Crossing Boundaries, Bridging the Gap:

Connecting Museums, Schools, and Libraries
Name: Joanne L. Urban

School: Polaris Career Center

              Middleburg Hts., OH

Workshop Location: Cleveland, OH

Grade Level: 11-12
Curriculum/Subject Area: Embedded English in Early Childhood Education and Teaching Professions
Specific Topic with Explanation: The purpose of this Pathfinder is to educate juniors and seniors in high school who are enrolled in the embedded Early Childhood Education/English class and Teaching Professions/English class about picture books. This Pathfinder will aide the Pre-service teachers in lesson planning literacy integration.
Ohio Academic Content Standards:
Standard:  Concepts of Print, Comprehension

Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies

Benchmarks: Literary Texts
By the end of the 11–12 programs:

A. Analyze and evaluate the five elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, point of view and theme) in literary text.

B. Explain ways characters confront similar situations and conflict.

C. Analyze how an author uses figurative language and literary techniques to shape plot and set meaning.

D. Critique an author’s style.

Standard:  Research
Benchmarks:

By the end of the 11–12 programs:

A. Formulate open-ended research questions suitable for inquiry and investigation and adjust questions as necessary while research is conducted.

B. Compile, organize and evaluate information, take notes and summarize findings.

C. Evaluate the usefulness and credibility of data and sources and synthesize information from multiple sources.

D. Use style guides to produce oral and written reports that give proper credit for sources (e.g., words, ideas, images and information) and include an acceptable format for source acknowledgement.

E. Communicate findings, reporting on the substance and processes orally, visually and in writing or through multimedia.
Subject Headings:
Obsessive-compulsive disorder Fiction

Blind Fiction

Physically handicapped Fiction

Wheelchairs Fiction

Physically handicapped Fiction

Muscular dystrophy Fiction

Service dogs Fiction
Description of Pathfinder: This pathfinder will be dealing with picture books to help Preschool and Pre-service teachers to identify resources that include characters with disabilities.
Museum Websites (for students):
The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art-

http://www.picturebookart.org/Home
Opened in 2002, this museum is dedicated to the appreciation and preservation of children’s art.  Located in western Massachusetts, it is devoted to the development of literacy in children.
The Kenneth W. Berger hearing Aid Museum and Archives-
This collection, including over 3,000 hearing aids is the largest collection of in the world.
http://dept.kent.edu/hearingaidmuseum/
The Kids on the Block- an educational puppet troupe
Students learn from puppets what it is like to be a person with Special Needs.
http://www.people-inc.org/kidsontheblock/People.htm
The Eyeglass Museum in Shibuya, Tokyo
On the 7th floor you will find a collection of eye wear from Europe and Asia from the 13th century to the present day. You will also find spectacular fashions in glasses with handles, monocles, and pince nez.

http://tokyoq.com/weekly_updates/tqoole/eyeglass.html
Helen Keller Kids Museum Online

Children can ask Keller Johnson-Thompson, Helen’s great-grandniece questions which may appear in her monthly column. The interactive museum shows pictures of Helens childhood, education, and real videos about Braille boxes, and Anne Sullivan explaining how Helen learned to speak.

http://www.afb.org/braillebug/hkgallery.asp?tpid=3
Perkins History Museum- Perkins School for the Blind
Watertown, MA.

 This is the first school for the blind in the United States, founded in 1829. The web site has a Helen Keller Photo Gallery, Anne Sullivan history, Laura Bridgman section, and a Helen Keller Student Photo Gallery from the time she was a young child through her early twenties.
http://perkins.pvt.k12.ma.us/museum/section.php?id=214
Museum of The Alphabet -is located in Waxhaw, N.C. 

This museum tells the story of alphabet makers from ancient history to modern times. One page is devoted to Louis Braille who invented the system of reading and writing by touch.  The Braille alphabet is displayed on this page also.

http://www.jaars.org/museum/alphabet/index.htm
The APH Callahan Museum- Collection of Mechanical Braille Writers for Embossed Characters
This museum is actively collecting artifacts on Braille writers of all sorts and artifacts which relate to the education of blind people.

http://www.aph.org/braillewriters/index.html
The Museum of disABILITY History- an interactive flash web site featuring rich media exhibits. Included is a Disability and Medical Establishment Timeline, teacher resources, cures, The Museum of disABILITY History and People Inc. provide entertainment and information while exploring issues of the disabled. The Museum’s exhibits, collections,     archives, and educational programs create awareness for 10,000 people with special needs throughout Western New York.
http://www.disabilityfilmfest.org
Picture Book s:
Adler, David A.  A Picture Book of Helen Keller, New York, NY. Holiday House,1992
This is a pictorial biography of Helen Keller’s life and the changes made by her teacher, Anne Sullivan.
Bouchard, Lois Kalb. The Boy Who Wouldn’t Talk. New York: Doubleday & Co., Inc.

A little Puerto Rican boy decides not to talk because English is difficult for him. He will just draw pictures and nod. He meets a boy who cannot see and Carlos is forced to talk.
Buehrens, Adam. Hi, I’m Adam: A Child’s Book about Tourette Syndrome. Hope Press, 1990
Even small children can understand this book!   It is a perfect read for a young child who has Tourette Syndrome to help him to understand it and to help explain it to his friends.

