	

Lesson Plan Template




	
Language Arts: Grade 5

Benchmark B:

Apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including summarizing and making predictions, and comparisons using information in text, between text and across subject areas.

Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies
1. Establish and adjust purposes for reading, including to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy and to solve problems.  

2. Predict and support predictions with specific references to textual examples that may be in widely separated sections of the text.  

5. Make inferences based on implicit information in texts, and provide justifications for those inferences.  

7. Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.  

Benchmark A:

Describe and analyze the elements of character development.

Reading Applications: Literary Text

1. Explain how a character’s thoughts, words, and actions reveal his or her motivations.

Benchmark B

Write responses to literature that extend beyond the summary and support judgements through references to the text.

Writing Applications:

2. Write responses to novels, stories and poems that organize an interpretation around several clear ideas, and justify the interpretation through the use of examples and specific textual evidence.

Benchmark B:

Locate and summarize important information from multiple sources.

Research:

2. Locate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources.

Benchmark E:

Communicate findings, reporting on the substance and processes orally, visually, and in writing or through multimedia.

6. Use a variety of communication techniques, including oral, visual, written or multimedia reports, to present information gathered.

Library Guidelines, 

Grade 5

Information literacy

Benchmark A:

Access the library media center facility, staff and resources whenever an academic or personal information need arises, and demonstrate appropriate use of library materials.

4. Use a variety of library material formats to answer questions and solve problems.

Benchmark D: 

Describe types of information including facts, opinions, primary/secondary sources; and formats of information including number, text, sound, visual, multimedia; and use information for a purpose.

6. Locate information in reference sources.

TECHNOLOGY

STANDARD 3: Technology for Productivity Applications

Benchmark B:

Use appropriate tools and technology resources to complete tasks and solve problems.

3. Collect information for projects using still and video digital cameras, scanners, and electronic resources. 
	Lesson Summary:
Briefly describe the procedures and purposes of  the lesson.

Characterization and quotations are studied simultaneously.  Initially the students will remember a quote from the story.  Quotation books will be introduced and the arrangement of Bartlett’s discussed.  Other arrangements in other quotation books will be mentioned.  Students will choose a quote they like and write about it.  Next students will work together in pairs to infer how one of A Christmas Carol’s characters would have responded to Victorian mummers.  A quote should be used as part of the answer.   Students will then choose a character to give a Christmas gift.  The box should include 4 “presents” appropriate for the character and the Victorian Era.  A Christmas card should describe the reasons for the presents.    


Estimated Duration:
Include an estimate of the time needed for instruction.

The time is 90 minutes.  The Christmas box will be explained and started in that 90 minutes.  The box will be finished at home.  Approximately 40 minutes will be needed for the presentations.

Commentary:

The class consists of nine fifth-grade gifted students.  Students have previously read A Christmas Carol and studied the Victorian Era.  They also just finished the DAR essay on Benjamin Franklin.  I have been doing the Christmas gift book report for years.  The lesson recently was featured in the New Year, 2006 issue of The School Librarian’s Workshop.  

Pre-Assessment:
Remind students about Ben Franklin’s almanac.  Many of those proverbs can be found in the quotation books.  Can you remember one in particular?  Do these proverbs tell us about Ben Franklin and his values?  We can also tell about the values of characters based on what they say.  Just as Ben Franklin’s quotations/proverbs have become part of our vocabulary, so have quotations from A Christmas Carol.  Tell me two in particular. 

Scoring Guidelines:
Are students able to remember some quotes?  Can they infer character values from the quotes?

Post-Assessment:
Identify strategies to assess student learning 

Observation will determine if the students can use the quotation book.  Written answers will be evaluated for understanding.  The Christmas gift will be evaluated in terms of appropriateness based on the character and the Victorian Era.  The students’ Christmas card will be evaluated for completeness and creativity based on a rubric.  

Scoring Guidelines:
Observation will used to evaluate the process.  A rubric will evaluate the oral presentation and the product.


Instructional Procedures:
Describe the instructional steps

1. Remind students about Ben Franklin’s Almanac.  Many of Franklin’s proverbs can be found in the quotation books.  Can you remember one in particular?  Do these proverbs tell us about Ben Franklin and his values?   Just as Ben Franklin’s quotations/proverbs have become part of our vocabulary, so have quotations from A Christmas Carol.  Name two.

