Artifacts Pathfinder: 26 Fairmount Avenue book series

Name:  Erin Masters

Partners:  Claudia Fett, Becky May
School/City: Tremont ES, Upper Arlington
Location: Columbus Art Museum
Grade level:  Grade 2

Subject Area: Social Studies, Technology & Library 

Ohio Academic Content Standards:

Standard 1: History: Students use materials drawn from the diversity of human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns and themes in the history of Ohio, the United States and the world.

Benchmark B: Place events in correct order on a time line.

Benchmark C: Compare daily life in the past and present demonstrating an understanding that while basic human needs remain the same, they are met in different ways in different times and places..

Standard 2: Technology and Society Interaction: Students recognize interactions among society, the environment and technology, and understand technology’s relationship with history.  Consideration of these concepts forms a foundation for engaging in responsible and ethical use of technology.

Benchmark C: Describe and demonstrate how technology has had an influence on our world.

Standard 1: Library: Information Literacy – Effective school library media programs provide information literacy skills instruction.

Benchmark C: Understand that library books and materials are housed in specific areas of the library media center.

Benchmark D: Read and listen to stories for schoolwork and personal enjoyment.

Benchmark E: Understand what information is and use a process to find information.

Specific Topic with Explanation:  

This Pathfinder will focus on the artifacts mentioned and relevant to the time period referenced in the ’26 Fairmount Avenue’ book series (1938-1943).
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Description of Pathfinder:

Our pathfinder includes information on a variety of topics related to Tomie DePaola’s biography series beginning with the book 26th Fairmont Avenue and ending with the book Why? which takes place during the years 1938-1943.  Our second grade children will read about Tomie DePaola’s life, as well as experience and discuss the art, entertainment and artifacts from that time period.  They will also compare Tomie’s world to their own, discussing the changes in art, technology, entertainment and artifacts.  

Content Categories:

Museum Websites for Students:
Yesterday’s toys; virtual tour through the Ohio Historic Society

http://www.ohiokids.org/oe/toysplash.shtml
An online exhibit for student’s to learn about toys from the past.  This site is sponsored by the Ohio Historical Society.
Ripley’s Believe It or Not!

http://www.ripleys.com
http://www.ripleys.com/timeline.php
This museum site offers a look into contemporary Ripley’s technology and offers a history of the 85 year old company/museum through a timeline.  Students will enjoy exploring the site and seeing how the artists make ‘weird’ things.
William F. Eisner Museum Advertising and Design

http://www.eisnermuseum.org/_burma_shave/
Tomie documents his road trips to visit Nana Fall-River in Fall River, Massachusetts.  Along the way his mom would read him the Burma Shave signs.  This online museum offers audio of some of the signs being read aloud, and gives the history of this kind of advertising.

National Park Service: Pearl Harbor

http://www.nps.gov/usar/forkids/index.htm
This site offers a printable (.pdf) packet for students with a cartoon style history of Pearl Harbor and survivor biographies.  It also offers a choice of text size, making it easier for children to read the print.

Museum Websites for Teachers:
Victory Garden virtual tour through the Ohio Historic Society
http://www.ohiohistory.org/garden/history.html#
During the second World War, American’s were asked to grow their own Victory Gardens.  This online exhibit showcases many of the wartime efforts from around Ohio.

Little Orphan Annie (comics from war years)

http://www.liss.olm.net/loahp/
Tomie mentions Little Orphan Annie a number of times throughout the series.  This allows students to see images of the comics that he was reading during his childhood.

Audio of Little Orphan Annie radio broadcast (Radio Hall of Fame and Museum)

http://www.radiohof.org/adventuredrama/littleannie.html
This is an actual copy of a broadcast of the Little Orphan Annie, as Tomie and Buddy would have listened to on their Zenith radio.

Audio of Jack Armstrong radio broadcast (Radio Hall of Fame and Museum)

http://www.radiohof.org/adventuredrama/jackarmstrong.html
This is an actual copy of a broadcast of the Jack Armstrong, as Tomie and Buddy would have listened to on their Zenith radio.

