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Standard 4:

Technology and Communication Application

Benchmark C:

Select appropriate technology communication tools and design collaborative interactive projects and activities to communicate with others.

Indicator:

Grade 8

3.  Select an appropriate communications tool to obtain and share information 
(eg. E-mail, chat, message board, videoconferencing, online projects).


	Lesson Summary:

 In addition to surfing the Web, much of a student's time online may be spent communicating and interacting with others.  The purpose of this lesson is to create a safe environment so that students may communicate with each other online within the constraints of the Acceptable User Policy of the school.  The students will become members of an online private discussion board where they may post and reply to messages. This lesson will be presented to seventh grade computer classes and taught by both the computer teacher and media specialist. Both instructors will moderate this discussion board.

Estimated Duration:

Two forty minutes periods
(One forty minute period to setup the discussion board with the students and one forty minute period for understanding the mechanics of the discussion board.)

Grade Level:
Grade 7 - 8

Commentary: By creating computer use guidelines, students can have a safe and fun time participating in online communication. A teacher can minimize the risks involved with letting their students interact with each other online by teaching internet safety awareness first.


Pre-Assessment:

KWL Chart
(What We Know. What We Want to Know. What We Have Learned.) 

One way to start off a new topic is to ask students to list what they already know. The media specialist and the teacher will ask the class if they can name or list different types of online communication.  Together they will create a list of online communication on the board.  Students will first mention email and instant messaging for those are ones that they know and use.  Briefly explain what chat rooms, and blogs are.  Ask the class if they have ever posted messages on a discussion board, for that is what they are going to learn.

Scoring Guidelines:
Based on the results of the pre-assessment KWL chart for online communication, the teacher will discover that students have knowledge of email and instant messaging and they have little knowledge or no knowledge about blogs and discussion boards.  Scoring the pre-assessment activity will be based on the teacher’s judgment.

Classroom observation will be used for the ongoing teacher assessment and student self-assessment. The teacher and the media specialist will be able to observe that the students are on task by viewing their computer screen.  Students will view the LCD projector screen to see if they are keeping up with the class activities.

Post-Assessment:

Students will demonstrate their skills by participating in an online discussion board where they will post questions and responses. 


Scoring Guidelines:

Each student in the class will be required to post a reply to the teacher’s posted message plus post a reply to another student’s response in class.  Students will be required to post to the discussion board from an offsite location other than school (e.g. home, public library, etc.) when school is not in session.


Instructional Procedures:
1. Create a KWL chart listing the different online communication tools.

2. The media specialist and the teacher will discuss the different online communication tools.
e-mail
instant messaging
chat rooms
blogs

3. The media specialist will discuss the different kinds of discussion boards with the class.
Public discussion vs. Private discussion board. 
Individuals with a user account can view a private discussion board. There is no way for a non-member to view it.  A public discussion board is open for everyone to discuss.  There are discussion boards on the Internet for just about any subject from medicine to home repair projects.

4. The teacher will discuss what a moderator in a discussion board is.
A moderator monitors board posts and responses.  They enforce the board rules, and can delete posts, edit posts as well as remove any user's ability to visit the boards. The teacher will be the moderator for the class discussion board.

5. The teacher will discuss the benefits of a private discussion board. 
The main benefit of a private discussion board is that only members can post and reply messages.  

6. The teacher with the assistance of the media specialist will help the students register for the discussion board. The students will become member of the discussion board.  The media specialist is present to help the students that are having trouble with their user name and password.  With larger classes, the extra help is needed.

7. The media specialist will review the general Internet safety tips, while the teacher finishes setting the discussion board to be a private one. The media specialist will stress to the students that they should not give out any personal information over the Internet.  Do not post your email address, IM address or real name.  Never post any personally identifying information such as your home address or telephone number. 

8. The media specialist will review netiquette rules. Do not type in ALL CAPS or use IM shortcuts.  Do not post rude or hateful messages.

