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Fine Arts

Visual Art Grade 8
Standard 1:  Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts

Benchmark A: Compare and contrast the distinctive characteristics of art forms from various cultural, historical and social contexts.

1. Explain how social, cultural and political factors affect what artists, architects or designers create.

Benchmark C:  Demonstrate knowledge of historical influences on contemporary works of art and make predictions about influences on the future of visual art.

4. Identify examples of visual culture (e.g. advertising, political cartoons, product design and theme parks) and discuss how visual art is used to shape people’s tastes, choices, values, lifestyles, buying habits and opinions.

Standard 3:  Analyzing and Responding

Benchmark A:  Apply the strategies of art criticism to describe, analyze and interpret selected works of art.

1. Observe a selected work of art and explain how the artist’s choice of media relates to the ideas and images in his work.

Benchmark B:  Present and support an individual interpretation of a work of art.

3. Explain how personal experience influences their opinions of artworks.

Standard 4:  Connections, Relationships and Applications

Benchmark C:  Use key concepts, issues and themes to connect visual art to various content areas.

3. Collaborate (e.g., with peers or community artists) to create a thematic work that incorporates visual art.

Benchmark D:  Use words and images to explain the role of visual art in the community and cultural traditions and events.

4. Identify how aspects of culture influence ritual and social artwork

Academic Content Standards

Language Arts Grade 8
Reading Applications:  Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text.

5. Assess the adequacy, accuracy and appropriateness of an author’s details, identifying persuasive techniques (e.g., bandwagon, testimonial and emotional work repetition) and examples of bias and stereotyping.

6. Identify the author’s purpose and intended audience for the text.
Research

1. Compose open-ended questions for research, assigned or personal interest, and modify questions as necessary during inquiry and investigation.

2. Identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

3. Explain the usefulness and accuaracy of the sources by determining their validity (e.g., authority, accuracy, objectivity, publication date and coverage) and define primary and secondary sources.

4. Select an appropriate structure for organizing information in a systematic way (e.g., notes, outlines, charts, tables and graphic organizers).

5. Compile and organize the important information and select appropriate sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.

6. Integrate quotations and citations into written text to maintain a flow of ideas.

7. Use style guides to produce oral and written reports that give proper credit for sources and include an acceptable format for source acknowledgment.

8. Use a variety of communication techniques, including oral, visual, written or multimedia reports, to present information that supports a clear position about the topic or research question and to maintain an appropriate balance between researched information and original ideas.
Communication: Oral and Visual
2. Identify and analyze the persuasive techniques (e.g., bandwagon, testimonial, glittering generalities, emotional word repetition and bait and switch) used in presentation and media messages.

3. Determine the credibility of the speaker (e.g., hidden agendas, slanted or biased material) and recognize fallacies of reasoning used in presentations and media messages.

5. Demonstrate an understanding of the rules of the English language and select language appropriate to the purpose and audience.

6. Adjust volume, phrasing, enunciation, voice modulation and inflection to stress important ideas and impact audience response.

8. Deliver informational presentations (e.g., expository, research) that

a. demonstrate an understanding of the topic and present events or ideas in a logical sequnce;

b. support the controlling idea or thesis with well-chosen and relevant facts, details, examples, quotations, statistics, stories and anecdotes;

c. include an effective introduction and conclusion and use a consistent organizational structure (e.g., cause-effect, compare-contrast, problem-solution);

d. use appropriate visual materials (e.g., diagrams, charts, illustrations) and available technology; and

e. draw from multiple sources, including both primary and secondary sources, and identify sources used.
Library Guidelines

Grade 8
Library Management:  Effective school library media programs support the mission and continuous improvement plan of the school district.

Benchmark C:  Utilize a research-based process, in collaboration with teachers, to integrate the library program with academic content standards and the district curriculum.

1. Provide library skills instruction which is integrated across the curriculum in the following areas:  information literacy; technology literacy; media literacy.

2. Collaborate with teachers to integrate library services and resources throughout the curriculum.

3. Collaborate with teachers to assess student learning.
Collection Development and Curriculum:  Effective school library media programs support and enhance the curriculum and are an integral part of teaching and learning.

Benchmark D:  Provide leadership and assistance to faculty in the area of instructional design, collection evaluation, library-based technologies, and acquisition and utilization of curriculum-based school library resources.

3. Collaborate with teachers to design instruction that incorporates library resources and educational technology into teaching and learning.

Library-based Technology:  Effective school library media programs provide, integrate and utilize a technology rich environment to support teaching and learning.

Benchmark B:  Provide networked computers for staff and student use.

Benchmark C:  Demonstrate effective usage of library-based technologies, including the Internet and other electronic resources for teaching and learning.

Benchmark F:  Practice and communicate ethical and responsible use of library-based technologies.