National Postal Museum

http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibits/2d2a_vmail.html
V-Mail was used during World War II.  It was a method of microfilming letters to save space on ships during the war.

National Park Service: Pearl Harbor

http://www.nps.gov/usar/forteachers/index.htm
On the teacher resources page, educators can request a ‘Teacher Took-Kit’ that aides in supplementing curriculum about the attacks at Pearl Harbor.  Since the last three books in the 26 Fairmount Avenue series are mainly about World War II, this seems highly relevant. 

The World Famous Mustard Museum

http://www.mustardweb.com/index.htm
Tomie’s grandparents owned their own grocery store and each time he worked there with them, they would make him a sandwich.  If his grandma made him a sandwich, she would use French’s mustard, however if his grandpa fixed it, he would use Gulden’s mustard.  Students would enjoy knowing about this Mustard Museum, through teacher instruction after reading Chapter 2 in the book ‘Why?’.
Reference and/or Professional Resources:
Tomie dePaola’s website

http://www.tomie.com/about_tomie/bio.html
Popeye collectors website

http://home.earthlink.net/~thimbletheatre/
Shirley Temple Official Website

http://www.shirleytemple.com/
All things Shirley Temple can be found at this website.  This is a great resource for sharing Tomie’s favorite child star with students.  

Memory Lane timeline of Walt Disney’s movie releases

http://disney.go.com/disneyvideos/moviefinder/html/memorylane.html
This site offers a timeline of Walt Disney’s accomplishments from the beginning to present.  Tomie documents the release of Snow White to the big screen as well as Dumbo, and Fantasia.  This would be a great resource to have printed off to compare and strengthen the timeline study of Tomie’s early life.

Media Resources (video, CD-Rom, DVD, etc.):
The Hurricane of ‘38

This movie covers the history behind the hurricane of 1938; its surprising landfall and devastation to property and life in the New England area.

5 CD set of Little Orphan Annie

http://www.radioarchives.org/sets/PC05.htm
http://www.radioarchives.org/annie/
World's Fair Archival Video

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/2030svid.html
This twenty-nine minute video showcases the Chicago and New York World’s Fairs.
GM Futurama - 1939 World’s Fair –Part 1 & 2

http://news.windingroad.com/marketingadvertising/vintage-video-vendition-gms-1939-futurama-worlds-fair-exhibit/
This website links you to two YouTube movies that were ‘advertisements’ for the Futurama exhibit at the 1939 World’s Fair.

Morton Downey: The Irish Nightengale CD

Original recordings from Tomie dePaola’s cousin, Morton 
Downey during the late 1920’s to early 1940’s

American Rhetoric Speech Database

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/fdrpearlharbor.htm
Tomie dePaola documents FDR’s speech, not only by including a chapter about listening to it on the radio the day it was given, but also providing a written transcript in the back of ‘I’m Still Scared’.  The link about gives students a ‘real’ experience by allowing them to hear President Roosevelt as Tomie did.

Realia:
V-Mail (examples sent to the United States from Europe during WWII)

(personal collection)

Letters from U.S. citizens to President Roosevelt regarding date change of Thanksgiving

http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/thanksg.html
This webpage gives the history of the Thanksgiving date change and uses scanned images of documents sent to President Roosevelt to show America’s reluctance to accept the new change. 

Comic Books (such as Fairy Tale Parade)

http://comics.ha.com/common/view_item.php?Sale_No=87061&Lot_No=90068
Purchase comic books that Tomie mentions as his favorites at the above website.  These are original comic books dating between 1938-1955.

Mason Black Crows licorice candy

http://www.oldtimecandy.com/crows.htm
Purchase these candies online and give students a connection to what Tomie would eat with his Nana Upstairs when he went to visit.  They also enjoyed LifeSavers peppermint candies, which a bit easier to come by, but not as novel.

