




~KINDERGARTEN~ 


Benchmark A: Identify elected leaders and authority figures in the home, school and community and explain reasons for having persons in authority. 


____ 1. Identify authority figures in the home, school and community. 


Benchmark B: Recognize and explain the importance of symbols and landmarks of the United States. 


____ 2. Recognize symbols of the United States that represent its democracy and values including: 


a. The national flag; 


b. The Pledge of Allegiance. 


Benchmark C: Explain the purposes of rules in different settings and the results of adherence to, or violation of, the rules. 


____ 3. Identify purposes for having rules and ways that they provide order, security and safety in the home, school and community. 








GOVERNMENT—Students use knowledge of the purposes, structures and processes of political systems at the local, state, national and international levels to understand that people create systems of government as structures of power and authority to provide order, maintain stability and promote the general welfare. 











~GRADE 1~ 


Benchmark A: Identify elected leaders and authority figures in the home, school and community and explain reasons for having persons in authority. 


____ 1. Recognize the role of authority figures in providing for the safety and security of individuals. 


____ 2. Explain how voting can be used to make group decisions. 


Benchmark B: Recognize and explain the importance of symbols and landmarks of the United States. 


____ 3. Recognize symbols of the United States that represent its democracy and values including: 


a. The bald eagle; 


b. The White House; 


c. The Statue of Liberty; 


d. The national anthem. 


Benchmark C: Explain the purposes of rules in different settings and the results of adherence to, or violation of, the rules. 


____ 4. Recognize the need for rules in different settings and the need for fairness in such rules. 


____ 5. Discuss the consequences of violating rules. 








~GRADE 2~ 


Benchmark A: Identify elected leaders and authority figures in the home, school and community and explain reasons for having persons in authority. 


____ 1. Identify leaders such as mayor, governor and president, and explain that they are elected by the people. 


____ 2. Explain how a system of government provides order to a group such as a school or community and why government is necessary including: 


a. Making and enforcing laws; 


b. Providing leadership; 


c. Providing services; 


d. Resolving disputes. 


Benchmark B: Recognize and explain the importance of symbols and landmarks of the United States. 


____ 3. Explain the importance of landmarks in the United States and the ideals that they represent including: 


a. The Washington Monument; 


b. The Jefferson Memorial; 


c. The Lincoln Memorial. 


Benchmark C: Explain the purposes of rules in different settings and the results of adherence to, or violation of, the rules. 


____ 4. Explain the purpose of rules in the workplace. 


____ 5. Predict the consequences of following rules or violating rules in different settings. 








~GRADE 3~ 


Benchmark A: Identify the responsibilities of the branches of the U.S. government and explain why they are necessary. 


____ 1. Explain the major functions of local government including: 


a. Promoting order and security; 


b. Making laws; 


c. Settling disputes; 


d. Providing public services; 


e. Protecting the rights of individuals. 


____ 2. Explain the structure of local governments and identify local leaders (e.g., township trustees, county commissioners, city council members or mayor). 


____ 3. Identify the location of local government buildings and explain the functions of government that are carried out there. 


____ 4. Identify goods and services provided by local government, why people need them and the source of funding (taxation). 


____ 5. Define power and authority. 


____ 6. Explain why the use of power without legitimate authority is unjust (e.g., bullying, stealing). 


Benchmark B: Give examples of documents that specify the structure of state and national governments in the United States and explain how these documents foster self-government in a democracy. 


No indicators present for this benchmark. 








~GRADE 4~ 


Benchmark A: Identify the responsibilities of the branches of the U.S. government and explain why they are necessary. 


____ 1. Explain major responsibilities of each of the three branches of government in Ohio: 


a. The legislative branch, headed by the General Assembly, makes state laws. 


b. The executive branch, headed by the governor, carries out and enforces laws made by the General Assembly. 


c. The judicial branch, headed by the Ohio Supreme Court, interprets and applies the law. 


____ 2. Explain why elections are used to select leaders and decide issues. 


Benchmark B: Give examples of documents that specify the structure of state and national governments in the United States and explain how these documents foster self-government in a democracy. 


____ 3. Explain the purpose of a democratic constitution: 


a. To provide a framework for a government; 


b. To limit the power of government; 


c. To define the authority of elected officials. 


____ 4. Explain that the Ohio Constitution tells how the state government should be organized and guarantees the rights of individuals. 








~GRADE 5~ 


Benchmark A: Identify the responsibilities of the branches of the U.S. government and explain why they are necessary. 


____ 1. Explain major responsibilities of each of the three branches of the U.S. government: 


a. The legislative branch, headed by Congress, passes laws. 


b. The executive branch, headed by the president, carries out and enforces the laws made by Congress. 


c. The judicial branch, headed by the Supreme Court, interprets and applies the law. 


_____ 2. Explain the essential characteristics of American democracy including: 


a. The people are the source of the government's authority. 


b. All citizens have the right and responsibility to vote and influence the decisions of the government. 


c. The government is run directly by the people or through elected representatives. 


d. The powers of government are limited by law. 


e. Basic rights of individuals are guaranteed by the Constitution. 


Benchmark B: Give examples of documents that specify the structure of state and national governments in the United States and explain how these documents foster self-government in a democracy. 


____ 3. Explain the significance of the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution. 











