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History

Benchmark B:

Describe the political and social

characteristics of early civilizations and their enduring impact on later civilizations.

Indicator

Early Civilizations

4. Compare the geographic, political, economic and social

characteristics of the river civilizations in the Tigris and

Euphrates (Mesopotamia), Nile (Egypt), Huang Ho and

Indus valleys before 1000 B.C. including:

a. Location;

b. Government;

c. Religion;

d. Agriculture;

e. Cultural and scientific contributions.

People in Societies

Benchmark A. 

Compare cultural practices, products and perspectives of past civilizations in order to understand commonality and diversity of

cultures.

Indicator

Cultures 

1. Compare the cultural practices and products of the

societies studied including: 

a. Class structure;

b. Gender roles;

c. Beliefs;

d. Customs and traditions.

Geography

Benchmark A. 

Identify on a map the location of major physical and human features of each continent.

Indicator

Location

 1. Place countries, cities, deserts, mountain ranges and bodies

of water on the continents on which they are located.

Social Studies Skills and Methods

Benchmark D:

Work effectively in a group 

Indicator:

Problem Solving
7. Work effectively to achieve group goals: 

a. Engage in active listening;

b. Provide feedback in a constructive manner;

c. Help establish group goals;

d. Take various roles within the group;

e. Recognize contributions of others.

Technology Literacy

Benchmark B:

Develop search strategies, retrieve information in a variety of formats and evaluate the quality and appropriate use of Internet resources

Indicator

Internet Concepts

1. Explain the function of a Web browser (e.g., what is the difference

between the browser software and a page on the Internet?).

Indicator

Search Engines

2. Incorporate place searching when searching for information using assigned directories and search engines.

Information Literacy

Benchmark B: 

Identify information needs, select school library media books and materials in a variety of

formats, and demonstrate responsible use and ethical behavior when using library media materials.

Indicator

Responsible Use

7. Understand that parents must sign the district Acceptable Use Policy

(AUP) and that it sets the expectation for appropriate usage of school

materials (e.g., books, textbooks, computers, the Internet).

Benchmark E: 

Conduct research and follow a research process model that includes the following: develop

essential question; identify resources; select, use and analyze information; synthesize and generate a

product; and evaluate both process and product.

Indicator

Find

3. Narrow or broaden search topic/question according to how many

resources are located.

5. Understand how to access electronic resources at school and from

home.

Use

7. Use peer-evaluation techniques and authentic assessments to analyze

information.

8. Take notes, organize information into logical sequence and create a draft

product (e.g., report, research paper, presentation).

Check

10.Communicate findings orally, visually or in writing and draw

conclusions about findings.




	Social Studies Lesson Plan – Mesopotamia Web Based Project

Teacher:  Doug Davis

Media Specialist:  Patti Lewis

Lesson Summary:
Students will travel back in time to the Fertile Crescent on a Web Quest to learn about the land between the rivers.

Students will “see” a comprehensive overview of the history of the land and people and answer the following questions: 

· Where did people tend to settle?

· Why did they settle there?

· What effect did the environment have on culture?

As a part of this web quest students will form groups to present: 

· Histories 

· Artifacts

· Maps

As a part of this web quest, the supporting text, and selected reference books students will present thoughts, answers, and responses in a culminating published work.


Estimated Duration:

10-20 days for introduction and completion of building groups, reviewing elements of the assignment, introduction and review for lab procedures and reviewing Power Point. Presentations will be given every other day in class and during scheduled library times.

Commentary: 

The abilities of the students and the hands computer lab portion of this lesson accounts for flexibility in time.  Day to day interruptions to the schedule, absenteeism, and difficulties within groups will be addressed as the need arises.  Groups who are moving quickly will be given extension ideas and the teachers of these students who are included in an extended learning opportunity class will be given a heads up.  The same procedures follow students who are moving more slowly and are included in special classes for intervention.  

Pre-Assessment:

· Small groups brainstorm and summarize the standard text that has been read in outline form.  One member of each group shares outlines with whole class.

