	

Lesson Plan Template




	
4th Grade

Standard: 

Skills and Methods

Benchmark A: 

Obtain information from a variety of primary and secondary sources using the component parts of the source.

Indicator 1:

Obtain information about state issues from a variety of print and electronic sources, and determine the relevance of information to a research topic: 

a. Atlases;

b. Encyclopedias;

c. Multimedia/Electronic sources.

English/Language Arts

4th Grade

Standard:

Research

Benchmark A:

Identify a topic of study, construct questions and determine appropriate sources for gathering information.

Benchmark B:

Select and summarize important information and sort key findings into categories about a topic.

Benchmark C: 

Create a list of sources used for oral, visual, written or multimedia reports.

Benchmark D:

Communicate findings orally, visually and in writing or through multimedia.

Indicators:

1. Identify a topic and questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information.

2. Locate sources and collect relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources, and Internet-based resources).

3. Identify important information found in the sources and summarize important findings.

4. Create categories to sort and organize relevant information charts, tables or graphic organizers.

5. Discuss the meaning of plagiarism and create a list of sources.

6. Use a variety of communication techniques, including oral, visual, written or multimedia reports, to present information gathered.


	Unit Summary:

 Looking at the city of Washington D.C., students will learn how a city is planned, developed, and evolves over decades. Students will be able to locate specific buildings, institutions, and monuments that have been placed in the city to enhance the life of its citizens. They will be able to tell where the site was placed within the city structure and the significance of the site to the city and the American public. 

Previous Lessons:
The class has spent the past week reading about the how Washington D.C. was picked to be the nation’s capital. They have read several books and articles about Pierre Charles L’Enfant, the designer, Andrew Ellicott, the surveyor, and Benjamin Banneker, the drawer of the planning map. They have charted the reasons why this land was picked and the reasons that the city is laid out the way it is. 

Lesson 1  Summary:

 Students will pick a site that is located in Washington D.C. and research it. They will formulate research questions, a bibliography, and picture citations that would be appropriate for their site. They will be instructed on how to take notes for their questions. Plagiarism will be discussed and why it is important to research reports. 

Estimated Duration:
The introduction to the research paper and the creation of questions about their site will take two lesson periods.

Commentary:

Students will have discussed types of buildings that most cities have within their boundaries. Examples would be: personal housing, office buildings, government buildings, parks, museums, and monuments. They will also have learned how to use the atlas, almanac, and encyclopedia before this unit of study.


Pre-Assessment:
The teacher will present the idea of researching specific sites in a city. She will ask the class how they would begin a research study. Student ideas on where to locate information, what to put in a report, how to formulate a concise paper, how to present the information, and cite reference usage will be listed on the board.

Scoring Guidelines:
The students, teacher, and media specialist will discuss the list and compare the student’s ideas to a research paper rubric.

Post-Assessment:
The students will select a Washington D.C. site from a teacher-generated list of sites. The class will formulate 6 questions that need to be researched for each site. They will create note cards for each question. Note cards will also be created for the bibliography and for picture citations.

Scoring Guidelines:
Students will be able to generate note-taking cards for 6 different research questions on their topic. They will create note-taking cards for bibliography information and picture citations. The cards will be worth 5 points on their final research paper rubric. 

Instructional Procedures:

The teacher will show the students a large map of Washington D.C. that has been placed on the wall. This map has only the streets of Washington D.C. drawn on it. The teacher asks the students to help her place important sites on the map that are located in or close to Washington D.C.  A picture of the site and information about each site will be placed on the map. The students create a list of questions for researching the sites. The questions will be filled in on the research rubric created by the teacher and the media specialist. 

 The teacher and media specialist will show the students how to make note cards that will help them to gather information on each of the questions on their topics. Discussion will also include how finding information in a source must be summarized, not copied word for word (plagiarism). Note cards will be made for bibliography information and picture citations in preparation for the next lesson.

Differentiated Instructional Support

Criteria will be adjusted for students with IEP goals. Students who cannot show performance on all areas will be shown the proper techniques again and given help in completing their note cards.

Extension

Students will make a list of reference books that they have been introduced to in the fourth grade that may help them in locating answers to their 6 questions. 


Homework Options and Home Connections
Students will review their question cards and bibliography formats at home.

Interdisciplinary Connections
Social Studies connection to where cities are located in Ohio and common characteristics between Washington D.C. and Columbus, Ohio. 


Materials and Resources: 

For Teachers – Map of Washington D.C. streets, Washington

                         D.C. sites, dry erase board and markers

For Students – index cards

Key Vocabulary
monument, museum, research, plagiarism, bibliography, picture citation, thesis statement, concluding paragraph

Technology Connections
Note cards, bibliography, and picture citations could be created by the students on the computer and saved on the student server. The teacher at any point in the process could then view research information.

General Tips
Modifications will be made as the project proceeds.

Attachments
Student Research Packet


	
	


