Civil War Pathfinder

Name:  Julie Smialowski

Names of Members in Partnership:  Christina Fischer and Julie Smialowski

School/City:  Edgewood Senior High School, Ashtabula

Workshop Location:  Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleveland

Grade Level:  8

Curriculum/Subject Area:  Social Studies/ American History

Ohio Academic Content Standards: 

Grade 8 History


Benchmark G: Analyze the causes and consequences of the American Civil War


Grade Level Indicators:

· #9, a-g

· #10, a-c

· #11, a-c

Specific Topic:  American Civil War

Dewey Call Numbers: 


973.7 Administration of Abraham Lincoln, Civil War


973.709 2 Persons


973.8 Reconstruction Period, 1865-1901

Subject Headings:  

Civil War Causes


Civil War Battles


Civil War Leaders


Civilian/ Soldier life during the Civil War


Chronology of the Civil War


Aftermath/ Reconstruction

Description of Pathfinder:
This pathfinder includes information on a variety of topics related to the causes leading up to the Civil War, battles and important events, and the period that followed, known as Reconstruction.  

Content Categories:
Museum Web Sites (Teachers/ Students)
National Underground Railroad Freedom Center: http://www.freedomcenter.org/index2.html

This site offers educators resource opportunities and allows students to link to 


many core exhibit areas  in order to learn about the life of African Americans 


during the nation’s time of slavery.

The Robert E. Lee Memorial, Arlington House: http://www.nps.gov/

Once there, click on “Robert E. Lee at Arlington House- A Virtual Museum 


Exhibit”

Gettysburg National Military Park- Camp Life, Civil War Collections: 


http://www.cr.nps.gov/museum/exhibits/gettex/index.htm

This site offers the visitor an opportunity to explore the camp life of Civil War 


soldiers, from their day to day activities to the eating and sleeping conditions.

Civil War at the Smithsonian: http://www.civilwar.si.edu/

This site offers the visitor links to weaponry, civil war life, soldiers, slavery, 


important individuals, etc.

National Museum of Civil War Medicine: http://www.civilwarmed.org/

This site offers educators resources and collections regarding medicine and health 


issues during the Civil War era.

Books (Non-Fiction)

Robertson, James I.  “Civil War!” American Becomes One Nation.  New York: Random  


House, 1992

Examines the causes, major battles, military leaders, and effects of the American Civil War.
Burchard, Peter.  “We’ll Stand By the Union!” Robert Gould Shaw and Black 54th 


Massachusetts Regiment.  New York:  Facts on File, 1993.


Description of the leadership of Robert Shaw and the soldiers of the 54th 


Massachusetts.

Epperson, James F.  Causes of the Civil War.  New Jersey: OTTN Pub, 2006


"Explains the causes of the American Civil War, including legislative efforts to 

prevent the conflict, and the rising sectional tensions during the 1850s that 

ultimately led to rebellion by the Southern states"--Provided by publisher.

Angle, Paul M. and Earl Schenck Miers.  Tragic Years, 1860-1865; a documentary 


history of the American Civil War.  New York: Simon and Schuster, 1960.


Historical documentary of the Civil War

Yancey, Diane.  Leaders of the North and South.  San Diego: Lucent Books, 2000.

Discusses the leaders of the Civil War and their accomplishments, including statesmen, abolitionists, commanders of the Union and the Confederacy, cavalrymen, and women of courage.

Smith, Carter.  1863, The Crucial Year, a sourcebook on the Civil War.  Brookfield, 


Conn:  Millbrook Press, 1993

Uses a variety of contemporary materials to describe and illustrate certain key events of the Civil War that took place during 1863.

INFOhio Electronic Resources

William H. Seward " An Irrepressible Conflict," Annals of American History. 
<http://america.eb.com/america/article?articleId=386216>
[Accessed May 30, 2007]. 

" Nullification in the North," Annals of American History. 
<http://america.eb.com/america/article?articleId=386183>
[Accessed May 30, 2007]. 

John Brown " Last Speech to the Court," Annals of American History. 
<http://america.eb.com/america/article?articleId=386204>
[Accessed May 30, 2007]. 

" Southern Secession," Annals of American History. 
<http://america.eb.com/america/article?articleId=386189>
[Accessed May 30, 2007]. 

" Economic Reasons for Secession," Annals of American History. 
<http://america.eb.com/america/article?articleId=386167>
[Accessed May 30, 2007]. 

Books (Fiction)
Crane, Stephen.  “The Little Regiment” and other Civil War Stories.  New York: Dover


Publications, 1997

Includes the short stories:  “A Mystery of Heroism,” “A Gray Sleeve,” “The Little Regiment,” “The Veteran,” “An Indiana Campaign,” and “An Episode of War”

Crane, Stephen.  The Red Badge of Courage.  Philadelphia: Courage Books, 1992.


Story of a young soldier’s struggle with facing a dangerous battle.

Tademy, Lalita.  Red River.  New York: Warner Brothers, 2007.

"The intertwining stories of two Louisiana families--three generations of African-American men--and their struggles to make a place for themselves in a country deeply divided in the aftermath of the Civil War and beyond"--Provided by publisher.

Duey, Kathleen.  Amelina Carrett, Bayou Grand Coeur, Louisiana, 1863.  New York: 


Aladdin Paperbacks, 1999.

When thirteen-year-old Amelina saves the life of a young Yankee spy found injured near her Louisiana home in 1863, the orphaned girl creates a dangerous situation for herself and her uncle.

Hunt, Irene.  Across Five Aprils. Chicago: Follett Publishing Co., 1964.


A story of a young boy’s experience during the five years of the Civil War.

Media Resources

Civil War Journal [VHS] hosted by Danny Glover. [New York, New York]: A& E 


Television Networks, 1993.

The Blue and the Gray.  Dir. Andrew V. McLaglen.  Perf. Lloyd Bridges, Colleen 


Dewhurst, Stacy Keach, Gregory Peck, Rip Torn. Columbia, 1990.

National Geographic: Civil War Gold [DVD].  PBS.

Smithsonian’s Great Battles of the Civil War, 1861-1865 [DVD].  

The American Civil War: A Union Divided [DVD].  RED Distribution, 2003.