· Review Map Skills and understanding the geography of the region.

· Review previous Power Point and lab strategies
Scoring Guidelines:

· Informal observation of brainstorming small group activity

· Brainstorming outlines of supportive text posted to whiteboard.

· Teacher checks outlines for accuracy

Post-Assessment:
Direct observations and plans to adjust groups and time frames for completed work as needed. Review of grading rubrics and tasks within the assignment. 

Scoring Guidelines:  (attached)
· Web site evaluation

· Group Rubric

· Individual Rubric

· Power Point Rubric

· Written assignment grade


Instructional Procedures:
Student chooses (or is assigned) a role as part of an expedition to Mesopotamia.

As part of the role student researches a certain aspect of Mesopotamia in order to become an “expert”.

Then, student completes assigned task given in the category heading (i.e. Historian, Cartographer, or Museum Curator). Team members should be available to offer support, guidance, and help when needed.

When everything is complete, student and teammates will work to together to create a written report to be presented orally that presents findings to the committee from the class.
This written report may take any form but it must be word processed and accurately portray what student learned about Mesopotamia/Sumer including answers to the questions presented in this document.

Each group will extend their presentation by including the use of presentation software such as PowerPoint.

When students are done they fill out one (1) web site evaluation form about a site visited on individual role description. Scoring will be on the total sum of the project including all individual parts. See the rubrics for details.

Individual Roles:

Historian, Cartographer, and Museum Curator: 

As the historian you are responsible for researching the daily lives of ancient Sumerians and then using the information you find to complete a chart. You will then use that information to write a diary entry of a person from Ancient Mesopotamia. This will be a piece of historical writing so you want to work in as much information as you can from your chart. Your team members may come across information useful to you so always communicate with them. There are some obvious questions you might ask yourself.

 

Ø    What aspects of daily life shall I research?
Ø    Were there social class divisions?
Ø    Did they have religion?
Ø    Were there other people to interact with?
Ø    Can I draw parallels between Sumerians and other peoples?
Ø    Did they have jobs?

As the cartographer you are responsible for researching maps and then making one accurate physical map of Ancient Mesopotamia adding other important information you find during your research (i.e. political info or natural resources). You must also create one specialty map showing one specific piece of information. Keep in mind that your physical map must have the following: a legend, a compass rose, lines of latitude and longitude, and title with all features printed in black ink and using appropriate coloring. You must also write a two paragraph description of the geography of the area as well as a paragraph about each of your maps. Work with your team. They may be able to help you with your task. There are some obvious questions that you might ask yourself when researching.

 

Ø    Has the geography of the land changed in the last 10,000 years?
Ø    How did the rivers impact the geography?
Ø    Has the climate changed in the last 10,000 years?
Ø    What types of plants and animals existed then?
Ø    Should they appear on your map?

As the museum curator you are responsible for researching and then recreating as accurately as possible ancient art or artifacts that you find during your expedition for display at Wilson’s Museum of Archaeological History. Plan on recreating one artifact and drawing one artifact. Each artifact must have a written plaque (one paragraph in length minimum) that introduces patrons to the importance of each artifact and all other information you can find. Keep communicating with your team. They may have information you can use. Some questions you might ask yourself are obvious.

 

Ø    What materials were available to the Mesopotamians in the creation of these artifacts?
Ø    What reason did they have for making particular objects?
Ø    Were there artifacts made just for the sake of aesthetic value?
Ø    How will you go about choosing which artifacts to recreate?

Differentiated Instructional Support
Lesson will be adjusted for gifted students and for students with learning disabilities.  

· Instructional Aides will provide help to students with disabilities. 

· Pathfinders and extra writing assignments will be provided to gifted students.


Extension
· Students can do independent searches aside from the web quest to gather more information.

· Students can reference other books besides the text to support learning.

· Students can work in groups and create pathfinders.


Homework Options and Home Connections
· Students will make efforts to work in groups outside of school for Power Point presentations.

