WILSON’S GONE GREEN

 CELEBRATE EARTH DAY ALL YEAR

Name:  Wilson’s Gone Green

Teachers:  Patti Lewis, Media Specialist and Kacey Nobis, Art Teacher

School/City:   Wilson Elementary School, Cincinnati, OH 

Workshop Location:  Cincinnati Art Museum

Grade Level/Intended Audience: Kdg-6th Grade and Teachers.

Curriculum/Subject Area:  Earth Day Yearlong Celebration 

Ohio Academic Content Standards: Art and Language Arts 

TOPIC:  This pathfinder is intended for a comprehensive yearlong celebration of “Earth Day”.  We plan to include this pathfinder as one resource in a packet of material distributed to teachers and students.  Art teacher roles will include an Art show in February based on recycled art.  Language Arts, Social Studies, Math, Science, Technology, and Library are the targeted content areas.  We plan to include activities for each content area.  The Art teacher and librarian see this project starting in late fall and culminating on Earth Day, 2009. Books, websites, online museums, and art will be celebrated.  Additionally our middle school students will create a multi media presentation in Moviemaker to present during the Art Show.  

Subject Headings: 

· conservation 

· recycling

· endangered species 

· wildlife conservation

· earth day

· earth day crafts

· junk

· global warming

· ecology

Dewey:  363.73, 363.72, 551.46, 591, 628.4

CONTENT CATEGORIES:

WEBSITES FOR STUDENTS

http://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqikids_new.main- is apart of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s air quality to help 7-10 year old’s about pollution and air quality

http://www.amnh.org/ology/?channel=biodiversity- American Museum of Natural History- Biodiversity “Everything Counts!”

http://www.kidsplanet.org/-  species fact sheets, games, web of life, how kids can help defend the environment, even a Wildlife Adoption Center

http://www.nrdc.org/greensquad/- this NRDC website shows how to identify and solve environmental problems.  Discover a colorful virtual school room by room, and use the mouse to locate potential hazards

http://epa.gov/climatechange/kids/index.html- this EPA explains what global warming is and what causes it, and what you can do to help stop it.  

WEBSITES FOR TEACHERS

http://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/scied/- Environmental Health Science Education: website provides educators, students and scientists with easy access to reliable tools, resources and classroom materials.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/teachers/default.stm- BBC news with lesson plans, hot topics, and interactive website

http://www.enviroliteracy.org/teachers-index.php- Website that includes teaching resources, lab activities, and local resources in your community

http://www.globe.gov/r?lang=en&nav=1- The Globe Program- get connected around the world with other teachers, students, and scientists

MUSEUM WEBSITES

http://www.sheddaquarium.org/- Chicago Shedd Aquarium

http://www.koshlandsciencemuseum.org/index.jsp- Marian Koshland Science Museum of the National Academy of Sciences

http://www.bellmuseum.org/- Bell Museum of Natural History

http://www.brucemuseum.org/index.php- Bruce Museum-The Bruce Museum promotes the understanding and appreciation of Art and Science to enrich the lives of all people.

http://www.fieldmuseum.org/- Chicago Field Museum

Non Fiction Books

Earth Day 
Nobleman, Marc Tyler.

Table of contents, index, and glossary- Additional resources and facts- Questions and answer format
Almost Gone : the world's rarest animals 
Jenkins, Steve, 1952-

Thousands of animal species have vanished in the last two centuries, and many others, like the Amur leopard, are almost gone.Read and find out about the world's most fascinating endangered animals ... before they disappear! 
Earth Day Birthday 
Schnetzler, Pattie L., 1952-

Here is a sing-along, read-along book that honors the animals, the environment, and a universal holiday all in one fresh approach. Includes suggestions for Earth Day activities.

Earth Day : keeping our planet clean 
Landau, Elaine. 

Discusses the origins of Earth Day, its history, and how it is observed in the United States today.

Fiction Books

Tracks of a Panda 

Dowson, Nick.

A giant panda and her baby set off on a search for a safe, sustaining home, in this informative tale about an enchanting creature. Dowsons lyrical text, interspersed with intriguing facts, follows one of natures most magnificent--and endangered--species on its search for a safe habitat. Full color.

Clifford's Spring Clean-Up

By Norman Bridwell

Clifford's help with spring cleaning is not appreciated until he gets involved in neighborhood Earth Day projects.

Julie and the Eagles 
by McDonald, Megan. 

Julie and Ivy find a baby owl in Golden Gate Park in need of help. At a wildlife rescue center, Julie meets two bald eagles that will be caged for life unless money is raised to release them in the wild. For Earth Day, Julie thinks of a unique way to tell the public of the eagles plight. Includes an exploration of the beginning of the environmental movement.

Just a Dream

By Chris Van Allsburg

When it comes to the environment, young Walter is not an enlightened individual.  He’s a litterbug who believes sorting trash is a big waste of time.  What’s more he thinks his friend’s birthday present, a tree, is the most ridiculous gift he’s ever seen.

Reference and Professional Resources

Trash to Treasure

Leisure Arts: Memory in the Making Series

Want to discover hidden treasures beyond imagination? Then use this book as your secret map to crafty recycled riches!!
Awesome Things to Make with Recycled Stuff

By Heather Smith with Joe Rhatigan

Recycle all sorts of things you use regularly into really cool projects that are fun to make.  Transform metal cans, tins, and foil into candleholders, a lamp, and musical instruments.  Reclaim cds, film canisters, plastic bags to create decorations for your room and yourself.

