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Online Learning Module 

Learning Target:

Meets AASL Standards for the 21st Century Learner

1 - Learners use skills, resources and tools to inquire, think critically and gain knowledge.

1.2.5 Demonstrate adaptability by changing the inquiry, focus, questions, resources, or strategies when necessary to achieve success.

In Search of Search Success
Smart Tools for Your Internet Search Toolbox!
Name: _______________________________________

Directions:

You are about to begin your Independent Study research project for this school year.  We have brainstormed topics in class and you have chosen a topic you think you would like to spend the next eight weeks learning and writing about.  

Quality information, written in words you can understand, from reliable sources will be a must!  Follow the steps in the table below to locate websites that will be helpful in your search for knowledge about your topic.  When a link in the table is shown in blue, double click on it to open the website. Wherever you see lines highlighted in green, that’s your signal to type in a response.  Browse the websites that come up through the different search strategies.  If you find a website that looks like it might be helpful in your research copy and paste the url in the Blue Success Box.  Be sure to save this document in your Independent Study folder.
	My topic choice is: 

________________________


	

	Analyze your topic: 
	Type in your ideas in this column:

________________________

________________________

________________________

	Do a search using the keywords you have chosen for your topic in your favorite search engine such as Google, Yahoo or Bing.   
How many results did you get ?______________


	1.  What are the unique, distinct words or phrases?
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	2. Are there any words you want to exclude from your search results? 
	Type the words you don’t want included here:

________________________

________________________

________________________

	Use a tool that will allow you to use the Boolean search strategy –[no space] or AND NOT.  Try the Boolify site for help getting started with this: 

http://www.boolify.org/
How many results do you get when you use your topic key word but tell the search to eliminate certain words? _____________


	ADAPT Your Search
Change your Inquiry 

	 3.  Brainstorm other words that might be connected to your topic.


	Type your ideas in this column.  

________________________

________________________

________________________

	Use a tool that will allow you to use the Boolean search strategy AND to connect the main topic keyword and a related word.  Try the Boolify site again for help with this:

http://www.boolify.org/
How many results did you get ?______________


	4.  Are there any synonyms for your topic?     
	Type your ideas in this column.  

________________________

________________________

________________________

	Use Boolify again to use the Boolean search strategy OR with one of your synonyms and your main topic keyword  :

http://www.boolify.org/
How many results did you get ?______________


	Change your Focus


	 5.  Is there a Bigger category to think of?  What is your topic “about?”
	Type your ideas in this column.  

________________________

________________________

________________________

	Try a search using one of these bigger category words in a subject directory such as the Open Directory Project:

http://www.dmoz.org/
How many results did you get ?______________

	  6. Narrow down your search
	Type your ideas in this column.  

________________________

________________________

________________________

	Try a search with a narrower word using a subject directory such as ipl2: http://www.ipl.org/ or find directories by adding the words web directories to your subject search word in Google or Yahoo or Bing.

How many results did you get ?______________


	Ask some more Questions

	 7.  Is your topic connected to an organization?
	Type any that you can think of in this column.  

________________________

________________________

________________________

	Limit your search by finding sites that have the name of that organization in the title.  Use title: [no space] before your title.  Example title:NASA

Were you successful? __________ 



	  8.  Are there any other phrases connected to your topic?
	Type any that you can think of in this column.  

________________________

________________________

________________________

	Add them to your search term but make sure to enclose the phrase words in quotation marks! 
How many results did you get ?______________


	Try some other Strategies

	10.  Search smarter by eliminating .com websites from your results
	
	Limit your search by using site:edu or site:org or site:gov 

Which limiter did you use?  __________
How many results did you get ?______________


	11.  Let the search engine work for you by organizing your search results into categories.
	
	Try a search engine that clusters results such as Yippy(formerly known as Clusty): http://clusty.com/
Which cluster topics looked like they would be the most helpful for your topic?

________________________

________________________

________________________



	Success Box

	Paste the url’s of websites that look promising here:




On your own activities:

1.  Spezify your topic:

http://www.spezify.com/
Describe your results: __________________________________________________________________
Now, limit those results by typing the limiter site:ed into the search bar.  How did the results change?  __________________________________________________________________
Use Boolean search strategy AND with one other key word. How did the results change?  __________________________________________________________________
How might Spezify be useful in your research?  __________________________________________________________________
2.  Not sure of what to choose for your topic?  Try an online Encyclopedia such as those found through the resourced offered through Infohio:

http://www.infohio.org/
Have a general idea, but need more help?  Did you know there are themed encyclopedias such as?:

The Encyclopedia Mythica – an excellent mythology resource:

http://www.pantheon.org/
or

The CIA Factbook – an encyclopedia of facts of all of the countries in the world!

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
Show What You Know:
Imagine you have decided that your topic for this year’s Independent Study will be the Space Shuttle.

1.  What other important words would you add to your search? __________________________________________________________________
How would you do this in the search box?

__________________________________________________________________
2.  Which words would you be sure to eliminate which words from the search results?  

__________________________________________________________________
How would you do this in the search box? __________________________________________________________________
3.  What synonyms can you think of for the Space Shuttle?

__________________________________________________________________
How would you put these in the search box?

__________________________________________________________________
4.  What word would be a good choice for a bigger category when looking for information about the Space Shuttle?

__________________________________________________________________
5.  What word would be a good choice for a narrower topic to search related to the Space Shuttle?

__________________________________________________________________
6.  Are there any organizations that connect to the Space Shuttle?

__________________________________________________________________
What would you type in the search box along with the words Space Shuttle to find web pages that are connected to this organization?

__________________________________________________________________
7.  Think of one phrase that might be helpful in your search for information about the Space Shuttle.  Write it below.

__________________________________________________________________
What would this phrase need to make sure the search results contain the exact words of the phrase?

__________________________________________________________________
8.  Which of these site limiters might be the most helpful to get quality resources about the Space Shuttle? 

(Highlight the ones you choose in green.
site:edu

site:org 

site:gov

9.  Go to the website http://clusty.com/ and type in the words “Space Shuttle” Don’t forget to put this phrase in quotes!
 Which cluster would you choose first from these choices? 

__________________________________________________________________
Why?

__________________________________________________________________