9. After the teacher has added the students to her discussion forum or private discussion board, the teacher will type questions on the discussion board for students to respond to by posting a reply.  Some topics for discussion could be Internet safety, authenticity of a website, and the school’s acceptable use policy.   Some discussion boards are setup for their members to take a poll or a survey.  If the discussion board has the polling feature, some suggestions to poll the class could be who do you think is going to win the game or did you read a certain book.

10. The teacher will clearly state rules and guidelines in using the class discussion board. Do not send individuals private messages and restrict the number of smileys to one per message.  Sign your message or response with your first name only. 

11. The media specialist will explain to the students how to post and reply on the discussion board.

12. Have students reply to another student’s response to show how to create threads. 

13. Post additional questions for students to respond to for homework.


Differentiated Instructional Support
If some students do not have Internet access at home and do not have the opportunity to go to the public library to get online, a hard copy of the posted questions on the discussion board will be provided.  Students will have the chance to complete the assignment by answering the discussion question, but they will not have the experience or benefits of having an online discussion board throughout the course. 


Extension

Our school’s Acceptable Use Policy prevents students from using chat rooms, email, and instant messaging at school.  Students may want to learn more about other online communication tools like blogs.  Blogs are an online diary or journal entry.  Please stress to the students that personal information should not be given out over the internet.  


Homework Options and Home Connections

Students will be required to access the online discussion board when school is not in session from their home, public library, or etc.  They will be answering poll questions or general discussion posted by the instructor.


Interdisciplinary Connections

The discussion board can also be used for general queries about other courses.  There could be a forum on a book or novel that the students are reading in English class.  Students may ask questions relating to homework assignments or class projects relating to other classes.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Computer connected to LCD projector
Discussion board membership
RWLO PowerPoint Presentation 

For students
Computer
Internet Access
Discussion Board membership


Key Vocabulary

BLOG - (which comes from the term “Web log” or “weblog”) is a Web application which contains posts like a diary or journal entry.

CHAT ROOM - an Internet environment where you can use text to have live, real-time conversations with many people at the same time.

DISCUSSION BOARD - a general term for any online "bulletin board" where you can leave and expect to see responses to messages you have left.

EMAIL - stands for electronic mail, which unlike regular mail can be sent instantly, no matter how far apart the senders and receivers are.

FORUMS - in a discussion board folders that contains messages on a particular subject
INSTANT MESSAGE (IM) - a form of Internet communications that lets you talk in real time to individuals or groups of people. Users create contact lists of friends to chat with and can block people they don't know or don't want to communicate with. 

MESSAGES - in a discussion board it is an individual contribution to a conversation

THREADS - in a discussion board it a series of messages about the same topic

Technology Connections

Technology questions may be posted on the discussion board for students to comment and discuss. For example, students demonstrated their knowledge about authenticity of a web site and internet safety by posting responses on this private discussion board. The use of this discussion board integrates technology into the classroom.


Research Connections
Extending the Classroom into Cyberspace: The Discussion Board
www.rider.edu/suler/psycyber/psycyber.html

The Real World Learning Objects (RWLO) Resource Library
http://www.ciese.org/pathways/rwlo/index.html
Free RWLO Account and get started! 
http://www.rwlo.org/refdesk.aspx

General Tips

An example of a discussion board that has no advertising and no pop-up pages is RWLO (Real World Learning Objects.)  RWLO permitted the class to have a private discussion board moderated by the teacher.  Each student was given their own free account to use.  Students had to register with RWLO.  In creating the students’ username, please remember that their username is a part of the URL address in their account.  See RWLO PowerPoint for specific directions in using this discussion board.

While the teacher sets up a shared folder in the discussion board and sends out electronic invitations to each of the students to join her discussion board, the media specialist will introduce a short video for the students to watch a short video clip called Tracking Teresa.  This video clip illustrates how a person can get personal information about someone off the Internet. http://www.netsmartz.org/resources/reallife.htm#realTeresa


Attachments
RWLO PowerPoint Presentation 




