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3rd Grade
Ohio Standards Connections:

· Life Sciences (2.) Relate animal structures to their specific survival functions (e.g., obtaining food, escaping or hiding from enemies).

· Life Sciences (3.) Classify animals according to their characteristics (e.g., body coverings and body structure).


	Lesson Summary:
Students will be able to create a power point presentation (or electronic zoo book) that will include the animal name, family, habitat, food, adaptations, birth, body covering, how it breathes and miscellaneous “fun facts”.   I will know that the students have mastered this task by assessing their electronic zoo book presentation for the above mentioned facts.


Estimated Duration:

This lesson should be taught immediately after the media specialist has completed her research skills lesson.  Students will already have completed a graphic organizer and found all facts about their animal.  To complete this electronic zoo book, each student will need approximately 2 hours in the computer lab.

Commentary:

This lesson can be easily adapted to teach the Life Sciences indicators (2.) and (3.) for fourth grade on plants.  After all students have finished their electronic zoo books, you might want to print information about each animal to create an entire book for each student.

Pre-Assessment:
After students have been assigned an animal, they will be given time to write about the animal family in which it is a member.  Ask students to tell which animal family it belongs and list the characteristics that this family shares.  For example, if the animal is a mammal, the students should list that they have fur, breathe with lungs, give birth to live babies and take care of them.  The teacher will use this as an informal pre-assessment of their understanding on animal families.  (Note: there is space for this pre-assessment on the graphic organizer in the attachments section.)  Allow students time to record this information in a paragraph form to be turned in to the teacher. 

            Scoring Guidelines:

The teacher will informally assess the paragraphs written about the animal characteristics by each student before beginning the computer project.  Any student lacking mastery will need to be considered for reteaching of the animal family content area.  By this point, students should know the basic characteristics for each animal family, which includes: birth, breathing, covering, land or water dwellers and cold or warm-blooded.

Post-Assessment:
The final project, or electronic zoo book, will be the final assessment for this lesson.  

Scoring Guidelines:
A student who shows mastery of this project would have an electronic zoo book page that includes the a title page (with a picture of the animal, the animal name and the students name), and a slide that describes the animal family in detail.  The student must also complete two more slides including information on two of the following topics: habitat, food, adaptations, body covering and how it breathes.   A scoring rubric for this project is included in the attachments section.

Instructional Procedures:
1. Students should have already chosen an animal from the www.searchasaurus.com website.  If they have not yet done this, this website is kid friendly and can be accessed through the infOhio.org site.  They should also be familiar with researching skills, and collected research information from different sources on their animals with the media specialist in lesson one of this unit.

2. The students should have information collected on the graphic organizer and be ready to type it into Microsoft Office Power Point.  The graphic organizer is included in the attachment section of this lesson.

3. Briefly instruct students how to start a power point presentation and how to save it on our school files.  Each student should start with four blank slides that they can easily add a title and paragraph for each of the topics.  Give a brief tutorial on the projector about how to select the text boxes and type.  Also, students should be instructed on how to add a picture off the internet (right click “save”, right click “paste”).    They should move freely between slides and save work often.

4. Each student will provide a title slide for their electronic zoo book which will include: animal name, their name, animal picture and a fun fact.

5. The second slide will have a title with the name of the animal family and list 4-5 traits of this family.

6. Students will finish the last two slides by writing a title and paragraph with 4-5 details.  They may choose any of the remaining topics to complete these two slides. 

7. When students have typed all research information, making sure that four slides are complete, it is time to start adding some text features.  Allow students to change font size and lettering.  Also encourage students to make bold face letters to draw attention to the categories: animal family, habitat, food, adaptations, body covering and fun facts.  They may choose slide show features, change sounds, background, add more pictures or more slides if time permits.  

8. Print a copy of each student’s electronic zoo page for each student in the class if possible.  Make sure to laminate and bind as a book if possible.

Differentiated Instructional Support
This lesson is intended to be a review of the animal indicators for third graders.  Therefore, all students should be able to create a product that meets the expectations indicated in the rubric.  Those students who excel at this project and have mastered the indicators can complete any of the following extension activities mentioned below.  They could also choose to research another animal of their choice and create an additional electronic zoo book page.

Extension
· Have a slide show presentation when all students have completed their electronic zoo books.  Compile a copy of each of the student’s zoo books and distribute to each student.  Allow them to look at the picture of each animal and read the facts at the bottom of the page.  Students can practice classifying the animals according to color, size, body covering, food, habitat, etc.  Most importantly, have them classify the animals according to animal family. 

· Take a trip to the zoo and encourage students to make observations about the animals and their habitats.  Make a list of animals that have traits in common and classify animals according to these traits. 

· Allow students to create an animal fair and create a habitat for their animal by making or collecting materials that would be found where their animal lives.  Showcase their work in a central location for other students and adults to enjoy.

· Make a class slideshow including the different classifications of the animals.

Homework Options and Home Connections

No homework will be given with assignment.  

Interdisciplinary Connections
In order to strengthen student comprehension and provide background knowledge for this lesson, discuss animals in all content areas.  There are several animal stories available in fiction and non-fiction picture books and leveled readers.  Expose students to many different types of animals and classify the animals according to their features and traits.  In Social Studies, you can connect the ideas of habitats and animal families to their community studies.  Talk about how our basic needs are met in our community, as well as an animals needs.  Discuss how the behaviors of humans can impact the habitat of animals and how this may in return impact our community.  In order to connect our research to Math, we can first classify the animals and then graph our class data.  Ask the art teacher, gym teacher and music teacher to also focus on animal features, families and communities.  

Materials and Resources:
For teachers
· Copy of graphic organizer and rubric for each student.

· Computer with internet access and power point software readily available.

· Projector screen.

· Color printer, laminator and spiral binder.

For students
· Several different resources to collect research information about their animal, including internet, encyclopedias, books, etc.

· Copy of graphic organizer.

· Personal computer use.


Key Vocabulary
Research, habitat, adaptations, body coverings, shelter, herbivore, omnivore, carnivore

Technology Connections
This entire lesson should be created on Microsoft Office Power Point or comparable software.

Research Connections
Writing is important across content areas, not just in the English language arts classroom. Integrating writing and reading into the content areas can lead to higher-level student thinking (Konopak, Martin, & Martin, 1992; Simpson, Hayes, Stahl, Conner, & Weaver, 1988).

"Here's a chance for individual students to choose topics that really interest them and begin to make a piece of intellectual territory their own. Students can be active learners...gathering material and attempting to explain it to someone else."--Zemelman and Daniels, 1988, p. 257

Our society places high reading demands on its population. Researchers estimate that over 90 percent of occupations require reading and writing on the job (Diehl & Mikulecky, 1980; Mikulecky, 1982). The majority of reading that adults do is nonfiction (Venezky, 1982). Therefore, academic achievement requires informational reading.

General Tips

Make sure to choose sites that have information in the appropriate reading levels. 

It would be helpful to make a homepage with easy to access links to animal information websites.

When teaching the power point lesson, show them one slide at a time and give an example that fills the requirements for that page.  Tell them what to have on the title slide and let them do it.  When most students have completed this task, move on to the second slide on animal family.  Finally, allow students to choose topics for the final two slides and continue at their own pace.  

Attachments
Rubric
Graphic organizer


	
	



