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Ohio Academic Content Standards:  
HISTORY—Students use materials drawn from the diversity of human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns and themes in the history of Ohio, the United States and the world. 

Benchmark F: Identify major historical patterns in the domestic affairs of the United States during the 20th century and explain their significance. 

10. Analyze the causes and consequences of major political, economic and social developments of the 1930s with emphasis on: 

a. The Great Depression; 

b. The Dust Bowl; 

c. The New Deal.

ECONOMICS—Students use economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, issues and systems in order to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers and citizens in an interdependent world.
Benchmark B: Explain how the U.S. government provides public services, redistributes income, regulates economic activity, and promotes economic growth and stability.
5.  Analyze the impact of the Great Depression and World War II on the economy of the United States and the resulting expansion of the role of the federal government.
VISUAL ART - Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts—Students understand the impact of visual art on the history, culture and society from which it emanates. They understand the cultural, social and political forces that, in turn, shape visual art communication and expression. Students identify the significant contributions of visual artists to cultural heritage. They analyze the historical, cultural, social and political contexts that influence the function and role of visual art in the lives of people.
Benchmark A (grade 10): Explain how and why visual art forms develop in the contexts (e.g., cultural, social, historical and political) in which they were made. 
1. Explain how art historians, curators, anthropologists and philosophers contribute to our understanding of art history.
Benchmark A (grade 12): Explain how and why visual art forms develop in the contexts (e.g., cultural, social, historical and political) in which they were made. 
1. Understand and apply knowledge of art history in oral and written discussions about selected works of art.
Benchmark B (grade 12): Compare works of art to one another in terms of the historical, cultural, social and political influences evident in the works. 
2. Identify and compare the relationships between artworks on the basis of history, culture and aesthetic qualities.

Benchmark B: Compare works of art to one another in terms of the historical, cultural, social and political influences evident in the works. 
2. Identify and compare the relationships between artworks on the basis of history, culture and aesthetic qualities.
MUSIC - Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts—Students demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a variety of music styles and cultures and the context of musical expression or events, both past and present. Students identify significant contributions of composers and performers to music heritage. Students analyze the historical, social and political forces that have influenced the function and role of music in the lives of people.
Benchmark B (grade 11): Research and explain how music and composers both influence and are influenced by society and culture. 
5. Explain how music reflects the political events of history.
Benchmark A (grade 12): Identify music forms from various cultures and historical periods and create or perform representative repertoire with stylistic accuracy. 
1. Evaluate how music forms are influenced by history.
2. Critique various music styles from the United States, other cultures and historical periods. 

3. Describe and demonstrate authentic performance practice representing the stylistic periods of music history.
Benchmark B (grade 12): Research and explain how music and composers both influence and are influenced by society and culture. 
5. Explain how music reflects the social events of history.

Specific Topic with Explanation:  This pathfinder contains annotated links to resources that deal with the arts during the Great Depression, activities undertaken by the Federal Government to preserve those areas - such as the New Deal for the Arts and the WPA projects, and references to the Harlem Renaissance coinciding with this time period.
Subject Headings:  
300-399 Social Sciences (338.54 - Stock market crash of 1929)
700-799 Arts and Recreation (709 Art History, 720 Architecture, 770 Photography, and 780 Music)
900-999 History and Geography (917.3 Social history of the US and 973.91 U.S. History from 1929-1945)
Web Sites (for students)

The Metropolitan Museum of Art

www.metmuseum.org
Using this site you can view a timeline of world art history or narrow your selection to a specific country’s art work you want to view.  The site also provides an overview of the prevailing artistic styles for the time period.
The Columbus Museum of Art

http://artandsocialissues.cmaohio.org/
Students can use this site to independently explore topics related to economics, war, and race and ethnicity.  Students are encouraged to reflect on how the images and materials they view relate to their own personal experiences.
The National Archives - A New Deal for the Arts

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/new_deal_for_the_arts/index.html
This online exhibit is adapted from A New Deal for the Arts, an exhibit that was on display from March 28, 1997 through January 11, 1998, in the Rotunda of the National Archives Building in Washington, DC, containing many images of original artwork as well as photos and posters.  

The National Gallery of Art

http://www.nga.gov/
This site has biographies of many famous Great Depression era artists and images of their work.

American Memory

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsowhome.html
This release provides access to over 160,000 black and white images and 1600 color photographs from the Farm Security Administration collection.

A Depression Art Gallery

http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/depression/artgallery.htm
A collection of over 50 works of art from the depression era is presented here.

Kingwood College Library American Cultural History 1930-1939

http://kclibrary.nhmccd.edu/decade30.html
An overview of the decade is provided here including a section on arts and architecture, books and literature, fashion and fads, music, and radio.