2. Explain the organization of the quotation books, especially Bartlett’s.   Look up Ben Franklin.  Do his proverbs/quotations tell us about Ben Franklin and his values?  Explain.  

3. Look up Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol in Bartlett’s.  The whole class will choose one quote.  Tell the students to take out a piece of paper to write about the meaning of the quote itself and how the quote discloses information about the speaker.  Discuss.  (Some well-known or short quotes may not be used, such as “Bah, Humbug!”) (Teacher needs to guide the selection in order to make sure the assignment can be completed easily.)

4. One of the traditions of a Victorian Christmas is “mumming”.  Mummers or maskers, masked and dressed as a fool (often a jester), went door-to-door being silly and asking for food and drink.  Show the picture in Bobbie Kalman’s Victorian Christmas, page 28.

5. Divide into three groups.  Each group is to choose one of the following characters:  Scrooge at the beginning of the story, Scrooge at the end of the story, and Mr. Fezziwig.  Infer how the character would have responded to the mummers.  Document your answer from A Christmas Story.  Students are encouraged to use the quotation book.  

6. Share answers and discuss.  Students do group evaluation on their results.  

7. Pass out the assignment and scoring sheet for the Christmas gift activity.  Each student is to choose a different character.  Discuss the assignment.  Students may use/create realia, computer clip art, scanned or copied pictures, or homemade pictures.  Students are encouraged to take pictures of items viewed on our field trips and use the pictures as “gifts.”

8. Model the exercise by showing a gift box from another book.

9. Include a Christmas card explaining your four “gifts”.  Wrap it and include a gift tag.  Bring it to our last class before Christmas break.  

10. Use the oral presentation rubric to evaluate each student.  Allow students for evaluate each other as well.

11. Complete the pre-/post-question worksheet and share.

12. In relation to the humanitarian theme of remembering the poor at Christmas, the students are also to bring in a can of food or a toy to be given to the poor at the last class before Christmas.  


Differentiated Instructional Support

The lesson could be adapted for higher level classes.


Extension

 Students can continue to learn on this topic through the librarian’s web bibliography and books.  Christmas and A Christmas Story will be a life-long experience and hopefully memorable.  Students will be expected to use quotation books and infer characteristics of book characters throughout their school years.    The technology can be downgraded to practically none.  


Homework Options and Home Connections
Homework will be activity oriented.  The gift box will be mostly assembled at home.  The gift for the poor will be brought from home. 


Interdisciplinary Connections
The lesson can be integrated with language arts, social studies, library and technology content areas to strengthen student learning.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

A variety of quotation books, not all arranged the same as Bartlett’s.  

Kalman, Bobbie.  Victorian Christmas.  New York, Crabtree Publishing, 1997. p. 28, 29.

“’Present’ing a Book Report”.  The School Librarian’s Workshop. New Year, 2006. p. 11.

For students
List the materials needed for the students.

Four copies of Bartlett’s Quotations, not necessarily the same edition.  

Notebook paper and pencil.

Assignment sheet includes scoring guidelines for gift.

Mummers worksheet.

Post-question worksheet 

Variety of books on an old fashioned, Victorian Christmas with lots of pictures.  Christmas clip art books, craft supplies, and realia may be needed.  

Access to a scanner, digital camera, or copier may be needed.  

Access to computers with internet and the librarian’s web bibliography.


Key Vocabulary
List key terms that need to be defined prior to or as part of instruction.

Quotation books

Bartlett’s

Characteristics, personality, description, values or traits of characters.

Mumming, mummers, maskers.

Realia


Technology Connections
Technology in this lesson is optional, but also can be increased.  Internet sources, computers, scanners, copiers, and cameras were all used to some degree.


General Tips
I shared a Christmas gift box from a different book. 


Attachments
List and attach any additional materials created for the lesson, including student handouts, blackline masters, overheads, etc.

Response to Mummers worksheet
Christmas assignment with scoring guidelines.
Librarian’s web bibliography
Post-question
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