· Students will be assigned reading.

· Students will be expected to complete tasks on time and homework will be assigned accordingly.


Interdisciplinary Connections
Lessons lend themselves to connections in Art Standards through the use of graphics in presentations and artifact representations.  Also, the study of ancient museums contain numerous opportunities to incorporate Art standards.  Math Standards can through integrating skills needed in creating maps.  Language Arts Standards can be incorporated in the student writing samples.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

Text

Reference Books on topic

Computer Lab

Power Point Software

Word Processing software

For students
List the materials needed for the students.

Text

Reference books

Computer lab time

Power Point Software

Word Processing Software

Pathfinders

Materials for artifacts


Key Vocabulary
Cartographer, historian, curator, pathfinder, fertile crescent, Mesopotamia, Sumer, artifact, cuneiform, B.C. 


Technology Connections

· Students may create online pathfinders using an example from another topic as an example.  They can publish these to the web and distribute other classmates.

· Student may investigate creating their own web page highlighting the assignments.

· Students may publish finished Power Points presentations on school web site

· Students may explore different software such as Inspiration, Paint and Draw to use in their assignment.  Students can also investigate many clip art sites on the web and navigate graphics to their presentations.

Research Connections
Why Web Quest?  Prepared by Doug Davis:  http://www.foresthills.edu/wilson/Kent_Squirrel's_Why_Quest.htmIf link is broken, go to: http://www.foresthills.edu/wilson/wilson_page.htm, then click on “6” (for 6th grade), then Social Studies, then Kent Squirrel’s Why Quest.  


General Tips
· One of our objectives was to cut down on paper and have students work from a central place on the server. We discovered Server issues when the students accessed and began typing in their group charts.  We needed to create one chart file per number of students instead of one and only one chart.  It made for some quick thinking and cutting and pasting during lab time.  

· We were surprised by the inexperience of many students saving to the server. There were several steps to teach them and it took a good bit of time.  Next time, we would factor this in and even have more time set aside for this.

· We felt as if the students could use more instruction in good searching techniques.  Even though they received instruction during a previous library lesson we did not make the connection and review this before hand.


Attachments
Historian web sites:

Visit a timeline of Ancient Mesopotamia

http://www.usfca.edu/westciv/Mesochro.html
Read Richard Hooker’s overview of the Sumerians 2900 – 1800 B.C.

http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/MESO/SUMER.HTM
Read about life in the Near East at Odyssey Online
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/NEAREAST/homepg.html
Have you heard about the Hanging Gardens?

http://ce.eng.usf.edu/pharos/wonders/
Read about Mesopotamia at the Ancient History Sourcebook

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/asbook03.html
Cartographer web sites:

Check out the Oriental Map Series - Iraq site map
http://oi.uchicago.edu/OI/INFO/MAP/SITE/Iraq_Site_150dpi.html
See a map of Sumerian archaeological sites from the Ancient History Source book
http://www.sumerian.org/map.htm
Visit National Geographic’s Map Machine
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/maps/index.html
Go to the Atlas Library at Oregon State University

http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~atlas/europe/
Museum Curator Websites:

Visit the Oriental Institute Museum to see artifacts from Mesopotamia

http://oi.uchicago.edu/OI/MUS/HIGH/OI_Museum_Mesopotamia.html
Visit Jay D’Ambrosio’s CyberMuseum to get info and see artifacts

http://members.tripod.com/jaydambrosio/mesopotamia.html
Visit the Near Eastern Art Gallery to see Mesopotamian Art

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Academy/7357/mesoart1.htm?200510
Visit the University of Pennsylvania and click on itinerary to see artifacts from the Royal Tomb of UR
http://www.museum.upenn.edu/new/exhibits/galleries/stuff/royaltombsoverview.html
CHART:  The Sumerians in Mesopotamia

Directions:  Please complete this outline of information as best you can.  You may not find enough information to fill in each category nor may you find enough information to give three examples per category.  Don't worry!  Work as a group and do your best! 

