 CHILDREN’S LITERATURE FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Name:  Theresa Poulos

Names of Members in Partnership:  Sue Messino, Kim Van Wey, Michelle Warner

School/City:  John Glenn High School/New Concord

Workshop Location:  Columbus Museum of Art

Grade Level(s)/Intended Audience:  Grades 9-12

Curriculum/Subject Area:  English 10, Economics, Spanish II

Ohio Academic Content Standards:

Language Arts:


Reading Applications: Literary Text—Students enhance their understanding of the human story by reading literary texts that represent a variety of authors, cultures and eras. They learn to apply the reading process to the various genres of literature, including fables, tales, short stories, novels, poetry and drama. They demonstrate their comprehension by describing and discussing the elements of literature (e.g., setting, character and plot), analyzing the author’s use of language (e.g., word choice and figurative language), comparing and contrasting texts, inferring theme and meaning and responding to text in critical and creative ways. Strategic readers learn to explain, analyze and critique literary text to achieve deep understanding

Communication: Oral and Visual—Students learn to communicate effectively through exposure to good models and opportunities for practice. By speaking, listening and providing and interpreting visual images, they learn to apply their communication skills in increasingly sophisticated ways. Students learn to deliver presentations that effectively convey information and persuade or entertain audiences. Proficient speakers control language and deliberately choose vocabulary to clarify points and adjust presentations according to audience and purpose.
Social Studies: 

People in Societies—Students use knowledge of perspectives, practices and products of cultural, ethnic and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within local, national, regional and global settings.

Geography—Students use knowledge of geographic locations, patterns and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity, and to explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world. 

Library:


Information Literacy—Effective school library media programs provide information literacy skills instruction.

Technology Literacy—Effective school library media programs provide technology literacy skills instruction in the use of library-based technologies.
Specific Topic with Explanation:  This unit is designed increase students awareness of other cultures through reading a variety of children’s literature.  Students will read a variety of works, and then select a particular book and a particular area in the world to study.  At the end, students will share their learning with a group of students in an elementary school, will present a PowerPoint on their geographical area, and will donate the children’s book to the school’s library. Students in Spanish II and Economics may use this pathfinder to enhance the research assigned by my unit partners.

Subject Headings: 
Children’s Literature



Folklore



Folktales




World Geography
Books (Children’s Literature):  

From “Multicultural” Picture Books presentation by Sylvia & Kenneth Marantz

at Virginia Hamilton Conference (April 2008)  

The Silk Princess (Picture Book) by Charles Santore

Red Butterfly: How a Princess Smuggled the Secret of Silk Out of China by Deborah Noyes and Sophie Blackall

Abby's Birds by Ellen Schwartz and Sima Elizabeth Shefrin

Zen Ties by Jon J Muth

Long-Long's New Year: A Story About the Chinese Spring Festival by Catherine Gower and He Zhihong

Bringing in the New Year by Grace Lin

Beyond the Great Mountains by Ed Young

Liu and the Bird: A Journey in Chinese Calligraphy by Catherine Louis

Legend of the Chinese Dragon by Marie Sellier, Wang Fei, and Catherine Louis

Twenty Heartbeats (Neal Porter Books) by Dennis Haseley and Ed Young

New Clothes for New Year's Day by Hyun-joo Bae

Behind the Mask by Yangsook Choi

Sun Mother Wakes the World: An Australian Creation Story by Diane Wolkstein and Bronwyn Bancroft

Running Shoes by Frederick Lipp and Jason Gaillard

A Song for Cambodia by Michelle Lord and Shino Arihara

Always With You by Ruth Vander Zee and Ronald Himler

The Ghost Catcher by Martha Hamilton

Mama's Saris by Pooja Makhijani and Elena Gomez

My Dadima Wears a Sari by Kashmira Sheth and Yoshiko Jaeggi

The Best Eid Ever by Asma Mobin-Uddin and Laura Jacobsen

Rama and Sita: A Tale from Ancient Java by David Weitzman

Silent Music (Neal Porter Books) by James Rumford

The Butter Man by Elizabeth Alalou and Julie Klear Essakalli

Planting the Trees of Kenya: The Story of Wangari Maathai (Frances Foster Books) by Claire A. Nivola

