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Ohio Standards Connections:

Library Guidelines:
Info. Literacy

Benchmark A: Understand the function of the school library media center, recognize other types of libraries, and use a variety of libraries to meet information and personal needs.

1.Discuss search strategies and information retrieval methods with the library media specialist or library staff member as needed.

Benchmark D: Evaluate the accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, coverage and relevance of information and data sources.

2. Assess the objectivity (the ability of an author to present information without bias) of a source when using information.

3. Compare multiple sources (online encyclopedia, Web site, online magazine database, print source) to check accuracy of information. (e.g., Do facts match on each site)

Benchmark E: Conduct research and follow a research model that includes the following: develop essential question; identify resources; select, use and analyze information; synthesize and generate a product; and evaluate both process and product.

2. Select and evaluate relevant information about a specific topic in several sources

3.Select information from different types of subscription resources (fee-based, pay-to-use) to meet an information need (e.g., magazine database, picture archive, online encyclopedia).

 8. Critically evaluate the quality of the information resource (e.g., authority, accuracy, currency, objectivity).

Tech. Literacy

Benchmark B: Develop search strategies, retrieve information in a variety of formats and evaluate the quality and appropriate use of Internet resources.

4. Compare information found in searches done on different types of Internet resources (e.g., meta engine, directory, search engine).

5. Report elements of a Web site that make it effective (e.g., describe why the Web site is appropriate for the particular information needed).

Benchmark C: Select, access and use appropriate electronic resources for a defined information need.

2. Examine information in different types of subscription (fee-based) databases to locate information for a curricular need (e.g., online encyclopedia, online subject dictionaries, magazine index, picture archive).

Technology Standards
Standard 4:

Technology and Communication Application

Benchmark B:

Develop, publish and present information in a format that is appropriate for content and audience.

Indicator:

Grade 7

1.  Select an appropriate software tool to create and publish print information (e.g. , word processor for a report, desktop publishing tool for signs/ calendars/ newsletters).

Standard 5:

Technology and Information Literacy

Benchmark A:

Evaluate the accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, coverage and relevance of information and data sources.

Indicator:

Grade 6
3.  Check copyright dates to determine currency of information.

4.  Investigate the authority of an online information source to determine the author’s qualification to be to be an expert about a topic (e.g., famous scientist versus a sixth-grader’s Web site; well-known organization versus a personal Web site.)

Grade 7 

3.  Compare multiple sources (online encyclopedia, Web site, online magazine database, print source) to check accuracy of information (e.g., do facts match on each site?)


	Lesson Summary:

This lesson is designed to introduce seventh grade computer classes to identify the authenticity of a web site, and compare and contrast the benefits of research using subscription databases as opposed to search engines for classroom research. 

· Define terms: search engines, subscriptions services, databases, and authenticity

· Demonstrate sample searches for the Byzantine Empire using the Google search engine, then the same term with subscription services

· Discuss authenticity  of the sites found with each search

· Students document the authority for each site found in their search results 

· Compare results of information found in search engines vs. results when searching through subscription databases

Estimated Duration:
Two class periods, 43 mi. each

Commentary: When students do classroom research in the media center they use pre-selected web sites, sites selected by the teacher and media specialist for that specific project. This lesson is to show students how to determine good sites from bad sites when they need to research at home.

Pre-Assessment:

Discussion with students prior to lesson on their knowledge of search engines and subscription services. Students will be asked how they determine whether a site is good or not, and what experiences, if any, they have had with good and bad internet sites.

Scoring Guidelines:

Student responses will determine how detailed the descriptions are of terms and how in-depth we need to go when demonstrating web sites in data bases vs. subscription services. Both the computer teacher and media specialist will be in the room to assist students and keep them on task.

Post-Assessment:
Students will write two paragraphs summarizing the differences between internet searching using subscription services vs. search engines. Students will be using subscription services in further research in social studies, and science class assignments.

Scoring Guidelines:

Students will complete a worksheet found on the school server as we progress through the lesson. They will print the final lesson and receive two grades, one for content from the media specialist, and another from the computer teacher for format. The media specialist will grade on content accuracy and whether the students understand the differences between search engine results as opposed to subscription services when doing online searches. The computer teacher will grade on skills learned during their word processing lessons, formatting the page, fonts, spacing, indenting, underlining, cutting and pasting, etc.


