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Academic Content Standards:

R.B. 2 Identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources.

R.B. 3 Identify and explain the importance of validity in sources and discuss primary and secondary sources.

R.C. 4 Select an appropriate structure for organizing information in a systematic way.

R.C. 5 Analyze and organize important information and select appropriate sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.

R.D. 6 Integrate quotations and citations into written text.

R.D. 7 Use an appropriate form of documentation to acknowledge sources.

R.E. 8 Use a variety of communication techniques to present information that supports a clear position with organized and relevant evidence about the topic or research question.

Specific Topic with Explanation:

Author Memoir Unit – While reading memoirs of a variety of authors of children’s literature, students will work in groups of five or six to research the life and times of a selected author to better comprehend the context for the memoir.  Students will present reports on the author they study, including visuals and artifacts, as the culmination of this unit.

Subject Headings:

About the Author: The basic journalistic questions can guide this research.

Historical Events: What historical events shaped the world in which this author grew up?

Music and Movies: What movies and music were popular when this author was growing up?

Sports and Leisure: What leisure time activities did young people pursue when this author was growing up?

Science and Technology: What scientific developments and new technology were making headlines?

Fads and Fashions: What were the trends in fashion, furniture, and fun?

Content Categories:

Author Memoirs:

George, Jean Craighead. The Tarantula in My Purse. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 
1996. 
(ISBN0590363212)

Lowry, Lois. Looking Back. New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1998. (ISBN 
039589543X)

Myers, Walter Dean. Bad Boy. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2001. (ISBN 0064472884)

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. How I Became a Writer. New York: Aladdin Paperbacks, 1987. 
(ISBN0689838875)

Rylant, Cynthia. But I’ll Be Back Again. New York: Orchard Books, 1989. (ISBN 0688126537)

Soto, Gary. Living Up the Street. New York: Bantam Doubleday Dell Publishing Group, 1985. 
(ISBN 0440211700)

Spinelli, Jerry. Knots in My Yo-yo String. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1998. (ISBN 
0679887911)

Zindel, Paul. The Pigman and Me. New York: Bantam Books, 1991. (ISBN 0553564560)

Additional Print Resources:

Daniels, Patricia S. and Stephen G. Hyslop.  National Geographic Almanac of World History. 

     Washington, D.C.: National Geographic, 2003.

Fry, Plantagenet Somerset.  History of the World.  London:  Dorling Kindersley, 2004.

Hakim, Joy.  A History of the US (11 volume set) Oxford: Oxford Press, 2003.

      
Ten-volume set presents United States history from prehistory to 2000.  

Primm, E. Russell III. Favorite Children’s Authors and Illustrators. Excelsior, MN: Tradition 
Books, 2005.


Multi-volume set presents biographical information.

Sharman, Margaret.  Take Ten Years: 1910s- 1990’s.  Austin, TX: Raintree Steck-Vaughn, 1993.

      
Multi-volume set explores the individual decades of the 20th century worldwide.

Ruble, David. Scholastic Timelines: The United States in the 20th Century.  New York: 

            Scholastic, 1996.

Highlights individual events and shows how one event leads to another. Divided into four 

            categories – politics, life during a given year, arts and entertainment, and science and

            technology.

INFOhio Electronic Resources:

Annals of American History 

http://www.infohio.org/ER/secure/ANB.asp
Digital Videos 

http://www.infohio.org/DVC.html
Ebschohost

Museum Web Sites:

American Memory

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
National Baseball Hall of Fame

http://www.baseballhalloffame.org/
National Toy Hall of Fame

http:/www.strongmuseum.org/NTHoF/NTHoF.html

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum

http:/rockhall.com/

The Smithsonian

http://www.si.edu/
Related Web Sites:

Billboard.com

http://www.billboard.com/
The Costume Gallery: 20th Century Fashion

http://www.costumegallery.com/1960.htm
CrazyFads.com

http://www.crazyfads.com/
The Greatest Films

www.filmsite.org/filmh.html
InfoPlease

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0005249.html
Kingwood College Library: American Cultural History

http://kclibrary.nhmccd.edu/decade50.html
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)

http://www.nasa.gov/home/

New York Public Library’s Digital Collections

http://www.nypl.org/digital/index.htm
Web Generation

http://wgeneration.com/1940.html
