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General Information
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Canterbury Elementary School
Grade level: Grade 5
Subject Area: Black History Month: Physical Education
Specific Topic: African American Athletes
Content Standards: People in Societies: Students use knowledge of perspectives, practices, and products of cultural, ethnic, and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within local, national, regional, and global settings.
		        History: Students use materials drawn from the diversity of human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns and themes in the history of Ohio, the United States, and the world.

Museum Websites for Students to Explore
· Exploratorium: the museum of science, art, and human perception, San Francisco, California
· http://www.exploratorium.edu/
· The Science of Baseball:   Exploratorium.edu/baseball/
· Skateboard Science: Exploratorium.edu/skateboarding/index.html
· Science of Surfing: Exploratorium.edu/theworld/surfing/index.html
· Science of Cycling: Exploratorium.edu/cycling/index/html
· Science of Hockey Exploratorium.edu/hockey.index.html
· That’s The Way The Ball Bounces: Exploratorium.edu/sport/ball bounces/index.html
· Great on-line activities to engage children in the science of physical education/sports
· Not specifically designed to promote African American Athletes, however, it is a fabulous resource for many aspects of what I teach-science of sports, health concepts, exercise and motion
· Franklin Institute Science Museum
· http://www2.fi.edu/
· On-line sports challenges (reaction times)
· On-line heart health (diet, heart facts, how to stay healthy)
· Includes a teacher guide for the sports center to prepare students for a visit
· Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio
· http://www.profootballhof.com/default.aspx
· Several good places for children to explore; interactive site where there are video clips, photos, blogs, a football history site that includes  famous black pro football players
· There is information for educational purposes and about field trips to the museum 
· The Newark Public Library, Kid’s Place
· http://www.npl.org/pages/kidsplace/Sites/olympics.html
· Has a list of websites about the Olympics for kids
· Includes ancient Olympics, women in the Olympics, fun facts about the Olympics
· Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago
· http://www.msichicago.org/whats-here/exhibits/you/the-exhibit/your-heart/giant-heart/
· Has several short videos to give a sneak peek at what you might see when you visit
· Does not have African American athlete exhibit, however, they just completed a special exhibit called “Take Charge of You” which was an interactive Black Creativity exhibit designed to call attention to the health challenges that African Americans face
· Includes a giant heart exhibit at which students can see their heart rate, and see how exercise affects their hearts
· Definitely on my list of places to visit!
· Reuben H. Fleet Science Center in San Diego
· http://www.rhfleet.org/
· Traveling exhibit: Do Undo- Explores symmetry, what movements look the same both forward and backward
· Motion Mania: exploration of universal laws that apply to everything that moves-30 activities to explain principles behind motion
· Great resource to help kids understand how and why things move
· Center for Science and Industry (COSI) in Columbus
· http://www.cosi.org/
· Fantastic resource to visit or investigate online
· Activities online for children include virtual knee surgery and open heart surgery
· Teacher resources aligned to Ohio standards with lesson plans and ideas
Museum Websites for Teachers
· Pro Football Hall of Fame, Canton, Ohio
· http://www.profootballhof.com/history/2005/1/1/charles-follis-led-early-black-pioneers-in-pro-football/ 
· Includes on-line articles that describe famous African American football players

· Western Pennsylvania Sports Museum, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
· http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/uploads/Media/25_DMChapter3Sports.pdf
· This website is mainly for adults to use to gather information about pro sports
· Gives a detailed account of what the museum has to offer and how exhibits are arranged
· Sports Museum of America in lower Manhattan
· http://www.thesportsmuseum.com/
· Looks like a fabulous museum to go and visit-is an interactive, multi-media, all- sports museum
· Entertaining, enriching, inspirational and educational
· Nothing interactive online

· Smithsonian Anacostia Community Museum in Washington D.C.
· http://anacostia.si.edu/exhibits/current_exhibitions.html
· interprets the effect social and cultural issues on communities
· includes both past and present
· served first as an outreach museum in African American neighborhoods in the District of Columbia then became a museum designed to preserve and interpret African American history from local perspectives
· Smithsonian Institution
· http://www.si.edu/Encyclopedia_SI/History_and_Culture/Sports_Leisure_History.htm
· portrays athletes, focusing on their participation in significant events and the social contexts that influenced them
· need to look through the list to find African American athletes
· United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, D.C.      
· http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/olympics/detail.php?content=aa_athletes&lang=en 
· Articles and photos of 1936 Olympics in Nazi Germany
· Good explanation for what went on before the Olympics, during, and after
· Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas City, Missouri
· http://www.nlbm.com/s/index.cfm
· Includes multi-media displays, photographs, artifacts from the 1800’s through the 1960’s
· Education resource links
· Geared for older students but would be a valuable resource for adults 
· E-museum for teachers with lesson plans and materials for study
· Long Island University, C.W. Post Campus, B. Davis Schwartz Memorial Library
· http://www.liu.edu/cwis/cwp/library/aaitsa.htm
· The exhibit looks at the history of sports and the role African American athletes played
· Covers the divided and the crossover time periods for African Americans
· Boxing, horse racing, cycling, track and field, basketball, baseball, football are included
· Exhibit includes sports memorabilia, periodicals, news clippings and historical notes
· Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History, Detroit
· http://www.maah-detroit.org/
· Current exhibit on Joe Louis and his life story viewed against the backdrop of American history
· Background information on the entire civil rights movement