I.  Culture of the Sumerians 
    A.  Religion/Belief System/Holidays: 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    B.  Government Structure/Military 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    C.  Laws 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    D.  Customs/Traditions/Styles 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    E.  Language 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    F.  Education System 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    G.  Literature 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    H.  Kinship/Family Structure 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    I.  Entertainment/Games/Sports 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

II.  Economy of the Sumerians 
    A.  Gathering of naturally occurring products 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    B.  Fishing 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    C.  Herding/Ranching products 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    D.  Farming products 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    E.  Trading 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    F.  Raiding of other peoples 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    G.  Mining 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    H.  Manufacturing 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    I.  Services Industry (stores, restaurants) 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

III.   Technology of the Sumerians 
    A.  Tools 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    B.  Weapons 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    C.  Skills/Processes 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    D.  Transportation 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    E.  Communication 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

IV.  Environment of the Sumerians 
    A.  Landforms 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    B.  Water Bodies 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    C.  Flora 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    D.  Fauna 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    E.  Climate 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

    F.  Natural Resources 
        1. 
        2. 
        3. 

Web Site Evaluation Form:

 

Web Site Evaluation Form
ADAPTED FROM A FORM DEVELOPED BY TAMMY PAYTON TPAYTON@DMRTC.NET
 

NAME OF STUDENT:  _____________________
DATE: ________________
  

NAME OF WEB SITE: ______________________________ 

URL: __________________________________________ 
  

Please score using 1 -5 with 1 = poor and 5 = Exceptional 
  

Design: 


Can move from page to page easily                            1     2     3     4     5  

Good use of graphics and color                                     1     2     3     4     5  
  

Content: 


Additional resource links are included                         1     2     3     4     5  

Information is useful                                                    1     2     3     4     5  

Rich content and will likely be revisited                       1     2     3     4     5  

How this web site compared to other  
sites on my individual role page                                   1     2     3     4     5  
  

Technical Elements: 


All links worked                                                            1     2     3     4     5  

Can see meaningful information within 
30 seconds                                                                     1     2     3     4     5  

Credibility: 


Contact person is stated with their 
e-mail address                                                              1     2     3     4     5  

States the name of the host school 
or institution                                                                  1     2     3     4     5  

Shows when this page was last updated                      1     2     3     4     5  

Links are active and current                                         1     2     3     4     5  

 
TOTAL POINTS: _____ /60 
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Group Rubric [image: image2.png]



 

	 
	Exemplary 4
	Accomplished 3
	Developing 2
	Beginning 1
	Score

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Task Completion
	All tasks were completed according to the timeline
	Most tasks were completed according to the timeline
	Some tasks were completed according to the timeline
	Few tasks were completed according to the timeline
	     1     2     3     4 

	Time on task
	Students used class time extremely effectively
	Students used class time  effectively
	Students did not use class time  effectively
	Students used class time poorly
	     1     2     3     4

	Cooperative
	Students exhibited outstanding behavior in their dealings with teachers and peers
	Students exhibited satisfactory behavior in their dealings with teachers and peers
	Students exhibited poor behavior in their dealings with either the teachers or their peers
	Students exhibited poor behavior in their dealings with teachers and peers
	     1     2     3     4

	Group Report-  
Content
	Contains information that is organized and uses details and examples from the research to clearly answer the questions
	Contains information that is organized and clearly answer the questions in some detail.
	Contains information that addresses the questions but may not be clearly written or organized
	Contains little information that  answers the questions
	     1     2     3     4

	Group Report- Mechanics
	Little or no grammatical or spelling mistakes; 
Written entirely in the authors' own words.
	Few grammatical or spelling mistakes; 
Written entirely in the authors' own words.
	Several grammatical or spelling mistakes; 
Written mostly in the authors' own words.
	Many grammatical or spelling mistakes; 
Copied the words from another author
	     1     2     3     4

