African Culture
Name:  Betty Dangel

School:  Avery Elementary, Hilliard, Ohio

Workshop Location:  Online through Kent State

Grade Level:  5

Curriculum/Subject Area:  Social Studies

Ohio Academic Content Standards:  Theme:  Regions and People of the Western Hemisphere from the Draft Standards, Human Systems Content Standard #9:  The Western Hemisphere is culturally diverse due to American Indian, European, Asian and African influences and interactions, as evidenced by artistic expression, language, religion and food.

Specific Topic:  African Cultural Influences

Museum Websites for Students

African American History Teaching and Learning Modules. 2010. The Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History. May 3, 2010. http://www.charleswrightmuseum.net/history.  African American History Teaching and Learning Modules are accessible online.  The modules offer interactive lessons detailing the history of African American experience from Ancient West Africa to the present.  Each module includes two lessons that combine animation with audio and pictures.  There is a timeline, interactive map, glossary, and teacher’s guide that provide supplemental reference and learning materials.

Inside the Struggle: Civil Rights and the Philadelphia Connection: The Jack T. Franklin Photographic Collection. 2010. The African American Museum in Philadelphia. May 8, 2010. http://www.aampmuseum.org/just-for-students Navigating the Jack T. Franklin Photographic Collection along side Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., students examine African American cultural, political, and economic history in Philadelphia.  Great pictures in this collection.
National Museum of African Art. 2010. National Museum of African Art. May 3, 2010. http://www.nmafa.si.edu. The Playtime section of this website offers many opportunities for students to design masks and kente cloths and explore African art styles.  Radio Africa lets students explore different rhythms and the music page lists various instruments, some of which include sound files. 

Arts of Africa.  2010. Brooklyn Museum. May 3, 2010. http://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/arts of africa.  The Arts of Africa online exhibit from The Brooklyn Museum provides over 3,800 individual pieces of African art that are specifically explained by description and date.  The descriptions give details about materials and why these materials may have been used.  Viewing these pictures is almost like being at the museum. 

Museum Websites for Teachers

The Anacostia Community Museum. 2010. The Smithsonian Institute.  May 1, 2010. http://anacostia.si.edu/.  Resources for teachers in the section “All the Stories are True” include biographical information on the featured authors and video clips not found in the exhibition and the Adam Francis Plummer Diary.  Adam Francis Plummer was born into slavery in 1819.  This website presents the Diary of Adam Francis Plummer in a digital format with a transcription of the diary, images and descriptions of the other materials in the Plummer-Arnold Family Collection, essays, a glossary of terms, and educational resources for teachers. 
Learning from the Past: Revisiting the Abiel Smith School 1835-1855. 2010. Museum of Afro-American History. May 8, 2010. http://www.afroammuseum.org/smith/index.htm.  This is an online slideshow describing the Abiel Smith School in Boston, the first building in America built for the sole purpose of educating African American children.
Lesson Plans. 2010. DuSable Museum of African Arts. May 8, 2010. http://www.dusablemuseum.org/education/lesson-plans.  The DuSable Museum offers teachers the following lesson plans and worksheets:  African Civilization, Jean Baptiste Pointe DuSable, and Historical Documents. They also offer suggested vocabulary lists for students.

Philadelphia Doll Museum. 2010. Philadelphia Doll Museum. May 3, 2010 http://www.philadollmuseum.com/default.asp.  The Philadelphia Doll Museum continues to preserve and research black dolls as artifacts of history.  View many of the dolls with an explanation of their origins.
Books (Nonfiction, Professional)

Bingham, Jane. African Art & Culture. Chicago: Raintree, 2004.  This book examines the art and culture of Africa as it discusses rock art, architecture, textiles, masks, metalwork, and other forms of artistic expression.  It contains photographs, a glossary, and resources for further research.

Chocolate, Deborah M. Newton. Kwanzaa. Chicago: Childrens Press, 1990.  Discusses the holiday in which African-Americans celebrate their roots and cultural heritage.
Curry, Barbara K. and James Michael Brodie. Sweet Words So Brave: The Story of African American Literature. Madison, WI: Zino Press Children's Books, 1996.  A survey of the history of African-American literature, from slave narratives to the present, told in the voice of a grandfather speaking to his granddaughter.

Dillon, Leo and Diane Dillon. Jazz on a Saturday Night. New York: Blue Sky Press, 2007.  Learn about jazz and read a biography of each player pictured, and then hear each instrument play on a specially produced CD.
Feelings, Muriel. Jambo Means Hello: Swahili Alphabet Book. New York: Dial, 1974.  Presents a word, with English translation, for each of the twenty-four letters in the Swahili alphabet. Brief explanation of each word introduces an East African custom.

