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TITLE OF COMPANION ACTION PLAN:  America:  Moving West
GRADE LEVEL(S):  3 – 5
CURRICULUM/SUBJECT AREA:  Social Studies/History/Skills and Methods

SPECIFIC TOPIC:  The California Gold Rush
OHIO ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS:

1. Grade 3 – History Benchmark C.  Explain how the developments led to the growth of 

      the United States #3f, Transportation.

2. Grade 5 – History Benchmark A.  1. Create time lines and identify possible 

      relationships between events.

3. Grade 5 – History Benchmark C.  6. Explain the Impact of settlement, 

      industrialization and transportation on the expansion of the United States.

4. Grade 5 – Social Studies Skills and Methods Benchmark B.  3. Identify possible 

      cause and effect relationships.
This pathfinder includes resources providing information about the discovery of gold in California in the 1800s and the growth of the western part of the United States as the promise of opportunity lured fortune seekers west.  As the atmosphere of the adventure spread, the use of steam engine trains emerged and eventually brought about the completion of a Transcontinental Railroad.
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Subject Headings

California – descriptions and travel – 1848-1869

California – Gold discoveries

California History – 1846-1850

Cookery, American – California style

Frontier and Pioneer Life – California
Gold mines and mining – California – History – 19th century

Overland journeys to the Pacific

Pioneers - California

San Francisco Bay Area (Calif.) – Social life and customs – 19th century

Sutter’s Fort

Sutter, John Augustus, 1803-1880

Voyages to the Pacific Coast
BOOKS (NONFICTION)
Altman, Linda Jacobs.  The California Gold Rush in American History.  Springfield, NJ:  Enslow Publishers, Inc., 1997.
Describes adventures and disasters in the lives of people who rushed to the gold mines of California and explains how this event sparked the state’s development.  Timeline included.
Blake, Arthur & Dailey, Pamela.  The Gold Rush of 1849 : staking a claim in California.  Brookfield, CN:  The Millbrook Press, 1995.
Includes information and photos about African American and Chinese miners, and how children experienced life during the gold rush adventure.
Blumberg, Rhoda.  The Great American Gold Rush.  New York:  Bradbury Press, 1989.
Describes the emigration of people from the East Coast of the United States and from foreign countries to California to pursue the dream of discovering gold.
Dolan, Edward F.  The California Gold Rush.  New York:  Benchmark Books, 2003.  
Explores the phenomenon of the California Gold Rush, including information about the route to California taken by hopeful miners and the fate of John Sutter, owner of the land on which gold was first discovered.
Ferris, Julie.  California Gold Rush : a guide to California in the 1850s.  New York:  Kingfisher Publications, 1999.

Presents a look at the sites and society that existed in San Francisco during the time of the Gold Rush in the 1850s.  Well done with pictures, maps, and a souvenir quiz at the end of the book.
Haigh, Jane G.  Children of the Gold Rush.  Boulder, CO:  Roberts Rinehart Publishers, 1999.
Describes, in individual stories, vintage photographs, and historic memorabilia, what life was like for these indomitable kids a century ago.  A fantastic look at the Gold Rush in the North (mainly Alaska and the Yukon Territory).  Many amazing photos and stories.
Hayhurst, Chris.  John Sutter : California pioneer.  New York:  The Rosen Publishing Group, Inc., 2004.

Photos, illustrations, maps and timeline included.
Isaacs, Sally Senzell.  The Gold Rush.  Chicago, IL:  Heinemann Library, 2004.
This book includes a glossary, timeline, book suggestions, and places to visit for more information.
Ito, Tom.  The California Gold Rush.  San Diego, CA:  Lucent Books, Inc., 1997.

Includes timeline and many excellent photos and illustrations.

Kallen, Stuart A. & Boekhoff, P.M.  The Gold Rush.  San Diego, CA:  KidHaven Press, 2002.

Discusses the California gold rush including the discovery of gold at Sutter’s Mill in 1848, the migration of people to California, life in California’s mining camps and boom towns, and the crime, racism, and frontier justice that followed.  Glossary included.
Kalman, Bobbie.  The Gold Rush : life in the old west.  New York: Crabtree Publishing Company, 1999.

This book describes how the prospect of finding gold lured both men and women west and discusses how they lived, the difficulties they faced, and the impact of the gold rush on the Native Americans.  Glossary included.
Klein, James.  Gold Rush! the young prospector’s guide to striking it rich.  Berkeley, CA: Tricycle Press, 1998.
Discusses the creation, history, and location of gold, describes tools used by prospectors, and provides instructions on how to find and pan for gold.
Krensky, Stephen.  Striking It Rich.  New York:  Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1996.

