FENCES  PATHFINDER



Name: Michael Henson
Names of members in partnership: Mary DiCiero, Jennifer Lewis-Thornton, Kim Parrillo, Lara Walker
School/City: Western Hills Design Technology High School, Cincinnati
Workshop Location: Cincinnati Art Museum, Cincinnati
Grade Levels: 9-12

Curriculum/Subject Area: English/Language Arts, Social Studies, Fine Arts, Library
Ohio Academic Content Standards: 

· English/Language Arts

· Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies Standard

· Reading Applications: Literary Text Standard
· Research Standard
· Social Studies

· History

· People in Societies

· Social Studies Skills and Methods

· Fine Arts

· Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts

· Creative Expression and Communication

· Analyzing and Responding

· Valuing the Arts/Aesthetic Reflection

· Connections, Relationships and Applications

· Library

· Information Literacy

· Technology Literacy

Specific Topic with Explanation:  Blacks in Sports in Fences by August Wilson
There are many themes and topics covered in this groundbreaking play by August Wilson. We decided to each take a theme or topic and explore it further with these pathfinders. The theme of sports plays a big part in Fences because 1) Troy was a rather talented sports player (particularly baseball) in his youth, but could not follow through beyond High School due to the fact that Blacks were barred from participating in professional sports; 2) Cory was a talented High School football player being scouted by the professionals and Troy prohibited him from following through because of the restrictions that had been placed on him in his youth; and 3) the color barrier was being broken in sports at the time of the play, and this led to blacks being (cautiously) permitted in more and more businesses and working in different positions than before in their cities and towns
Dewey Call Numbers/Subject Headings:
· 796.357 for Baseball
Description of Pathfinder:

This pathfinder will direct students and teachers to resources on the topic of Blacks in Sports, as related to the play Fences by August Wilson. An English/language arts teacher who is studying this play with his/her students would be able to divide the students into groups, with each group tackling a different theme or topic contained within the play.  A social studies instructor would be able to help students relate to the changes and societal struggles experienced during the progression of the Civil Rights Era
Content Categories:

Museum Websites (for students):
· Long Island University, C. W. Post Campus
African Americans in the Sports Arena
This exhibit represents a glimpse into the history of sports and the role the African American played in that arena. The early history was chosen as the major focus of this exhibit. It was also chosen because it covered the "divided" and later "crossover" era for African Americans who were mostly excluded from the larger sports arena due to their race. http://www.liu.edu/cwis/cwp/library/aaitsa.htm  





(1)
· The Smithsonian Institution
Type “blacks in sports”, and the following links appear:

http://historywired.si.edu/detail.cfm?ID=77  





(2)
http://americanhistory.si.edu/sports/exhibit/firsts/robinson/index.cfm  


(3)
· DISCovering U.S. History. Online Edition. "Segregation in Baseball in the 1900s, 1900-1909." Gale, 2003. 
http://galenet.galegroup.com







(4)
Museum Websites (for teachers):

· Baseball Hall of Fame

Presents several thematic units, one specifically for Civil Rights

http://www.baseballhalloffame.org/education/experience/thematic_units/civil_rights.html  
(5)
· The Library of Congress

Lesson plan dealing with historical documentation regarding Jackie Robinson’s entrance into Professional Baseball

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/lessons/98/robinson/intro.html  


(6)
Books (non-fiction):

· $40 Million Slaves : The Rise, Fall, and Redemption of the Black Athlete.   . Rhoden, William C. New York: Crown. 2006








(7)
· A Hard Road to Glory: A History of the African- American Athlete Since 1946 Ashe, Arthur. New York: Amistad, 1988.







(8)
· The Baseball Chronology. Charlton, James (ed).  New York: Macmillan Publishing, 1991.
(9)
· The Biographical Encyclopedia of the Negro Baseball Leagues.  Riley, James A. (ed.) Carroll & Gray, 2002.









(10)
· Black Diamond: the story of Negro baseball leagues.  McKissack, Patricia C. and Frederick McKissack.  New York: Scholastic, 1994.





(11)
· I Was Right on Time: My Journey from the Negro Leagues to the Majors.  O’Neil, Buck. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1996.






(12)
· The Negro Leagues.  Riley, James A.  New York: Chelsea House, 1996.


(13)
· Shadow ball : the history of the Negro leagues.  Burns, Ken and Geoffrey C. Ward with Jim O'Connor.  New York: Knopf, 1994.






(14)
Reference and/or professional resources:

· American Memory: Jackie Robinson Homepage

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/jrhtml/jrhome.html





(15)
· Negro Leagues Legacy

http://mlb.mlb.com/NASApp/mlb/mlb/history/mlb_negro_leagues.jsp


(16)
· Barnstorming & the Negro Leagues 1900s-1930s

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/jrhtml/jr1900s.html




(17)
· Negro League Baseball Museum

http://www.nlbm.com/








(18)
· The National Archives and Records Administration site focuses on Robinson’s activities as a civil rights advocate. 

Beyond the Playing Field: Jackie Robinson, Civil Rights Advocate 


(19)
INFOhio electronic resources:

· American National Biography







(20)
Type “baseball players”, “boxers”, “track and field”, etc. in the search box for biographical information about different black athletes and their contributions.





· Encyclopedia Brittanica








(21)
Use search terms such as “blacks in sports”, “Jackie Robinson”, and “breaking the color barrier”

Media resources:

· Baseball .  Burns, Ken.  PBS Video 1994. (dvd format).




(22)
· There was always sun shining someplace: Life in the Negro Leagues (dir. Craig Davidson) b&w, 1989.










(23)
Realia:

· Baseball Hall of Fame








(24)
Pride & Passion Exhibit

Pride & Passion examines the Negro Leagues and the contributions of African Americans to the National Pastime.
· Negro League Baseball Museum






(25)
Explores the history of African-Americans and their playing of and contributions to baseball

