Understanding Art
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Ohio Academic content Standards:  

· Valuing the Arts/Aesthetic Reflection - Students understand why people value visual art. They present their beliefs about 
the nature and significance of selected artworks and the reasons for holding these artifacts.



              Benchmark C:  Judge the merit of selected artworks and 



                             provide the aesthetic basis for their positions.
Specific Topic with Explanation:  The specific topic of this pathfinder is Art   
Appreciation.  Students will be able to use this pathfinder to learn what Art 
Appreciation is and how to look at works of art with a critical eye.  They will 
then be able to view works of art to apply what they have learned.

Subject Headings:  Fine Arts, Art Appreciation, Aesthetics, Art Theory, Art Techniques,                  

         History of Art, Art Criticism

Content Categories

Museum Websites for Students:

The Museum of Fine Art, Boston. 2008. 9 May 2008 <http://www.mfa.org/index.asp>.  Has one of the most wide-ranging collections of art available online and an "interactive zoom viewer" to analyze works of art up close. 

"My Personal Collection." The Art Institute of Chicago. 2008. 9 May 2008 <http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/personalcollections/about>.  Using images and information from their website, this page lets patrons create their own art collection by saving favorites to revisit or share via email with friends. 

Pioch, Nicolas. "Famous Artworks Exhibition." WebMuseum, Paris. 25 July 2007. 9 May 2008 <http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/>.  Started by an art lover because he thought more "artistic stuff" was needed on the web, this site is a compilation of famous pieces of artwork organized by theme or artist with brief information given on each.  

"The Collection." National Gallery of Art. 2008. 9 May 2008
<http://www.nga.gov/collection/index.shtm>.  This section of the official website 
of the National Gallery of Art hosts online tours of the various collections of art 
works housed there.

Museum Websites for Teachers: 

ArtPromote. 2008. 9 May 2008 <www.artpromote.com>.  A human-edited directory of 
artists, art-themed topics and museums from around the world. Has teaching 
resources.

Detroit Institute of Arts. 2008. 3 May 2008 <http://www.dia.org>.  Well organized and 
easy to use, this museum website has a wealth of viewable art from their 
multicultural collection.
"Drawing Techniques in Detail." The Cleveland Museum of Art. 2008. 7 May 2008 
<http://www.clevelandart.org/techniques/red_chalk.html>.  Explains various 
kinds of drawing methods and shows an example of each used in a piece of art 
work at the museum.  

"Educational Resources." The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 2008. 9 May 2008 
<http://www.metmuseum.org/education/index.asp?HomePageLink=education_l>.  
Access to online resources for teaching Art Appreciation such as; activities, a 
timeline of art history, an image gallery and other electronic information 
developed by the Museum's Education Department.

Gerten-Jackson, Carol. CFGA. 2006. 3 May 2008 <http://cgfa.sunsite.dk>.  An exhaustive open-source catalogue of various artists' paintings from several different countries and time periods. 

Guggenheim Museum. 2008. 2 May 2008 <http://www.guggenheim.org/new_york_index.shtml>.   

The Whitney Museum of American Art. 2008. 2 May 2008 
<http://www.whitney.org/noflash.html>.  Has an audio tour of 27 pieces from 
their permanent collection.

Books

Brommer, Gerald F., and David Kohl. Discovering Art History. Worcester, MA: Davis Publications, 1981.  Discusses influences in world art with a focus on the western world.   

Cole, Alison. Renaissance. London: Dorling Kindersley, 2000.  Describes why and how the Renaissance era became such a powerful influence for artists.  

De Rynck, Patrick. How to Read a Painting: Lessons From the Old Masters. New York: H.N.Abrams, 2004.  Detailed instruction on how to unlock the symbolism and themes of over 150 works of art. 

Fichner-Rathus, Lois. Understanding Art. New York: Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, 2004.  Assimilates art history, the priciples of design and computer arts.  Includes a CD-ROM with over images, video clips, activities, exercises and flash cards. 

McArthur, Meher. The Arts of Asia: Materials, Techniques, Styles. New York: Thames & Hudson, 2005.  Presents the spiritual, historical and social importance of materials and techniques used to create Asian art. 

Nilsen, Anna. Art Fraud Detective. London: Kingfisher, 2000.  Readers have to figure out the difference between real and fake works of art by studying the authenticity of artists' techniques used on various paintings. 

Spalding, Julian. The Art of Wonder: a History of Seeing. New York: Prestel, 2005.  This is art appreciation at its most primal levels.  Spalding shows how mankind's early admiration of the elements of nature have influenced even our most modern creations no matter what part of the globe we are from.  

Thompson, Jon. How to Read a Modern Painting. New York: H.N. Abrams, 2006.   
The same process used in De Rynck’s How to Read a Painting , only focusing on 
modern masterpieces.

Electronic Resources

Beckett, Wendy. "The Art of Looking At Art." Encyclopedia Britannica. 5 May 2008. Encyclopedia Britannica Online. 5 May 2008 <http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9389457/The-Art-of-Looking-at-Art>.  Sister Wendy Beckett explains why students of art must first learn the basics of art composition and then forget that knowledge in order to appreciate works of art on a more visceral level. 

McKnight, Robert J. The Alphabet of Art. 2001. Guidance Communications, Inc. 5 May 2008 <http://www.guidancecom.com/alphabet/>.  Theoretician of art, Robert J. McKnight believed there was a parallel between the development of man's art communication system and his senses.  The seven art/sense Elements are discussed.

"The Art Collection." Infohio. 2008. 6 May 2008 <http://www.infohio.org/ER/secure/AMICO.asp>.  A collection of images of famous works of art thoughout history. 

"The Case of Gradpa's Painting." A. Pintura, Art Detective. 1997. Eduweb. 5 May 2008 
<http://www.eduweb.com/pintura/index.html>.  An art history interactive 
adventure.

Media Sources

African American Art: Past and Present. Videocassette. Reading & O'Reilly, 1992.  Uses wonderful visuals of African paintings, sculptures and crafts along with musical selections that enhance the experience. 

The Heart of the Dragon. Dir. Peter Montagnon. ASH Films, 1984.  A film about the process of creating art.  A part of the John D. and Catherine T. MAcArthur Foundation Library Video Classic Project. 

