Art and the Holocaust

Name:  Margaret Miller

Group Members: Carlye Stewart and Betsy Carpenter

School:  Northeastern High School, Springfield, Ohio

Workshop Location:  Columbus Museum of Art

Grade Level:  9-12

Curriculum/Subject Area:  English/Language Arts

Ohio Academic Content Standards:


Reading Process: 1,2






Reading Applications: 6, 7






Reading Applications (Literary Text):  2, 5,8, 9, 11






Writing Applications:  2, 6

Specific Topic with Explanation:  Students will be exposed to artistic forms created during and after the Holocaust in conjunction with Simon Wiesenthal’s book The Sunflower.  They have already read Elie Wiesel’s Night.  This information can be used with a fiction or non-fiction work, movie or documentaries, or simply independently.  Art includes artwork and music with an emphasis on the visual.

Subject Headings:  Holocaust, Holocaust Art, Holocaust Composers

Description of Pathfinder:  To enlighten and to educate students about anti-Semitism and racism through the use of art as a universally understood teaching tool.  We will be looking at artwork as historical documents.  We will also consider contemporary responses to the Holocaust through art as well and have students create their own.

Museum Websites:

· United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

· http://ushmm.org/museum
This is a tremendous resource that includes online exhibitions and a wealth of information about the Holocaust.  One exhibit in particular of interest to this pathfinder is the Art and Politics of Arthur Szyk, America’s leading artistic advocate for Jewish rescue.

· Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies (Virtual Museum)

· www.chgs.umn,edu/museum/
This is a fantastic educational resource that includes online museum exhibitions, artistic responses, Holocaust memorials, and other related materials for teach about the Holocaust and contemporary aspects of genocide.  There are an Education Resource Packet, Teacher Resource Book, and Links for Teachers available.  Sponsored by the  University of Minnesota.

· Breman Jewish Heritage Museum

· www.thebreman.org
· Moshe Rynecki Virtual Museum

· www.rynecki.org
Rynecki’s paintings before the Holocaust captured people doing everyday activities.  He was forced into the Warsaw Ghetto and deported to Majdanek where he died.  Interesting website.

· International Shoah Art Museum

· www.holocaust-art.org
Holocaust/Genocide education through art.

· Museum of Tolerance

· www.museumoftolerance.com
· www.teachers.museumoftolerance.com
Sponsored through the Simon Wiesenthal Center.  Numerous resources and materials available for schools.

Other Websites:

· A Teacher’s Guide to the Holocaust

· http://fcit.usf.edu/HOLOCAUST
Includes galleries of Holocaust images (The Arts: Ghetto and Camp Art, Nazi Approved Art, Degenerate Art, Art in Response to the Holocaust.  Literature: Voices of Victims.  Music: Music of the Ghettos and Camps, Music in Response to the Holocaust).

· A Cybrary of the Holocaust

· http://remember.org
Special exhibits – photography and art, art and media.  Survivor Tamara Deuel’s new paintings are interesting.

· Holocaust Art Exhibit (Modern American Poetry)

· www.english.uicu.edu/maps/holocaust/art.htm
Images (paintings/photos) with links to online resources.  Very powerful.

· Learning About the Holocaust Through Art

· http://art.holocaust-education.net
Fantastic site and a great place to start.  Full of information (introductory essay, list of activities, teacher resources).  Divided into 3 sections: Explore, Learn, and Interact.

· The Last Expression:  Art and Auschwitz (Mary and Leigh Block Museum of Art)

· http://lastexpression.northwestern.edu
Essays, interviews with survivor artists, artist biographies, archive of art, virtual tours of Birkenau and Auschwitz.

· Witness and Legacy (University of Albany and Knoxville Museum of Art)

· www.albany.edu/museum/wwwmuseum/holo
· http://sunsite.utk.edu/witness
Books:

· Maus and Maus II. Art Spiegelman.  Second generation response through graphic novel.  Clark County Public Library.

· I Never Saw Another Butterfly: Children’s Drawings and Poems from Terezin Concentration Camp.  Edited by Hana Volavkov.  Northeastern High School.

· Fireflies in the Dark: The Story of Friedl Dicker-Brandeis and the Children of Terezin.  Susan Goldman Rubin.  Clark County Public Library.

· When Memory Speaks: The Holocaust in Art.  Nelly Toll.  Wittenberg University.

· Reflections of the Holocaust in Art and Literature.  Edited by Randolph L. Brahan.  Wittenberg University.

· Bearing Witness:  A Resource Guide to Literature, Paintings, Art, Music and Videos by Holocaust Victims and Survivors.  Philip Rosen and Nina Apfelbaum.  Wittenberg University.

· Caught By History:  Holocaust’s Effects in Contemporary Art, Literature, and Theory.  Ernst van Alphen.  Wright State University.

· Playing for Time.  Fania Fenelon.  Play:  Arthur Miller

Audio-Visual Resources:

· Composers of the Holocaust:  Ghetto Songs from Warsaw, Vilna, and Terezin.

· Remembering Holocaust Musicians and Their Art:  Art from Ashes, Vol. 1.  http://musicofremberance.org
· I Have Taken an Oath to Remember: Art Songs of the Holocaust.

· The Nazi Drawings.  Documentary of artist Mauricio Lasansky.  Very powerful images.  There is a trailer to the documentary available on You Tube.

· Webcast:  Art of a Survivor:  Helga Weissova-Hoskova.  

· www.thebreman.org
· Webcast:  Eye of the Needle: Holocaust Remberance.
· www.thebreman.org