Great Buildings – 1930-1939

http://www.greatbuildings.com/gbc/gbc_types/usa/usa_1930-1939.html
Descriptions and photos of great American architecture during the Great Depression are provided here.

Songs of the Great Depression

http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/dept/history/lavender/cherries.html
A small selection of songs popular during the Great Depression is provided here with the lyrics.
Web Sites (for teachers)

The Columbus Museum of Art
http://artandsocialissues.cmaohio.org/
This web site features images about a number of difficult issues in American culture.  Lesson plans are provided on the Resources pages which integrate art and social studies. 

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
http://www.gardnermuseum.org/
Through the education link and teacher’s room section of this site you can order teacher’s guides on a variety of topics including architecture.

J. Paul Getty Museum

http://www.getty.edu/museum/
By following the education link on this site you can search lesson plans by grade level and subject.  Included in these lessons is curriculum for the Photographs of Dorothea Lange, who took many Depression era photos.

Museum of Fine Art in Boston

http://www.mfa.org/
This museum now offers an Educators Online tool which lets you set up a custom gallery to share with students online or in the classroom.

National Portrait Gallery

http://www.npg.si.edu/
This museum provides school programs designed to inspire students to learn about the men and women who have made significant contributions to the history, development, and culture of the people of the United States.  Currently this museum is offering a program on the Harlem Renaissance.

Smithsonian American Art Museum

http://americanart.si.edu/index3.cfm
From the sites searchable education resource database, a Great Depression unit can be accessed as well as information about a videoconference which asks students to question and evaluate the role of the federal government in the aftermath of the depression.  

New Deal Network

http://newdeal.feri.org/
This site has a great collection of New Deal resources – letters, articles, speeches, and lesson plans.  The site also includes four lesson plans on the Great Depression and the Arts developed by teachers and historians working with the National Center for History in the Schools and the Organization of American Historians.
Library of Congress - The Federal Music Project

http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/newdeal/fmp.html
A collection of resources on the Federal Music Project and the WPA Music Program is compiled here by the Library of Congress.  
Ohio Memory

http://www.ohiomemory.org/
The search feature of this site brings over 150 results specific to Ohio for the Great Depression –photographs, posters, narratives, murals, etc.
The Great Depression

http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/depression.htm
This page has many useful depression links, web quests, and a lesson plan to be used in correlation with Brother Can You Spare a Dime.

African American Art

http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/a/african_american_5.html
A site specialized in African American Art during the Great Depression.
Books
Badger, Anthony J.  The New Deal: the Depression Years, 1933 – 40.  New York: Macmillan, 

   1989. 
The book provides a synthesis of the history of the new deal.            
Howard, Donald S.  The WPA and Federal Relief Policy. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 

   1943.

The book provides an overview of relief programs and detailed specifics about the Work Progress Administration.
Meltzer, Milton. Brother, can you spare a dime; the Great Depression, 1929-1933.   New York: Random House, 1991.
This book is illustrated with contemporary prints & photos from the Great Depression.
Wintz, Cary, ed. Harlem Speaks: a Living History of the Harlem Renaissance. Naperville: 
   Sourcebooks, 2007.
This book contains essays and an audio CD on the music, art, literature, and politics of the early twentieth century.
Reference and/or Professional Resources
Andrist, Ralph (ed). American Heritage History of the 1920’s & 1930’s. New York: Crown  

   Publishers, 1987.
Callan, Jim. America in the 1930s. New York: Facts on File, 2005.
Ciment, James. Encyclopedia of the Great Depression and the New Deal. New York: Sharp, 
   M.e., Inc., 2001. 

McElvaine, Robert (ed).  Encyclopedia of the Great Depression. New York: Thompson Gale, 
   2004. 

Olson, James. Historical Dictionary of the Great Depression. Westport: Greenwood Press, 
   2001.
InfOhio Electronic Resources – www.infohio.org
The Art Collection – This collection can be searched by owner, creator, object type, etc.
Annals of American History – search by timeline to access the Great Depression era
EBSCOhost – Through EBSCOhost articles on the Great Depression can be accessed including the following:
The Harlem Renaissance. By: Stevenson, Keira. Harlem Renaissance, 2005, p1-2, 2p
Encyclopedia Brittanica – A great source for an overview/background information on the Great Depression, the New Deal, the WPA, and the Harlem Renaissance.
Media Resources
Cuomo, Mario, et. al. The Great Depression (History Channel, 1998) [videorecording]

Part two of this set focuses on the arts during the Great Depression.
New Deal for Artists. (Corinth Films, 1979) [videorecording]
Part 1 deals with the New Deal’s Federal Theatre, Part 2 addresses the Federal Writers Project, Part 3 examines the Federal Arts Project, and Part 4 details the Documentary Photography of the Farm Security Administration which serves today as a visual anthropology and cultural inventory of what it was like to go through the Great Depression.


  