Books About African American Athletes for Children

1.  Christopher , Matt and Stephanie Peters.  On The Court with LeBron James . Little, Brown    Books for Young Readers, 2008.
· The story of how LeBron started playing basketball in the projects to where he is now the best player in the world. 
· I am quite sure this book will appeal to young and old alike who live in Cleveland. Perhaps we’ll have to wait and see how they do in the play-offs…
· Appropriate for ages 9-12
· Matt Christopher has a series of children’s books about athletes.
2. Danakas , John.  Choice of Colours. Lorimer, 2007.
· A children’s book that adults will also enjoy about the era in football before African American quarterbacks were accepted.
· Appropriate for ages 9-12
3. Krull, Kathleen. Wilma Unlimited . Harcourt, 1996.
· How Wilma Rudolph became the world’s fastest woman
· A story of adversity and tenacity and dedication – I would hope this story would inspire young African American girls 
· Appropriate for ages 6 to 9
4. Oughton, Taylor.  Great African American Athletes . Dover Publications, 1996.
· This book spotlights 45 different African American athletes and their specific accomplishments.
· Appropriates for ages 9-11
5. Rambeck, Richard.  Michael Jordan. Child’s World, 1998.
· Appropriate for ages 6-10
· Children and adults alike will like this biography of the basketball superstar
6.  Robinson, Sharon.  Testing the Ice.  Scholastic Inc., 2009.
· Picture book for ages 5-9 who want to learn more about Jackie Robinson
· Story is more than his struggles in baseball –includes a look at his character
Books about African American Athletes for Adults
1. Wiggins, David. Glory Bound: Black Athletes in White America. Syracuse University Press, 1997.
· Provides essays which explore the struggle of black athletes in this country, tracing the history of the black athlete's role in white America from the 19th century to modern times. Important connections are drawn between civil rights movements and goals and the changing face of American sports. 
2.  Wigginton, Russell T.  The Strange Career of the Black Athlete.  Praeger, 2006.
· An adult book that would be a valuable background resource regarding the struggle of the African American athletes and their eventual acceptance into the mainstream sports arenas.

Electronic Resources

1. http://www.infohio.org/ER/ERcore.asp
Went into Biography Reference Bank and typed in Jackie Robinson (any AA Athlete’s name could be typed to gather information)
· http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/jackie-robinson/
· The National Archives and Records holds many documents that pertain to Robinson’s  civil rights advocacy such as letters to Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, a telegram to the White House, and famous Jackie Robinson quotes
										
2. http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.com/hww/results/getResults.jhtml?_DARGS=/hww/results/results_common.jhtml.33
	Personal Author:
	Fried, Ellen

	Journal Name:
	Prologue (Washington, D.C.)

	Source:
	Prologue (Washington, D.C.) v. 40 no. 1 (Spring 2008) p. 58-9


· This article discusses Jackie Robinson’s rookie year from his perspective and others. It can be read or there is audio available for students who can’t manage the level of reading.
· Valuable background on how one African American athlete was able to cope and how isolated and threatened he felt

