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Grade Levels: 9-10

Curriculum/Subject Area: Child Labor 

Ohio Academic Content Standards: History and Geography

Specific Topic: Explain the social, political, and economic effects of industrialization.

Books (Nonfiction for Students)

Brenzina, Corona. The Industrial Revolution in America: A Primary Source History of 


America’s Transformation Into an Industrial Society.  Rosen Publishing Group,


New York: 2005.

· Uses primary sources to recount the history of the Industrial Revolution in America.  Includes a bibliography and further reading suggestions.

Gourley, Catherine.  Society’s Sisters: Stories of Women who Fought for Social Justice 


in America.  Twenty-First Century Books, Brookfield Connecticut: 2003.

· Profiles 19th century women who tried to change the society in which they lived by promoting temperance, child labor, health care.  Includes bibliography.

Hobbs, Sandy, Jim McKechnie, and Michael Lavalette.  Child Labor: A World History 

Companion.  ABC-CLIO, Santa Barbara, California: 1999.

· An encyclopedia dealing with child labor both past and present.  Includes a chronology and extensive bibliography.

Outman, James L. and Elisabeth Outman.  Industrial Revolution: Primary Sources.  


U-X-L, Detroit: 2003.

· Sources include written works, speeches, and testimony from the period.  Chapter 3 in particular deals with working conditions.  Includes books and web sites for further information.

Sakolsky, Josh.  Critical Perspectives on the Industrial Revolution.  Rosen Publishing 


Group, New York: 2005.

· An anthology of writings about the Industrial Revolution.  Chapter 3:  People, Places and Environments—Faces of the Revolution is especially relevant.  Includes an annotated bibliography and a list of books for further reading.

Stalcup, Brenda.  Turning Points in World History: The Industrial Revolution.  


Greenhaven Press, San Diego, California: 2002.

· An anthology of writings about the Industrial Revolution.  This work includes a brief history and a bibliography for further research.

Books (Historical Fiction for Students)

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Uprising.  Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 


New York: 2007.

· Bell and Yetta are young immigrants working for the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory.  Yetta crusades for the union and helps set up a strike.  They are both at work on March 25, 1911 when a spark ignites some cloth and the building burns, leading to one of the worst workplace disasters in our history.

Hughes, Pat.  The Breaker Boys.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, New York: 2004.

· Nate Tanner’s father is a wealthy coal mine owner in Pennsylvania.  When Nate is dismissed from boarding school and sent home, he befriends Johnny who works as a coal sorter.  Labor union problems present difficulties for the friendship.

Paterson, Katherine.  Bread and Roses, Too.  Clarion Books, New York: 2006.

· Jake and Rosa, two children, form an unlikely friendship as they try to survive and understand the 1912 Bread and Roses strike of mill workers in Lawrence, Massachusetts.

Paterson, Katherine.  Lyddie.  Puffin Books, New York: 1991.

· After her mother leaves, Lyddie and her brother are left to fend for themselves.  Lyddie journeys to the mill town of Lowell and begins working in the factory.  She works long exhausting hours to try to pay off her family’s debt.  Her friendshio with radical Diana may jeopardize her job.

Porter, Tracey.  Billy Creekmore. Joanna Cotler Books, New York: 2007.

· In 1905, 10 year old Billy is taken from an orphanage to live with an aunt and uncle of whose existence he was previously unaware.  He enjoys his first taste of family life until his work in a coal mine and his involvement with a union bring trouble.

Books (Teacher’s Resources)

Hazen, Walter.  The Industrial Revolution.  School Specialty Publishing, Grand Rapids:  


1999.

· Resource for student activities which may be used in the classroom.  Each activity provides background information and a letter written in the voice of an eyewitness account of the topic.  Includes discussion questions and topics for further study.

Isicke, Harriet.  Child Labor and the Industrial Revolution:  The Twentieth Century.


Teacher Created Materials, Huntington Beach, California: 2009.

· A reader’s theater developed about children who work in a North Carolina linen mill.

Schamel, Wynell B.  “The Protection of Working Children”, Teaching with Documents.


Washington, DC.  National Archives Trust Fund Board, 1998

· A document based resource in which background on child labor and the Walsh-Healy Act is given.  Two documents are provided: Report on the Visit to the Office of County Superintendent of Schools, Athens Georgia, December 4, 1922 and a copy of a Georgia State Law on child labor.  Teaching activities include discussion questions, document analysis and research activities.

Stoeke, Janet Morgan.  “Children at Work—Photographs, ca. 1908”.  Teaching with 


Documents Using Primary Sources from the National Archives.  Washington, DC


The National Archives Trust Fund Board, 1989.

· This resource provides background on child labor as well as photos of children working in factories in the early 20th century.  Teaching activities include having students produce diary entries from a worker’s point-of-view and discussion questions.

Infohio Resources

World Book Advanced.  “Child Labor”.

Museum Web Sites 


Tenement Museum:  http://www.tenement.org   A spectacular visit to a tenement 


Building in the Lower East Side of New York.


National Museum of American History:  http://americanhistory.si.edu
Web Resources (for Teachers)

Smithsonian Education:


In the Playtime of Others: Child Labor in the Early 20th Century.  Lessons to aid 


in the teaching about working conditions of child laborers.  Includes a factory 


simulation, gathering information from photos, and writing a dialogue.


Our Story:  American History Stories and Activities You Can Do Together.  

106 books on various grade levels.


Library and Archival Exhibitions on the Web:  Child Labor in Virginia.  


Photographs by Lewis Hine Display of October 13, 2001-March 23, 2002


Virginia Historical Society

Library of Congress


The Learning Page.  Child Labor in America  Resource Page by Joyce Kosman 


Valenza and Carl Atkinson.  An extensive compendium of all types of resources.


The American Memory Collection.  Numerous collections with photos and 


Information from various government sources.

Child Labor in NYC Tenements.  http://www.tenant.net/community/LES/kleeck9.hyml
Webisode 4:  Wake Up, America http://www.pbs.org.wnet/historyofus/web04/index.html

Teacher’s Guide available.

Childhood Lost.  Teaching with Primary Sources.  http://www.eiu.edu/~eiutps/childhood.php
http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/Industrial_Revolution.html

A list of web site pertaining to this subject.

http://www.darienps.org/msxlibrary/childlabor.htm

A listing of web sites on this topic.

http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/childlabor/index.html
http://www.edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=430
http://www2.needham.k12.ma.us.nhs/cur/Baker_00/2002_p7/ak_p7/childlabor.html
