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Students engage in information literacy strategies, use the Internet, technology tools and resources, and apply information management skills to answer questions and expand knowledge.

Grade 8

Benchmark A: Evaluate the accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, coverage and relevance of information and data sources.

Indicators: 1. Understand the structure and organization of information sources including keywords, subject directory, subject search in a library catalog or search engine. 2. Demonstrate how to determine copyright issues when creating new products. 4. Evaluate the validity of information by comparing information from different sources for accuracy.

Benchmark B: Use technology to conduct research and follow a research process model which includes the following: developing essential questions; identifying resources; selecting, using and analyzing information; synthesizing and generating a product; and evaluate both process and product.

Indicators: 1. Formulate an essential question to guide the research process. 

2. Identify and evaluate relevant information and select pertinent information found in each source.

3. Analyze information, finding connections that lead to a final information product. 4. Demonstrate how to determine copyright issues when creating new products. 7. Revise and edit information product.

Benchmark C: Develop search strategies, retrieve information in a variety of formats and evaluate the quality and appropriate use of Internet resources.

Indicators: 2. Incorporate Boolean operators in the search process for curricular needs. 3. Compare information found in searches completed on different search engines and discuss differences in how search engines select, rank and display information: a. relevancy; b. popularity; c. paid placement.

Benchmark D: Select, access and use appropriate electronic resources for a defined information need.

Indicators: 1. Select research databases that align with identified information needs. 

2. Retrieve information in different types of subscription databases to support information for a curricular need.

3. Locate and use advanced search features and appropriate tools such as Boolean operators and a thesaurus in an online database.

Library Guideline

Information Literacy

Benchmark B: Identify information needs, select school library media books and materials in a variety of formats, and demonstrate responsible use and ethical behavior when using library media materials. Benchmark D: Evaluate the accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, coverage and relevance of information and data sources. Benchmark E: Conduct research and follow a research process model that includes the following: develop essential question; identify resources; select, use and analyze information; synthesize and generate a product; and evaluate both process and product.

Technology Literacy

Benchmark B: Develop search strategies, retrieve information in a variety of formats and evaluate the quality and appropriate use of Internet resources. Benchmark C: Select, access, and use appropriate electronic resources for a defined information need.

Social Studies

People in Societies

Benchmark B: Analyze examples of interactions between cultural groups and explain the factors that contribute to cooperation and conflict. Grade 8 Indicator 2: Describe and explain the social, economic and political effects of: a. Stereotyping and prejudice; b. Racism and discrimination; c. Institutionalized racism and discrimination.
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Lesson Summary:
To learn the research skills included in Technology Standard 5: Technology and Information Literacy, an eighth grade technology class will do research to answer the essential question, “What was different about life for Blacks in the American South before Civil Right legislation?”

Estimated Duration:
This should be completed in nine-42 minute class periods.

Commentary:

Pre-Assessment:
Before each day’s session the instructor will ask the students about their prior knowledge of the subject and terms that will be covered.

         Scoring Guidelines:
The instructor will assess the students’ prior knowledge of the topic by the student’s responses and adjust the lesson accordingly.

Post-Assessment:
The students will create a PowerPoint that demonstrates the information that they obtained from their research.

           Scoring Guidelines:
See attached rubric

Instructional Procedures:

Describe the instructional steps that will be taken to implement the lesson.

1. Presentation and discussion of intellectual property and copyright laws

2. Formulate essential questions using the KWL research model that was presented to the district teachers at an in-service

3. Choose key words to use for searching

4. Discuss how a search engine works and search techniques

5. Explore INFOhio databases

6. Web site evauation

7. Formulate a search plan

8. Conduct research to answer the essential questions

9. Demonstrate PowerPoint creation

10. Create a PowerPoint

11. Present PowerPoint to class

Differentiated Instructional Support
The teacher and media specialist will monitor the student’s progress to give additional individual help where needed. 

Extension
The Civil Rights Movement in the United States is a unit studied within the eighth grade team, and they will learn different aspects of the Civil Rights Movement.

Homework Options and Home Connections
Any work the students do not complete in class must be completed as homework.

Interdisciplinary Connections
These lessons cover information covered in the Language Arts and Social Studies curriculum.

Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

Computer

Projector

Handout for students

For students
List the materials needed for the students.

Computer

Handouts

Writing utensil

Key Vocabulary
List key terms that need to be defined prior to or as part of instruction.

1. intellectual property

2. copyright

3. essential questions

4. key words

5. search engine

6. directory

7. databases

8. PowerPoint

9. slide


Technology Connections
The lesson includes most of the Grade 8 Indicators in Technology Standard 5.

Attachments

1. PowerPoint Tips handout
2. Boolean operators/search engine handout
3. Web site evaluation questions handout
4. Spider web graphic organizer handout
5. PowerPoint rubric



