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Online Learning Module


This module is designed to help students in grades 6-8 evaluate websites for accuracy, currency, objectivity and authority.  This assignment meets the benchmark standard from the Ohio Library Standards for grades 6-8 in the area of information literacy.



Benchmark D: Evaluate the accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, coverage and relevance of information and data sources.

The first two student activities are reading about how to evaluate a website and why.  They information is easy to understand and is delivered in tables and short bulleted points that the students can refer back to if they need to.
The third activity is a website about Velcro crops that is completely fake.  The students are asked about the accuracy, authority and, when it was last updated.  Hopefully they will find out the website is completely inaccurate!

The fourth activity is to view two short YouTube videos that were created by CSUF Library and St. Katherine’s.  They are short videos but they explain about accuracy, currency, objectivity, and authority.
Student Online Activities:
1. Check out the following website for some important information about why we should evaluate websites.  Hint:  you will need to know some of this to answer the assessment questions at the end!

http://www.webliminal.com/search/search-web12.html
2. Another great website to check out for good information on how to evaluate a website is:

http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/webcrit.html
3.  Go to http://home.inreach.com/kumbach/velcro.html  


Answer the following questions.

a.  Who is responsible for the website? Describe some of the information that is available about this person.

b. When was the site last updated?  Is it recent?

c. Do you think this site has accurate information?  Why or why not?
d. Go to:  http://www.thedogisland.com/
e.  Does this website look professional?

f. What is the copyright date?

g. Does the information seem accurate?

h. Check out the disclaimer link at the bottom….what do you think now?

4.   View these two short YouTube videos on evaluating websites.  The first one is a bit goofy, but really gives you the information you need!  

Evaluating Web Sources with the Library Fairy

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRIW1EhUDSk&feature=related
Evaluating Websites

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBe4WKcQzVI
5.  Think you get it?  Well you have to try your hand at evaluating then!  Check out the assessment and answer the questions to evaluate the website on teen health.

Assessment:
Name:___________________________________________

Find the answers to the following questions by checking out this website:

http://kidshealth.org/teen/
Authority:

1.  Who is responsible for this site?

2.  What type of organization is this?

Currency:

3.  Pick an article of your choice.  After reading it, what is the date at the end that it was last reviewed?

4.  What is the copyright date of the website?

Accuracy:

5.  Go to the “About Us” section at the bottom.  Click on the link for ‘pediatricians and other medical experts.’  Give the qualifications of one of the editors.

6.  Does the content appear to be accurate?  Does it contain any typographical or grammatical errors?

Objectivity:

7.  What is the purpose of the website?

8.  Is there anything you see that would suggest the editors are trying to sway you to think a certain way or believe in something?  Provide an example or two if you say yes to this question.

Overall:

9.  What does the “.org” mean in the web address?

10.  Would this be a good site to use for personal health questions?  For a school report?  Explain why or why not.
Extension Activities:

1.  Choose a website that you have used in the past for information or a school project and evaluate it.   

2.  Make your own checklist for evaluating websites.  Make it somewhat generic so that it could be used on any website.  Test it out on a website of your choice.
3.  You saw those YouTube videos.  Think you can do better?  Get in a group of 3-4 students and come up with a fun way to teach how to evaluate websites to a younger group of students.  Come up with a script and an idea and we will record them!