	Presentation
	Presentation was visually effective and held the attention of the audience; 
Presenters put the map, chart and artifacts to good use
	Presentation was complete and conveyed the necessary information; 
Presenters used the map, chart and artifacts
	Presentation was somewhat effective; 
Presenters did not use either map and/or chart and/or artifacts
	Presentation was disorganizes and ineffective
	     1     2     3     4

	GRADE
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
____ / 24   = 

____ % /2 = 

____ /50 
 


[image: image3.png]


Individual Rubrics [image: image4.png]



 

	 
	Exemplary 4
	Accomplished 3
	Developing 2
	Beginning 1
	Score

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Historian-  
Chart
	Chart is very complete with at least two entries in all categories; 
Chart shows student considered questions posed in role description
	Chart is complete with entries in all categories
	Chart is mostly complete but has information missing from more than one category
	Chart is very incomplete
	     1     2     3     4

	Computer Use
	Excellent
	Very good
	Fair
	Poor
	
     1     2     3     4

	Historian-  
Web Site review
	Excellent
	Very good
	Fair
	Poor
	     1     2     3     4

	GRADE
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
____ / 12  = 

____ % /2 = 

____ /50 
 



  
  
  

	 
	Exemplary 4
	Accomplished 3
	Developing 2
	Beginning 1
	Score

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Museum Curator-  
Artifacts
	Artifacts are complete and very creative and student strives for historical accuracy in both method and materials; 
Artifacts show student considered questions posed in role description; 
Plaques are accurate and well written 
	Artifacts are complete and accurately reflect actual objects; 
Plaques are accurate and well written 
	Artifacts are mostly complete one being entirely complete; 
Plaques are not accurate and/or well written 
	Both artifacts are incomplete or show a complete disregard for accuracy; 
Plaques may be missing
	     1     2     3     4

	Computer Use
	Excellent
	Very good
	Fair
	Poor
	
     1     2     3     4

	Museum Curator-  
Web Site review
	Excellent
	Very good
	Fair
	Poor
	     1     2     3     4

	GRADE
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
____ / 12  = 

____ % /2 = 

____ /50 
 



  
  
  

	 
	Exemplary 4
	Accomplished 3
	Developing 2
	Beginning 1
	Score

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Cartographer-  
Map
	Map is very complete having all elements; 
Map is a physical map with at least two additional pieces of information on it; 
Chart shows student considered questions posed in role description
	Map is very complete having all elements; 
Map is a physical map with at least one additional piece of information on it;
	Map is incomplete but may have all elements; 
Map is a physical map
	Map is very incomplete
	     1     2     3     4

	Computer Use
	Excellent
	Very good
	Fair
	Poor
	
     1     2     3     4

	Historian-  
Web Site review
	Excellent
	Very good
	Fair
	Poor
	     1     2     3     4

	GRADE
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
____ / 12  = 

____ % /2 = 

____ /50 
 



  
  
  
  

	 
	EXPLORING MESOPOTAMIA GRADE
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Group Grade = _____ /50
	Individual Grade = _____/50
	Total Grade = ______/100 x2 = _____/200


GRADING RUBRIC FOR POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS 
NAME:_____________________________ 

KNOWLEDGE: 4 3 2 1 0 Shows an understanding of the material Able to answer questions 

PARTICIPATION: 4 3 2 1 0 Does their “fair share” in presenting the material Participates in each part of the presentation 

LENGTH: 4 3 2 1 0 Long enough to adequately cover assigned material 

CONTENT: 4 3 2 1 0 Topic covered thoroughly enough information given to understand topic,  Did not exclude any important information or include any unnecessary information 

DESIGN: 4 3 2 1 0 Very creative Easy to see and follow did not include any unnecessary graphics 

HANDS-ON ACTIVITY: 4 3 2 1 0 Included class in the learning process Did more than lecture to the class 

TOTAL ________ 

23-24 A 

21-22 B 

18-20 C 

16-17 D 

0-15 F