3. http://www.infohio.org/ER/ERcore.asp
Went to Kids search:3-5
· http://www.infohihttp://web.ebscohost.com/srck5/detail?vid=4&hid=11&sid=7324686f-53a3-4540-ac6b-5f9ba66a4680%40sessionmgr14&bdata=JnNpdGU9c3JjazUtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=prh&AN=46820152o.org/ER/secure/EBSCO.asp
Went to SPORTS category, chose Basketball and then looked at the titles to see what might work:
· http://web.ebscohost.com/srck5/detail?vid=4&hid=11&sid=47203bfb-84f6-49c9-9543-f99eaa8f303b%40sessionmgr10&bdata=JnNpdGU9c3JjazUtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=prh&AN=48427640
· This is a reader’s theater play that can be acted out with 11 different characters about LeBron James and his 8th grade team. The theme is you can’t do it alone-you must work together.
· Appropriate for 4-5 grade
4. http://www.infohio.org/ER/ERcore.asp
http://web.ebscohost.com/srck5/search?vid=1&hid=107&sid=6896cd12-db4d-4325-99d8-a37a39eaa3ea%40sessionmgr111
Went to SPORTS category and chose Football
· http://web.ebscohost.com/srck5/detail?vid=4&hid=11&sid=7324686f-53a3-4540-ac6b-5f9ba66a4680%40sessionmgr14&bdata=JnNpdGU9c3JjazUtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=prh&AN=46820152
then chose “50 Greatest Athletes of the Decade”
Sports Illustrated Kids; Dec.2009, Vol. 21 Issue 11, p39-45, 7p, 50 color
· As you scroll down there is a short biography about the player and his/her accomplishments. African American athletes are listed and can be highlighted. 
· This could be a good search for the children to do independently.
· Aimed at 3rd through 5th grade
5. http://www.infohio.org/ER/ERcore.asp
http://web.ebscohost.com/srck5/search?vid=1&hid=107&sid=6896cd12-db4d-4325-99d8-a37a39eaa3ea%40sessionmgr111

Went to Sports category and chose basketball
http://web.ebscohost.com/srck5/detail?vid=5&hid=11&sid=7324686f-53a3-4540-ac6b-5f9ba66a4680%40sessionmgr14&bdata=JnNpdGU9c3JjazUtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=prh&AN=42098744
“Remember the Real Titans” -Sports Illustrated for Kids, June 2009, Vol 21, Issue 5, p.42-45
· Many children have seen this movie and will be familiar with the subject
· The article could lead to some interesting discussion about what it used to be like for black athletes and whether they think it is still like that now 

6. http://www.infohio.org/ER/ERcore.asp
http://web.ebscohost.com/srck5/search?vid=1&hid=107&sid=6896cd12-db4d-4325-99d8-a37a39eaa3ea%40sessionmgr111
 Teacher Resources at top of page and search for African American Athletes
http://web.ebscohost.com/srck5/detail?vid=6&hid=11&sid=7324686f-53a3-4540-ac6b-5f9ba66a4680%40sessionmgr14&bdata=JnNpdGU9c3JjazUtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=aph&AN=44318197

Essence (Essence); Oct2009, Vol. 40 Issue 6, p136-136, 1p, 2 Color Photographs

· Interview in Essence magazine with Leslie Fuhrtz-Tookes on how she manages to be a triathlete, a wife and mother.
· Excellent article for girls about a female athlete
· Gives some background on being a triathlete-something a lot of children don’t know too much about

Media Resources

1. Jackie Robinson, Journey of the African American Athlete
Produced by HBO, 1996
· Television documentary archive footage
· History of the African American Athlete including actual footage of many of the greats
· Good for students to hear of the struggles and hardships overcome for the love of their sport
2. Michael Jordan, Above and Beyond  Parts 1,2,3,4
Youtube.com    Documentary video, 1996
· Great, exciting footage from actual games
· Students would love to see Michael Jordan in action
3. 6 minute video interview with athletes and historians about the 1936 Nazi Olympics
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56wEF2E_1SU 
· Could be shown to students grades 4-5 with some background on the athletes first
· Short and to the point
· Would be good to pair with the information from the Holocaust Memorial Museum exhibits
4. Commentary by Scoop Jackson on Black Athletes: Beyond the Field
· http://sports.espn.go.com/espn/commentary/news/story?page=jackson/100224
· Premise: Black athletes represent salvation in the struggle for equality
· Adult commentary that could lead to discussion with children
· Excellent resource to help children understand the role of the black athlete was not just outstanding performance-it went much deeper than that
5. 10 Greatest Women Athletes, Ebony, March 2002
· http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1077/is_5_57/ai_83450358/
· Good online article for girls
· Includes short biography of each woman and her accomplishments
6. Negro Baseball Leagues
· http://www.blackbaseball.com/
· Collection of articles and photos that reflect the Negro Baseball Leagues
7. Interview on National Public Radio with Sharon Robinson about her father, Jackie Robinson
· http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=113378631
· The interview is about her children’s picture book, Testing the Ice, for ages 5-9
· She shares the story of her father that not only includes his breaking of the color barrier in baseball but also his character
8. Interactive website for students about the Olympics
· http://www.olympicschool.ca/default.aspx?PageID=1003&LangID=en
· Games that students can play online 
· Online profiles of players
· Olympic Games Project Packages
