Cowen-Fletcher, Jane. Mama Zooms. New York: Scholastic Books, 1993
What is it like to have a mother who zooms through life in a wheelchair?
Gregory, Nan. How Smudge Came. Red Deer, Alberta, Canada: Red Deer College Press, 1995
Cindy falls in love with a dog named Smudge but she cannot keep him.  She is developmentally handicapped and the home where she lives will not let Smudge live there. A solution is found by her friends at Hospice who figure out a way for everyone to be happy.
Lears, Laurie. Ian’s Walk: A Story about Autism. Albert Whitman, 1998.  Ian gets lost and his sister must try to see the world as Ian does in order to find him.
This is a story about an autistic boy who takes a walk with his older sister.
Niner, Holly L.  I Can’t Stop! A story about Tourette Syndrome. Morton Grove, Il.: Albert Whitman and Co.

A young boy, Nathan, learns to deal with the disorder that affects him with uncontrollable tics and movements and how he gets others to understand.

Swearingen, Greg. Mr. Worry: A story about OCD. Morton Grove, Ill.2004

Kevin’s obsessive behavior really starts to worry him and his councilor teaches him ways to manage his condition.
Shally, Celeste, Since We’re Friends: An Autism Picture Book. Awaken Specialty Press, 2007
This is a story about two friends who are very different from each other.  One boy offers his friendship to another boy who has autism
Karim, Roberta. Mandy Sue Day. New York: Clairon Books.2003

This story tells about a blind girl who uses all of her other senses to enjoy a special day with her horse, Ben.
Young Adult Novels
Jones, Ron. The Acorn People. Dell Laurel-Leaf, 1976

This is a moving novel about a group of children who are sent to Camp Wiggins, a camp for disabled children.
Haddon, Mark. the curious incident of the dog in the night-time. Vintage, United Kingdom, 2004
The reader sees the world through a young teen that has Asperger’s Syndrome.  The main character sets out to find the killer of a neighborhood dog but finds out more than he has bargained for when he learns about his mother’s death.

Albom, Mitch. Tuesdays with Morrie. Random House, 1997
This novel is a true story of a college professor who is dying form amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease. The professor wishes to teach his last lesson to his former student, who chronicles his personal account of time spend with Morrie Schwartz, during his last months of life. 
Gregory, Julie. Sickened:  The Memoir of a Munchausen by Proxy Childhood. Bantam Dell, New York, NY, 2003
This account of a dysfunctional childhood questions the physical and mental struggles associated with this disease.
Johnson McBryde, Harriet. Accidents of nature. Thorndike Press, Thorndike, Me, 2007
Wheelchair bound Jean, a teen with cerebral palsy, attends a camp where she meets other handicapped people with different attitudes and experiences.  This book is set in the 1970’s and talks openly about being different.

Kortge, Ron. Stoner & Spaz. Candlewick Press, Cambridge, Mass. 2002
Ben Bancroft, a teenager with cerebral palsy, likes to go to the movies to escape his overly-protective mother.  While there, he meets Colleen Minou, a tattooed punker, who changes his life forever.
Picoult, Jodi.  My Sister’s Keeper Atria books, New York, NY., 2004
Kate’s parents decide to have another child who will be selected as a genetic match for her sister, who has leukemia.  After years of being used to save her sister, Anna hires an attorney to sue her parents for medical emancipation.
Media Resources-
Acorn People Web quest- 
Students will complete tasks and research a disease or disorder to create a brochure about the topic to inform the public about the disease.
http://www.washburn.k12.wi.us/high%20school/KrisenEnglish/VocEng12/Acorn%20People%20Webquest/Pages/index.htm
“Rain Man”-Barry Morrow, 1988. DVD, 133 minutes.  A car salesman learns that his father has left his brother his multi-million dollar estate.  He didn’t know he had a brother but learns that Raymond is in a mental institution for autism. The road trip and adventure begins.
YouTube-Kim Peek-The Real Rain Man

“A Beautiful Mind”- Ron Howard, 2001.DVD, 135 minutes. A biographical novel about John Forbes Nash, the Nobel Laureate in Economics.

“Waiting For Ronald”-/Ellen Gerstein, 2003. Palm Springs International Film Festival, short film.
A developmentally handicapped man leaves the institution to meet his best friend to start a new life. 
 “Darius Goes West: The Roll of His Life” DVD-non-profit film
Darius Weems has Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy and has never left his hometown.  He travels across the country with a group of students from Athens, Georgia, in a wheelchair accessible RV to test out accessibility and to convince MTV to customize his wheelchair on “Pimp My Ride”. 

http://www.dariusgoeswest.com/film/html
www.dgwknowaboutit.com- Lessons for teachers

“I Am Sam”-Jessie Nelson.DVD, 2002, 134 minutes

A mentally challenged father fights for his rights to parent his young daughter while the major question remains: Is it better to love the child even though intellectually he is inferior?