Information Literacy:  Effective school library media programs provide information literacy skills instruction.

Benchmark B:  Identify information needs, select school library media books and materials in a variety of formats, and demonstrate responsible use and ethical behavior when using library media materials.

1. Select appropriate library materials based on information, format and communication need.

6. Understand plagiarism and its ramifications.

7. Discuss intellectual property, copyright and fair use.
Benchmark D:  Evaluate the accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, coverage and relevance of information and data sources.

2. Demonstrate how to determine copyright issues when creating new products:

a. Ask permission to use articles, quotations and graphics;

b. Credit information to be included in the product.
Benchmark E:  Conduct research and follow a research process model which includes the following:  developing essential question; identifying resources; selecting, using and analyzing information; synthesizing and generating a product; and evaluate both process and product.

1. Formulate an essential question to guide the research process.

2. Identify and evaluate relevant information and select pertinent information   found in each source.

3. Expand search strategies by using Boolean logic.

6. Analyze information, finding connections that lead to a final information product.

7. Demonstrate how to determine copyright issues when creating new products (e.g., permissions to use articles and graphics, credit information to be included.)

8. Use a teacher- or district-designated citation-style manual to credit sources used in work (e.g., MLA, APA)

10Take notes, organize information into logical sequence and create a draft product (e.g., report, research paper, presentation).

12. Revise and edit the information product.

13. Communicate, publish and disseminate findings to multiple audiences in a variety of formats (e.g., report, speech, presentation, web site).

14. Evaluate the final product for its adherence to project requirements.
Technology Literacy:  Effective school library media programs provide technology literacy skills instruction in the use of library-based technologies.

Benchmark B:  Develop search strategies, retrieve information in a variety of formats and evaluate the quality and appropriate use of Internet resources.

2.  Incorporate Boolean operators in the search process for curricular needs.

Media Literacy:  Effective school library media programs support the learning of media literacy skills in collaboration with classroom teachers, technology integration specialists and technology coordinators.

Benchmark A:  Comprehend that media communications deliver information and messages to a specific audience for a specific purpose, and analyze the intended impact of media communications and messages when delivered and received by a specific audience.

1. Assess the accuracy, relevancy and credibility of information presented in various print and nonprint media communications directed toward specific listeners, viewers and one’s self.

2. Assess the degree of impact information communicated and received has in informing, influencing or altering personal perception and viewpoint and other listeners and viewers.

Academic Content Standards

Technology Grade 8

Standard 2: Technology and Society Interaction 

Benchmark D: Articulate intellectual property issues related to technology and demonstrate appropriate, ethical and legal use of technology.

Standard 3:  Technology for Productivity Applications

Benchmark C:  Use productivity tools to produce creative works, to prepare publications and to construct technology-enhanced models

1. Use content-specific tools, software and simulations to support learning and research societal and educational problems.

Standard 4:  Technology and Communication Applications
Benchmark A:  Communicate information technologically and incorporate principles of design into the creation of messages and communication products.
1. Determine audience characteristics that impact the content of the message.

Benchmark B:  Develop, publish and present information in a format that is appropriate for content and audience

1. Construct and publish information in printed and electronic form.

2. Select appropriate file documents based on communication need.

3. Evaluate information product based on content and audience.
Standard 5:  Technology and Information Literacy  (identical to Library Guidelines)


	Lesson Summary:
Following a class discussion of World War II propaganda posters, students will use the Internet to locate and evaluate such posters.  They will then compile their findings and opinions of four posters into a PowerPoint presentation to use as a visual aid in an oral report on propaganda posters in use during World War II.


Estimated Duration:
This lesson will take approximately five class days – one for instruction, two for PowerPoint instruction and presentation creating and two for Class Presentation

Commentary: Since this lesson doesn’t appear on our Curriculum Map until spring, we piloted this lesson with an Honors class and the timing worked fine.  However, students with less understanding of PowerPoint and/or oral presentations may require a few extra days to work on their projects.  The students enjoyed the lesson a great deal and we are looking forward to teaching it with the rest of the classes this Spring.

Pre-Assessment:
This is the second activity in the propaganda unit, so by now the students have already been introduced to several propaganda terms, including bandwagon, testimonials, loaded words, glittering generalities, etc.  The lesson will begin with an oral review of those concepts to confirm that the students understand the concept of propaganda.  There will also be a brief discussion of World War II, to ensure students understand the basics of the war (countries involved, Holocaust, Hitler, etc.).  Our students have already read The Diary of Anne Frank in reading class, where World War II was discussed in detail.  Discussion and review should be long enough to confirm that the class has a basic understanding of the meaning of propaganda and the time period of World War II.