The People Could Fly: The Picture Book by Virginia Hamilton, Leo Dillon, and Diane Phd Dillon

Way Up and Over Everything by Alice McGill and Jude Daly

Mimi' s Parranda / La Parranda De Mimi by Lydia M. Gil and Hernan Sosa

The Storyteller's Candle/La velita de los cuentos by Lucia Gonzalez and Lulu Delacre

Secret of the Dance by Andrea Spalding, Alfred Skow, and Darlene Gait

Ancient Thunder by Leo Yerxa

One Green Apple by Eve Bunting and Ted Lewin

How I Learned Geography by Uri Shulevitz
From “Interpreting Multicultural Poetry through Readers Theater” presentation by Dr. Anthony Manna at Virginia Hamilton Conference, April 2008

A Movie in My Pillow/Una pelicula en mi almohada: Poems/Poemas by Jorge Argueta and Elizabeth Gomez

Voices: Poetry and Art from Around the World by Barbara Brenner
Burnt Sugar: Contemporary Cuban Poetry in English and Spanish by Lori Marie Carlson and Oscar Hijuelos (Eds.)

Not a Copper Penny in Me House by Monica Gunning

A Family of Poems: My Favorite Poetry for Children by Caroline Kennedy (Ed.) 

A Thousand Peaks: Poems from China by Siyu Liu and Orel Protopopescu

My Name is Jorge by Jane Medina

The Space Between Our Footsteps: Poems and Paintings from the Middle East by Naomi Shihab Nye (Ed.)

The Tree is Older Than You Are: A Bilingual Gathering of Stories and Poems from Mexico with Paintings by Mexican Artists by Naomi Shihab Nye (Ed.)

This Same Sky: A Collection of Poems from Around the World by Naomi Shihab Nye (Ed.)
Books (Non-fiction):  
For students: 

Depending on the country, the students should be able to find a variety of sources on that country in the appropriate section of the school and local libraries. 
For teachers: 
Marantz, Sylvia & Kenneth.  Multicultural Picturebooks: Art for Illuminating Our World (2nd ed). Scarecrow Press, 2004. 
INFOhio Electronic Resources:

The Art Collection
(search by country)

World Data Analyst 

Muskingum Country Library Electronic Resources

Culture Grams (Must have a library card to use)

http://www.muskingumlibrary.org/onlinedata.asp
Museum Web Sites:

Boston Children’s Museum (try the Global Gallery)

http://www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/exhibits/global_gallery.html
Metropolitan Museum of Art (search whole site by country) 
https://www.metmuseum.org/
National Museum of African Art 
http://www.nmafa.si.edu/index2.html
Vlmp: Virtual Library Museums Pages (search by country or region)
http://icom.museum/vlmp/
Other Web Sites:
For students: 

 Africa Focus: Sites and Sounds of a Continent
http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/AfricaFocus/
CIA: The World Factbook
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html 
Cool Planet—On-the-Line

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/ontheline/index.html
Cultural, Historical, and Statistical Country Information

http://www.countryreports.org/ 
Ethnologue: Languages of the World
http://www.ethnologue.com/web.asp
Global Memory Net

http://www.memorynet.org/global/  

Infoplease:  Countries of the World

http://www.infoplease.com/countries.html
International Children’s Digital Library

http://www.icdlbooks.org/
The Library of Congress Country Studies: Country Studies

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/cshome.html 

Lonely Planet

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/worldguide/
Multicultural Calendar

http://www.kidlink.org/KIDPROJ/MCC/
National Geographic: People and Places
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/
For teachers: 

The Children’s Literature Web Guide

http://www.acs.ucalgary.ca/%7edkbrown/index.html 
The Learning Page (under Area Studies)

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/start/inres/index.html 
Multicultural Children's Literature

http://www.lib.msu.edu/corby/education/multicultural.htm 
WorldWise Schools

http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/ 