Finley, Carol. The Art of African Masks: Exploring Cultural Traditions. Minneapolis: Lerner Publications Company, 1999.  Describes how different types of masks are made and used in Africa and how they reflect the culture of their ethnic groups.
Hausman, Gerald and Kelvin Rodriques. African-American Alphabet: a celebration of African-American and West Indian culture, custom, myth, and symbol. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1996.  This is a poetic A-to-Z collection of African, Caribbean, and African-American traditions, languages, legends, and symbols.  There are over 100 photos.

Hudson, Wade and Floyd Cooper. Pass It On: African-American Poetry for Children. New York: Scholastic Inc., 1993.  An illustrated collection of poetry by such Afro-American poets as Langston Hughes, Nikki Giovanni, Eloise Greenfield, and Lucille Clifton.
Johnson, Anne E. Jazz Tap: From African Drums to American Feet. New York: Rosen Publishing Group, 1999.  This book describes taps illustrious history, from minstrels to Broadway to vaudeville.  It also examines taps contributions to current dance styles and explores the future of tap dance.
Jordan, Denise M. Juneteenth Day. Chicago: Heinemann Library, 2003.  Describes the holiday known as Juneteenth Day, which has roots in Texas and which celebrates the end of slavery in the United States.
Reef, Catherine. Africans in America: the spread of people and culture. New York: Facts on File, 1999.  Describes the spread of Africans to the western hemisphere and the influences and development of their culture.
Rochelle, Belinda. Words with Wings: A Treasury of African-American Poetry and Art. New York: HarperCollins, 2001.  Pairs twenty works of art by African-American artists with twenty poems by twenty African-American poets.
Ross, Kathy. Crafts that Celebrate Black History. Brookfield, CT: Millbrook Press, 2002.  Provides step-by-step instructions for twenty easy crafts that celebrate the accomplishments of different African Americans, including inventors, activists, educators, and others.
Sanders, Nancy I. A Kid’s Guide to African American History. Chicago: Chicago Review Press, 2000.  Contains over seventy activities, songs, and games designed to teach children about the history of African-Americans, from Africa through the late twentieth century; and includes brief profiles of notable African-Americans.
Terizan, Alexandra M. The Kids Multicultural Art Book: Art & Craft Experiences from Around the World. Charlotte, VT: Williamson Pub., 1993.  This book teaches kids how to make crafts and artwork from Asia, Africa, India, and the Americas: a Korhogo Mud Cloth, a Wodaabe Mirror Pouch, a Japanese Kokeshi Doll, a Chinese Opera Mask, and more.
Worth, Richard. The Harlem Renaissance: an explosion of African-American Culture. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow, 2009.  Part of the America’s Living History series, this book describes the Harlem Renaissance.  Students will learn the historical context for the origins and spirit of the movement.  The book spotlights many notable individual writers, musicians, actors, and visual artists.  The book includes photos, a timeline, extensive chapter notes, a glossary, and lists of recommended books, and Internet sites.
Media Resources

African-American Heritage. 1997. Videocassette. Schlessinger Video Productions, 1997.  This video introduces children to the sights and sounds of Africa with a focus on West Africa.  African geography and cultures are explained as are the history of African-Americans.
African American Life. 1996. Videocassette. Schlessinger Video Productions, 1996.  Learn about America's history with graphics and animations, live-action portrayals of historic figures and stories told from a child's point of view.  Topics featured in this video include The Journey from Africa to Slavery, Resisting Slavery, Segregation, The Civil Rights Movement, The Biography of Martin Luther King, Jr., and African Americans Today.
African Americans. 1993. Videocassette. Schlessinger Video Productions, 1993.  This video is one of a 15-part series, Multicultural Peoples of North America, which celebrates the heritage of different cultural groups by tracing the history of their emigration to North America. 
Jubilee Singers: Sacrifice and Glory. 2000. Videocassette. PBS Home Video, 1993.  With stunning recreations of their historic performances and a rich spiritual score, this video draws on letters and diaries to bring to life these ex-slaves' fundraising tours.  

INFOhio Electronic Resources

“Roots of American Music.” Ally's Multicultural History & How It Relates to Us Today, 2005, p81-84, 4p, 2 EBSCOHost. INFOhio. 8 May 2010. http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=prh&AN=16306963&site=srck5-live. This article focuses on the history of music in the U.S.  Music in the country has shaped cultures and defined U.S. citizens.  Blues, jazz, and rhythm and blues are discussed. 
“Roots of American Art.” Ally's Multicultural History & How It Relates to Us Today, 2005, p93-93, 1p, 1 EBSCOHost. INFOhio. 8 May 2010. http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=prh&AN=16306967&site=srck5-live. This article deals with the influence of various cultures on U.S. art. Africans who were transported to the U.S. on slave ships brought traditions of West African tribal art, which included wood carvings, bone carvings, and bronze castings. 