Earth Day Bulletin Board-in-a-Book 
by Judith Mitchell
Everything you need to create a bulletin board and themed curriculum activities to go with it! The fold-out cover contains full-color punch-out pieces and the 16 page include patterns, clip art, activity pages, lessons and more! Included are borders, punch-outs, clip art, lettering, reproducible pages, curriculum activities, award and much more!

Earth Day Crafts 
by Gnojewski, Carol.

Learn more about how you can do your part to help save the planet. Celebrate Earth Day not only once a year but every day. Using these easy-to-follow directions, author Carol Gnojewski shows you how to create a Bounce Back Ball from recycled material and do fun projects 

My Big Green Teacher:Earth Day Field Trip (Taking the Green Road) 
by Michelle Y. Glennon
Mrs. Knoodle's class takes a field trip to visit a recycling plant and then aave a picnic in a nearby park. Little Bug, Anton the Ant and Pedro the Parrot join the class and help teach the class important ways of keeping our natural surroundings clean and green. Includes the recycling pledge, fun activities and a special Earth Day song. This book is exceptional for introducing recycling in a simple and entertaining way.

INFOhio

http://www.infohio.org
Britannica Online

The Art Collection

Media Resources (Video, CD-ROM, DVD, etc.)  

The Simpsons Movie

Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment

Lisa convinces the locals to clean up the polluted Lake Springfield after a crowd of fans sink the Green Day concert stage. 

Jack Johnson:  Curious George Soundtrack

CD contains songs/lyrics promoting recycling, taking care of the earth, school activities

Video/DVD/VHS:  All About Garbage and Recycling/All About Trucks
All About.  

Children will get a behind-the-scenes look at the world of garbage collection, recycling and trucks in this two-part, live-action program.

Video/DVD:  Environmental Health

Health for Children DVD Series.

Schlessinger Media

Rs: reduce, reuse and recycle.  Environmental Health provides terrific tips for kids, families and communities to put those three Rs in action! Part of the multivolume Health for Children DVD Series.   A teacher's guide is included and available online.

Realia
· Recycled items for art projects and culminating Art Show

· Family mural made of recycled materials in media center

· Recycled items as a school wide activity

OHIO STANDARDS

Arts-Visual Arts

Grade 1:

	Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts 
Students understand the impact of visual art on the history, culture and society from which it emanates. They understand the cultural, social and political forces that, in turn, shape visual art communication and expression. Students identify the significant contributions of visual artists to cultural heritage. They analyze the historical, cultural, social and political contexts that influence the function and role of visual art in the lives of people. 


	Benchmark C: Identify and describe the different purposes people have for creating works of art. 


	3. Share artwork or an art object from their own cultural backgrounds and describe its purpose (e.g., personal, functional or decorative). 


Grade 3:

	Connections, Relationships and Applications 
Students connect and apply their learning of visual art to the study of other arts areas and disciplines outside the arts. They understand relationships between and among concepts and ideas that are common across subjects in the curriculum. Students recognize the importance of lifelong learning and experience in visual art. 


	Benchmark B: Use the visual arts as a means to understand concepts and topics studied in disciplines outside the arts. 


	2. Communicate mathematics, geography or science information visually (e.g., develop a chart, graph or illustration). 


Grade 5:

	Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts 
Students understand the impact of visual art on the history, culture and society from which it emanates. They understand the cultural, social and political forces that, in turn, shape visual art communication and expression. Students identify the significant contributions of visual artists to cultural heritage. They analyze the historical, cultural, social and political contexts that influence the function and role of visual art in the lives of people. 


	Benchmark C: Demonstrate knowledge of historical influences on contemporary works of art and make predictions about influences on the future of visual art. 


	5. Examine how social, environmental or political issues affect design 

choices (e.g., architecture, public art and fashion). 


	Creative Expression and Communication 
Students create artworks that demonstrate understanding of materials, processes, tools, media, techniques and available technology. They understand how to use art elements, principles and images to communicate their ideas in a variety of visual forms. 


	Benchmark B: Create two- and three-dimensional original artwork that demonstrates personal visual expression and communication. 


	3. Identify and communicate sources of ideas (e.g., personal experience, interests, nature or common objects) for their artworks 


Language Arts

Grade 2:

	Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text 
Students gain information from reading for purposes of learning about a subject, doing a job, making decisions and accomplishing a task. Students need to apply the reading process to various types of informational texts, including essays, magazines, newspapers, textbooks, instruction manuals, consumer and workplace documents, reference materials, multimedia and electronic resources. They learn to attend to text features, such as titles, 

subtitles and visual aids, to make predictions and build text knowledge. They learn to read diagrams, charts, graphs, maps and displays in text as sources of additional information. Students use their knowledge of text structure to organize content information, analyze it and draw inferences from it. Strategic readers learn to recognize arguments, bias, stereotyping and propaganda in informational text sources. 


	Benchmark A. Use text features and structures to organize content, draw conclusions and build text knowledge. 


	1. Use the table of contents, glossary, captions and illustrations to identify information and to comprehend text. 


	5. Identify information in diagrams, charts, graphs and maps. 


	Research 
Students define and investigate self-selected or assigned issues, topics and problems. They locate, select and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference and technological sources. Students use an appropriate form to communicate their findings. 


	Benchmark A. Generate questions for investigation and gather information from a variety of sources. 


	1. Create questions for investigations, assigned topic or personal area of interest. 


Grade 6:

	Research 
Students define and investigate self-selected or assigned issues, topics and problems. They locate, select and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference and technological sources. Students use an appropriate form to communicate their findings. 


	Benchmark A. Formulate open-ended research questions suitable 

for inquiry and investigation and develop a plan for gathering information. 


	1. Generate a topic, assigned or personal interest, and open-ended questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information. 


