




~KINDERGARTEN~ 


Benchmark A: Use dramatic/theatrical vocabulary and concepts in responding to dramatic/theatrical experiences.


____ 1. Use appropriate dramatic/theatrical vocabulary (e.g., actor, audience) to describe dramatic/theatrical experiences.


____ 2. Identify the characters, place and time in a story.


Benchmark B: Explain the impact of choices made by artists (e.g. playwrights, actors, directors, designers) in dramatic/theatrical works or experiences.


____ 3. Predict the ending of a story or performance.


Benchmark C: Apply criteria for evaluating a theatrical work.


____ 4. Explain a personal response to a dramatic/theatrical experience.








Dance: Analyzing and Responding Standard—Students respond to dramatic/theatrical texts, experiences and performances by describing the distinguishing characteristics and interpreting meaning, themes and moods.  Students analyze the creative techniques used in creating and performing dramatic/theatrical works and evaluate dramatic/theatrical works using appropriate criteria.





~GRADE 1~ 


Benchmark A: Describe their responses to movement experiences using dance vocabulary.


____ 1. Demonstrate movements and gestures in response to direction (e.g., bend, jump and reach).


Benchmark B: Actively participate in discussions about various reactions to and interpretations of dance performances.


____ 2. Discuss what makes a dance a dance.


____ 3. Recognize and communicate what they like and dislike about a dance.


Benchmark C: Explain the relationship between the audience and the performer.


____ 4. Demonstrate appropriate audience behavior when observing a dance performance.








~GRADE 2~ 


Benchmark A: Improvise, create and perform movement phrases with concentration and kinesthetic awareness.


____ 1. Perform locomotor and nonlocomotor movements in combination and sequence.


____ 2. Create and perform short movement phrases to demonstrate the extremes in range within a particular dance element (e.g., space, time, force or body).


____ 3. Create and perform a movement phrase with a beginning, middle and end.


Benchmark B: Use the elements of dance to create a mood or express an idea in a dance study.


____ 4. Perform a memorized movement phrase with expression, focus and confidence.


Benchmark C: Invent multiple solutions to movement problems varying space, time and energy.


____ 5. Identify and explore the range within a particular dance element. 


____ 6. Use fast and slow tempos to improvise movement phrases based on everyday gestures (e.g., shaking hands, brushing teeth and waving hello).











~GRADE 3~ 


Benchmark A: Describe their responses to movement experiences using dance vocabulary. 


____1. Explore and discuss the similarities and differences between everyday and dance movements. 


Benchmark B: Actively participate in discussions about various reactions to and interpretations of dance performances. 


____2. Respond to a dance by identifying its sensory and expressive characteristics. 


Benchmark C: Explain the relationship between the audience and the performer. 


____3. Discuss their own reactions to dances they observe or perform.





~GRADE 4~ 


Benchmark A: Describe their responses to movement experiences using dance vocabulary. 


____1. Recognize and discuss the different ways that dances are created or performed. 


Benchmark B: Actively participate in discussions about various reactions to and interpretations of dance performances. 


____2. Identify the similarities and differences between dances using dance vocabulary. 


____3. Describe the meanings of a dance and support their ideas with well-chosen details from the performance. 


Benchmark C: Explain the relationship between the audience and the performer. 


____4. Describe how audience response affects dance performance.





~GRADE 5~ 


Benchmark A: Demonstrate knowledge of different approaches to art criticism when analyzing and interpreting dance performances. 


____1. Articulate an understanding of several ideas or images communicated by a dance performance. 


Benchmark B: Analyze how dance elements are used to convey concepts or themes in dance performances. 


____2. Use the vocabulary of art criticism to analyze how the elements of dance are organized in a performance to communicate a theme or concept. 


Benchmark C: Apply knowledge of dance elements, techniques, styles and choreographic forms to critique dances using defined criteria. 


____3. Develop criteria for evaluating dance performances and their choreographic styles.








