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Ancient Civilizations of Latin America Pathfinder

Definition/Introduction


The resources listed here would help students learn about the characteristics of ancient civilizations of Latin America (Aztec, Inca and Maya in particular).  Information about location, government, religion, agriculture, cultural and scientific contributions is available at these sites and in these references.

MUSEUM WEB SITES (FOR STUDENTS)
http://www.amnh.org/ology/?channel=archaeology#features/inca?TB_iframe=true&height=540&width=750
http://carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/AA/aaflashfront.htm

This is a “must use” site.  It guides students through diverse aspects of Ancient American life.

http://www.exploratorium.edu/exploring/exploring_chocolate/
     This is a fun online activity that explores the history of chocolate which dates back to the Maya and Aztec.

http://www.fieldmuseum.org/ancientamericas/interactives.asp
http://www.mintmuseum.org/digit/learn.htm
    
This Dig It! Program can be downloaded for free from this address.
http://www.smm.org/sln/ma/index.html

Science Museum of Minnesota site—Maya Adventure
MUSEUM WEB SITES (FOR TEACHERS)

http://carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/AA/teacher.htm

This is an extension of the student’s Odyssey Online.  It features three sets lessons to help teacher’s use the museum’s artifacts to guide research.  It includes links to photographs in the museum’s artifacts.
http://www.exploratorium.edu/ancientobs/chichen/index.html

This webcast has some great information about Chichen Itza’s spring equinox happenings.  I put it under teacher section because it is 2 hours long and requires the teacher to preview to find portions that are most relevant to their study. 
http://www.exploratorium.edu/ancientobs/chichen/HTML/activities.html
         
Here are two hands-on activities that focus on the Mayan calendar and way of counting.

http://www.fieldmuseum.org/aztecs/intro.asp
BOOKS (NON-FICTION)

Ancient Civilizations in general
Bateman, Penny. Aztecs and Incas : AD 1300-1532. New York : F. Watts, 1988.
Eyewitness Books. Aztec, Inca and Maya. New York: Dorling Kindersley Publications, 1993.
Mason, Antony. Ancient Civilizations of the Americas. London: Dorling Kindersley Publications, 2001.

Aztec Focus
Anton, Ferdinand. The Secret World of the Aztecs. New York: Prestel Verlag, 2002.

Chapman, Gillian. The Aztecs. Des Plaines, Ill : Heinemann Interactive Library, c1997.

McKissack, Pat. Aztec Indians. Chicago : Children’s Press, c1985.
Macdonald, Fiona. You wouldn't want to be an Aztec sacrifice! : gruesome things you'd rather not know. New York : Franklin Watts, c2001.
Inca Focus
Drew, David.  Inca Life.  Happauge, N.Y.: Barron’s Educational Services, Inc., 2000.

Kalman, Bobbie. Peru/The people and culture.  New York : Crabtree Pub. Co., c2003
Mann, Elizabeth. Machu Picchu. New York : Mikaya Press, 2000.

Marrin, Albert. Inca & Spaniard : Pizarro and the conquest of Peru. New York : Atheneum, 1989.

Rees, Rosemary. The Incas: Understanding People of the Past. Chicago: Heinemann Library, 1999.
Maya Focus

McKissack, Patricia C. The Maya. Chicago : Childrens Press, c1985.
Stuart, George E. and Gene S. Stuart. The Mysterious Maya Washington : National Geographic Society, c1977.
REFERENCE AND/OR PROFESSIONAL RESOURCES

Ancient Civilizations in general http://carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/AA/teacher/teacherresources.htm

This is an extensive list of teacher resources-books and websites to explore.

http://carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/AA/teacher/coolsites.htm

Visit this for lists of great sites.

http://www.kidsnewsroom.org/elmer/infoCentral/frameset/civilizations/index.html

This information is presented by 6th grade students at William Penn Charter School.  It would be interesting for students to see one way the information we study during a school year could be presented as a whole.  They could also be charged with the responsibility of verifying its credibility.
http://www.ohiotreasurechest.org/cgi-bin/resources_view.pl?indicator=Y2003.CSS.S01.G06-08.BD.L06.I05

Mr. Donn.org ancient Mayas, Mystery of the Maya, Conquistadors, Inca Investigation and Cortes Defeats the Aztecs - from HippoCampus
Aztec Focus

http://www.azteccalendar.com/
http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/mexico.htm
http://library.thinkquest.org/27981/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/guides/history/ancient/index.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/latinamerica/meso/cultures/aztec_empire.html
Inca Focus

http://coe.fgcu.edu/students/webb/meso/inca.htm
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/games/geographygames/brainteaserinca/
http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/latinamerica/south/cultures/inca.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/features/96/mummy/
Maya Focus

http://www.arkansasdiscoverynetwork.org/mayanchallenge/index.html
http://www.mayankids.com/

Good interactive site for students.  Bold and easier to read than some other reference sources.

http://coe.fgcu.edu/students/webb/meso/maya.htm
http://www.criscenzo.com/jaguarsun/maya.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/latinamerica/meso/cultures/maya.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/maya/
INFOHIO ELECTRONIC RESOURCES


www.infohio.org

OHIO MEDIA SOURCES http://www.infohio.org/medianet/medianet.html
Continents of the World: [electronic resource] : South America / producer, Kathleen                Meyers ; writers, Mike Collins, Bunnie Strasser.


This would be a good overview at the beginning of a unit as it covers geographic regions and country names.

CURRICULUM RESOURCE CATALOG http://infohiocat.infohio.org/web2/tramp2.exe/log_in
Ancient Aztec [videorecording] : the fall of the Empire. Wynnewood, Pa. : Schlessinger Media, 1998.

The Incas: [videorecording] : the wonders of the Inca civilization. Alexandria, Va. : WGBH Boston Video, c2003.
Time-Life's Lost Civilizations: Inca: Secrets of the Ancestors [videorecording].  Zenger, 1998.

The Incas Remembered [videorecording]. [United States] : Monterey Home Video : distributed by Excel Telemedia International Corp., c1986.
Worlds of the Mayas, Aztecs and Incas [videorecording]. AIMS Multimedia 2003

MEDIA RESOURCES 

http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/
· The Explorers: Ancient Civilizations of Mexico: The Maya and the Aztec  (18 minute video)

· Culture and Math: The Maya  (31 minute video—good for enrichment)
· The Explorers: Francisco Pizarro and the Incas (18 minute video)
· Exploring the World: The Conquistadors and the Aztecs (15 minute video)
· Ancient Americans: The Mayas and Aztecs (33 minute video)
http://mcis2.princeton.edu/jaguar/jaguar.html

Visit this site to hear traditional musical instruments of the Maya and Aztecs