Instructional Procedures:
· Ask students how they search for information on the internet at home vs. at school, ask how they can tell if a site is a good site.

· Show Power Point presentation “Searching for Information” (see attachment) and discuss terms they need to know (search engines, subscription services, databases, and authenticity); and how they check a site for authenticity.

· Students open class folder on the building server, and locate the lesson for this class (see attachment).

· Students follow lesson which directs them to click to google and type in a search for the Byzantine Empire. 

· Media specialist directs students through the first three web sites showing them how to check a site for authenticity and the computer teacher directs them on how to cut and paste some of the answers into the lesson worksheet. Students do last site on their own during class.

· Day two: Discuss subscription services again and follow the worksheet directions from where they left off the previous day. Students will open our school’s Media Center webpage and search four different subscription services, checking the results and checking for authenticity.
· Students will complete two paragraphs on the worksheet comparing the quality of information found, listing positives and negatives for each kind and deciding which would be better for school research.


Differentiated Instructional Support
Students will follow along the lesson with the Power Point presentation and with the written assignment instructions they will find on the building server and open on their computer screen. This allows for both listening and visual learners to get the material presented. Both the computer teacher and the media specialist will be present to assist students, keeping them on track, making sure students are on the same screen the instructor is discussing.


Extension
Subscription services are available on our school media web page http://schools.strongnet.org/CENTER/CTR_Mediahome.html.

Students can access these services from home or in school when they do research for classes in the future. They will be given a “Password” card to take home and put next to their home computer to use subscriptions resources at home.


Interdisciplinary Connections

Students will access the class folder on the server and use word processing skills taught in previous computer classes to complete the assignment worksheet. They will be expected to use the subscription services found on our school web page in future research for other classes such as social studies and science. The search samples done in the lesson, the Byzantine Empire, is a topic covered in seventh grade social studies.

Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Computer lab with internet access and Power Point program, LCD projector to project the Power Point presentation, lesson assignment placed in computer class folder on server

For students
Access to read-only computer class folder on server where they will find their in-class assignment.


Key Vocabulary

· Subscription services

· Databases

· Search engines

· Authenticity

Technology Connections

Media specialist will deliver the lesson in computer classes after the computer teacher has prepared them with skills needed to be successful. As they complete the assignment directed by the media specialist the computer teacher is present to reinforce skills previously taught, such as: opening student files on the building server; opening folder for class assignment on server; cutting and pasting from read-only files to a word document; school district AUP policy for safe internet searching; and how our district security system works.

Research Connections

“2Learn.ca for Teens...Complete Tutorial Handout.” 2Learn.ca. 2005. Education Society.  24 Oct. 2005 <http://www.2learn.ca/2learnteens/site/searchtips.html>.

Beck, Susan E. “Evaluation Criteria.” Good, the Bad & the Ugly: or, Why It’s a Good Idea to Evaluate Web Sources. 22 Sept. 2005. New Mexico State University.  24 Oct. 2005 <http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/evalcrit.html>.

“Infohio Electronic Resources for Grades 6-8.” Infohio. 9 Aug. 2005. Infohio.  30 Nov. 2005 <http://www.infohio.org/ER/ER6-8.asp>.

Jacobson, Trudi, and Laura Cohen. “Evaluating Internet Resources.” University Libraries: University at Albany. Apr. 1996. State University of New York.  10 Oct. 2005 <http://169.226.11.130/internet/evaluate.html>.

“’NetCheck Website Evaluation Form for Grades 7-9 Students.” 2Learn.ca. 2005. Education Society.  24 Oct. 2005 <http://www.2learn.ca/evaluating/div3netscheck2.html>.

General Tips
This lesson had to be done after lessons on our district’s AUP policy so students will understand the concern for their safety on the internet. Students will need to know how to minimize a screen and multi-task on their computer screen. 

We did not finish all four parts of the beginning lesson on the first day and had to complete that the second day. We might need to shorten the numbers of examples if we need to stay within the two days set aside for this lesson.


Attachments

· Power Point “Searching for Information”
· Student worksheet

	
	