Informal assessment will be ongoing, as the Reading teacher and Library Media Specialist circulate and assist students during the development of their PowerPoint presentation.  Students will be informally questioned as the teachers circulate.

Post-Assessment:
Students will be evaluated on their PowerPoint presentation and oral descriptions of the posters and their significance.

Scoring Guidelines:
This project will be worth 100 points.  Students will be scored according to a checklist by the teacher and two students.  The scores will be averaged with the students’ scores counting once and the teacher’s scores twice.  Checklist attached.

Instructional Procedures:
The instructor will begin by reviewing the terms relating to propaganda from the previous lesson (e.g., propaganda, bandwagon, loaded words, testimonials) by asking students to describe them.  After it is clear the students have a working knowledge of propaganda, the teacher will ask leading questions intended to review and assess knowledge about World War II.  Questions might include:  how were people expected to support the war on the Home Front, what kind of information citizens had about the war, or why were most American citizens eager to support the war.  Discussion should lead to the fact that the United States used propaganda to convince Americans to do their part and support the war effort.

Using the Powers of Persuasion: Poster Art from World War II exhibit from the National Archives (http://www.archives.gov/), the instructor will show the students how the posters are categorized by the message they were intended to send (e.g., women working, join the effort, buy war bonds, don’t talk about the war).  The instructor will begin with Man the Guns and show how the words and images work together to give the impression that “a real man goes to war.”  (Note to instructors – if you don’t want a discussion on phallic symbols you might treat this one as a lecture and begin discussion with next set of pictures.  However, if your students can handle such a discussion, the symbolism is a valid point.)  Continue through the exhibit, showing several sets of posters and eliciting responses from the students about how words, artistic technique and other factors send a strong message about supporting the war.

After going through the National Archives exhibit, the instructor will share the assignment with the students.  (Assignment description handout in Attachments)  The students will be looking at many posters in use during World War II.  They will find four posters that fit a certain theme, similar to the ones used in the National Archives exhibit.  They will then create a PowerPoint presentation that describes their theme, shows the posters and explains how the posters communicate the message to the masses.  Students will also make a Works Cited page listing the web sites they used to find posters.  (Copyright note: nearly all the posters used are government documents and therefore in the public domain.)

Once the project is explained, students will begin looking for posters.  There is a list of good sites with posters listed in the Attachments.  Bookmarking the sites beforehand or listing them on a Links page of a web site will help keep the students focused on their task.  Students will look at posters, determine their theme, and begin saving images of their posters on their computers.

On the second or third day of the project, the instructor will need to give a mini-lesson on the use of PowerPoint, including how to create new slides, how to copy and paste images, and how to transition slides.  After the mini-lesson, students will begin creating their PowerPoint presentations as the teachers circulate and help as needed.

Once completed, the student will use their presentation as a visual aid as they orally describe each poster and explain how the poster communicates its message.  Students will be assessed according to the attached checklist.

Differentiated Instructional Support
With two teachers available during the project-building process, students needing additional assistance will have the opportunity for teachers to work with them individually.  Also, students who struggle could work in pairs to complete a joint project.  Advanced students could add posters to their project or research the artist of the posters to supply more information during their oral presentation.

Extension
Propaganda is being used in the war against Iraq.  Students can research to find out what types of items were dropped on Afghan and Iraqi citizens to encourage them to cooperate with the war, or to find other methods used by the United States or other countries to influence public opinion about the war.

Political cartoons are an outstanding source of propaganda.  Students should find and describe the intent behind current and/or historical political cartoons.

Homework Options and Home Connections
Students can look for propaganda in advertisements on television, radio or magazines.  They can also discuss with their families how the media tries to convince people to buy products or behave a certain way by using propaganda techniques.

Interdisciplinary Connections
As part of the unit, this lesson is already tied to Reading and Visual Art.  This activity could also be used in tenth grade social studies to emphasize what life was like on the Home Front during World War II, and in English class as a public speaking activity.

Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Computer with Internet access
Projector
Microsoft PowerPoint software
For students
Computer with Internet access
Microsoft PowerPoint software


Key Vocabulary
Propaganda
Home Front
Bandwagon
Testimonial
Emotional Words
Plain Folks
Glittering Generalities

Technology Connections
Students will be using the Internet to locate and examine images of World War II Posters.  They will also be using Microsoft PowerPoint software to create their visual presentation.  Students will not only learn how to use the software, they will also be instructed in how to effectively use PowerPoint as a visual aid during an oral presentation.

General Tips
Students’ familiarity with PowerPoint software is a major factor in how much time will be needed for the project.  Some of our students whipped out a presentation in a single period, while others took all the time we allotted as well as spending extra time in the media center during their free time.  The students were comfortable with the content; less so with the technology.

Attachments
Links to World War II Posters
Assignment Description for Students
Propaganda Scoring Checklist



	
	