This is a ‘Ready-to-Read’ chapter book – Level 3.
Mattern, Joanne.  America’s Gold Rush! John Sutter and the discovery of gold in California.  New York:  The Rosen Publishing Group, Inc., 2004.

Glossary of vocabulary included at the end of the book.
McMorrow, Catherine.  Gold Fever!  New York:  Random House, 1996.

This is a ‘Step into Reading’ chapter book. – Step 4, grades 2-4.
Rau, Margaret.  The Wells Fargo Book of the Gold Rush.  New York:  Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing, 2001.

Tells of how Wells Fargo brought banking services to the western frontier and was able to cater to miners, entrepreneurs from the eastern United States, and immigrants from China, Europe, Mexico, and Canada.
Rivera, Sheila.  The California Gold Rush.  Edina, MN:  ABDO Publishing Company, 2004.

Includes glossary, timeline, maps, photos, and illustrations.

Schanzer, Rosalyn.  Gold Fever!  Tales from the California gold rush.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 1999.

Uses lighthearted illustrations and excerpts from letters, journals, and newspaper articles to relate the story of the California Gold Rush of 1848. This book uses an original way to present facts.  Well done.
Saffer, Barbara.  The California Gold Rush.  Broomall, PA:  Mason Crest Publishers, 2003.
Includes a glossary, timeline, internet resources, and suggestions for further reader.
Schroeder, Lisa Golden.  California Gold Rush Cooking.  Mankato, MN:  Capstone Press, 2001.
Discusses the everyday life, cooking methods, common foods, and hardships and celebrations during the Gold Rush in California.  Includes recipes, photos, glossary, and addresses to museums and historical societies.
Thompson, Linda.  The California Gold Rush.  Vero Beach, FL:  Rourke Publishing, 2005.
Includes an extensive glossary, timeline, and list and information about key people in the history of the California gold rush.
BOOKS (FICTION)
Altman, Linda Jacobs.  The Legend of Freedom Hill.  New York:  Lee & Low Books Inc., 2000.

In gold rush California, Rosabel and her Jewish friend Sophie decide to free Rosabel's mother--a fugitive slave who's been caught--by panning for gold. 
Gregory, Kristiana.  Seeds of Hope – the gold rush - diary of Susanna Fairchild: Dear America.  New York:  Scholastic, 2001.
A fictional story based on historical facts, Susanna Fairchild and her family venture west and her father gets caught up in gold fever.  Written in diary format.
Heisel, Sharon E.  Precious Gold, Precious Jade.  New York:  Holiday House, 2000.
The friendship of a Chinese and American girl during the gold rush is challenged by an environment of prejudice thinking.

REFERENCE BOOKS

Murray, Stuart.  Wild West.  New York:  DK Publishing, 2001.
MUSEUMS
http://www.huntington.org/Education/GoldRush/Entrance/lesson.html
Online exhibit includes lithographs, paintings, and documents (newspaper articles, pamphlets, etc.) from the early 1800’s that relate to the Gold Rush.  

http://www.califorcniahistory.net/
Museum site has timeline and guide to over 300 years of California history.  Collections include fine art, photography, and research library.

http://www.museumca.org/goldrush/
A virtual museum site with exhibits from the Gold Rush era.  Site also includes curriculum materials, paintings, photos, and more.

http://www.stjosephmuseum.org/index.html
The St. Joseph Museums of St. Joseph, Missouri features web pages on historical events such as the Gold Rush.  A multiple choice quiz is included.

WEB SITES
http://pbskids.org/wayback/goldrush/index.html
Public Broadcasting site – from the American Experience series, U.S. History for Kids.

Activities covering prominent people, facts about gold, and tips for parents and teachers.
http://www.infohio.org/
Britannica Online Elementary – Second Edition
SIRS Discoverer – gold rush

http://www.daguerre.org/home.php
This site features various galleries portraying historic images, including the gold rush days, created using daguerreotype, the first system of photography.
http://comspark.com/chronicles/
Includes history of eight counties saturated by gold rush fever.  Excellent timeline, chronicled by years, pages featuring famous people, all about gold, and more.  Very informative web site.
http://www.kidport.com/Teacher/TeacherIndex.htm
Content covers materials for grades K – 8 for each subject area, along with a Reference Library which can access material on the gold rush.

http://lii.org/
Links to web sites selected by librarians on various topics, including the gold rush.

VIDEOS/DVDS
http://catalog.socialstudies.com/
An extensive selection of educational videos focusing on the California gold rush.

ACTIVITIES
http://catalog.socialstudies.com/
From the Social Studies School Service Company of Culver City, CA.  Materials available include posters, reproducibles, books, CD-Roms and software.  
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