinger Jr.

Accessed at http://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/collateral/articles/S08.Enemies.And.Friends.pdf
This article gives details about the thousands of prisoners of war among 18 camps in North Carolina during World War II.  It gives specific details on a number of prisoners, including where they came from, how they got there, etc.  The author says these men came as enemies, but left as friends of one another and of American citizens.  This POW program was so secret, only army guards of the camps knew of its existence.
4.  LewRockwell.com

“America’s World War II Prison Camps” by Gary North
December 11, 2001
Accessed at http://www.lewrockwell.com/north/north71.html
This story was published on the 60th anniversary of Hitler’s declaration of war against the United States.  The author proposes that the Roosevelt administration used the German prisoners of war as bargaining chips with the Nazis to secure the release of many American soldiers caught behind German lines.

Websites
1.  GenTracer: POW Camps in the U.S.A.

http://www.gentracer.org/powcamps.html

This is a comprehensive list of Prisoner of War Camps, Italian Service Unit Camps, and Prisoner of War Hospitals from June, 1942 to June, 1946.
2.  Camp Marion - Marion, Ohio - WWII Prisoner of War Camps on Waymarking.com

http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM3R34_Camp_Marion_Marion_Ohio
This website describes the POW camp in Marion, Ohio which included housing, recreational areas, a canteen, and a small store where the POWs could buy items with coupons they received for their pay of eighty cents a day. They also had soccer teams, the POWs favorite sport. An arts and crafts center was provided for their use and some POWs made gifts for locals including oil paintings and jewelry boxes.  Many of the prisoners, which began arriving in December, 1944, worked in construction, cleaned, cooked, and performed office tasks for the camp.

3.  Uboat.net – German U-Boat Men in Captivity
http://uboat.net/men/pow/pow_in_america.htm

This website includes the history of British requests to the United States to accept an emergency group of 50,000 POWs due to lack of space.  The site includes pictures of U-boat survivors from U-boats which were sunk off the coast of the United States (making up a very small percentage of the total German POW population).  It also includes recreation opportunities for the prisoners.

4.  Fort Knox History: World War II Axis POWs

http://www.knox.army.mil/documents/POW_Brochure.pdf
Provides a brief  background into the United States project of accepting Axis POWs.  The site describes prisoner routines in Fort Knox and includes memories from specific prisoners interned there.  This website indicates that much is still unknown about this period of time and requests stories and photographs from Fort Knox’s history.
5.  Fond du Lac Public Library  
Article entitled, “A Home Away From Home: German Prisoners of War in Fond du Lac County During World War II” by Jesse Ruth

http://www.fdlpl.org/davis_books/german_pow.html
This is a very comprehensive article about POWs in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin during the war.  Interestingly, the War Department prohibited news publication of the arrival and internment of prisoners possibly to protect the prisoners from violence from the community, but also possibly to keep enemy agents from assisting with a mass escape.  It is suggested that all of these POW camps adhered strictly to the conditions set forth by the Geneva Prisoner of War convention.  However, community members who did eventually find out about prisoners in their towns accused army officials of coddling the soldiers and that the soldiers were eating too well when American civilians were subject to wartime rations.
Visual / Audio Media Presentations

1.  Traces: We Bring History to Life

http://www.traces.org/germanpows.html
Includes two slideshows of life in Camp Algona in Iowa and original letters written by the POWs themselves and published in camp newspapers.

2.  POW Camps in the U.P.

http://wnmutv.nmu.edu/media/pow_book72.pdf
Original photographs and interviews with workers who knew some of the 1000 German prisoners held in five POW camps in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

3.  The Enemy in Our Midst: Nazi Prisoner of War Camps in Michigan's Upper Peninsula
Received a Good News award in June, 2005

A documentary first aired on Public TV 13 in northern Michigan, this project took two years to complete.  It contains many scenes shot throughout the Upper Peninsula. Also included in the 161-minute documentary are hundreds of historic photos, vintage film and interviews with local residents who had encounters with the POWs. In addition, the program features reenactments by local actors, area singers and musicians.  

4.  Summer of My German Soldier
Released in 1978, this made-for-TV-movie is based on the historical fictional novel of the same name (see description under books section).
5.  Allied Invasion of Italy video
http://www.history.com/topics/erwin-rommel-erwin/media#allied-invasion-of-italy
This is a short video explaining the Allied invasion of Italy and the German occupancy of northern and central Italy.  It will provide students with some background knowledge of the prisoners taken during these campaigns and interned in POW camps in the United States.

6.  National Public Radio: Questioning U.S. Policy’s on “America’s Captives.”

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=126194499
Talk of the Nation, April 22, 2010

Military historian Paul Springer discusses the history of POWs, from the Revolutionary War to today's wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. In the interview, Springer suggests that the most fanatical Nazis captured and interned on American soil were pulled aside and put into two separate maximum-security facilities.  Those that were the least risk or the least ideological were actually given many more privileges and much better treatment and an opportunity to educate themselves and to prepare themselves for post-War Germany.
7.  Discovery Education
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=025A73F6-2D35-4F13-9A46-AD6136C04315&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
An example of a German poster attempting to stimulate race hatred against blacks as well as Jews.  Since Jesse Owens was black, Hitler was furious when he won an Olympic gold medal
