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	Ohio Standards Connections:

English Language Arts

Research

Benchmark B: Locate/summar-ize important info. from relevant  sources.

Indicator 2: Identify appropriate sources & gather relevant information from multiple sources.  

Benchmark C:

Organize information in a systematic way.

Indicator 4:

Select an appropriate structure for organization information in a systematic way.

Indicator 7:

Use an appropriate form of documentation, with teacher assistance, to acknowledge sources.

Indicator 8:

Use a variety of communication techniques, to present information that supports a clear position with organized and relevant evidence about the topic or research question.  

Library 

Standard:

Information Literacy

Benchmark D:

Evaluate the accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, coverage and relevance of information and data sources.

Indicator 1:

Distinguish when current copyright dates of sojurces are important in answering an information need.

Benchmark E:

Conduct research and follow a research process model that includes the following: develop essential question; identify resources; select, use and analyze information; synthesize and generate a product and evaluate both process and product.

Grade eight Indicator 7: Demonstrate how to determine copyright issues when creating new products (e.g, permission to use articles and graphics, credit information to be included).

Grade eight Indicator 8:  Use a teacher-or district-designated citation-style manual to credit sources used in work (e.g., MLA Style Manual, APA Guidelines).
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Lesson Summary:
The media specialist and classroom teacher will teach the students one method of note taking and report writing.  The students will then research specific topics related to their recently finished novel, Touching Spirit Bear.


Estimated Duration:

Lesson two will last four-48 minute periods.   

Commentary:
Students must have read the novel Touching Spirit Bear in order to complete the required assignment.  


Pre-Assessment:

The teacher will ask the students the ways that they have been taught to take notes in the past or what methods they have used to write research reports.  Students will be asked if they understand the terms plagiarizing and summarizing.  The teacher will read a paragraph then give some examples of plagiarizing and summarizing the material.  The students will guess which are true summaries and which are plagiarized. 

Scoring Guidelines:  

Student responses.

Post-Assessment:
Students will use skills learned in this lesson to write a six-paragraph research paper on a specific topic related to Touching Spirit Bear.
Final Project    (After all three lessons are completed)

The class will be broken into groups of 5 students each and create a front page of a newspaper based upon terms associated with the story.  Each student will be responsible for research on one of the following topics:  Spirit Bear, Totem Poles, Tlingit Indians, Wilderness Survival, Circle Justice, or Alaskan Islands.  The front page will include a feature story, human interest story, an ad, a cultural story, an art feature, a travel story, two pictures related to stories, and a classified ad.  Although the articles will be fictional, the students must use factual information they put together from lesson two on research.  


Instructional Procedures:

Day one

1.  The teacher and media specialist will provide three articles from different sources on a specific topic. Copies will be made available to each student.  In this case, the topic will be the early history of our town.  The students will divide the report into four categories – our Founding Fathers, Life in the Early Years, Downtown Merchants, and Occupations.  Copies will be made available to each student.  (For lesson plan purposes, any topic can be chosen.)

2.  The teacher will model highlighting the topic sentence or theme of each paragraph using a blue highlighter.  Using a yellow highlighter (or another color), the teacher will highlight supporting details.  Working in pairs, the students will do the same-- use one highlighter color to highlight the topic sentence or theme in each paragraph and with the other color, the students are to highlight important information related to the topic.  They are only to highlight phrases, not entire sentences.  

3.  The teacher/media specialist will check each pair’s articles to make sure all the important details are highlighted.  

Day two

4.  Still working in pairs, the students will then transfer their information to 3 x 5 note cards.  They are instructed to include only one piece of information on each note card, carefully indicating on the bottom of the card from which source they received the material.  They should have anywhere between 40-60 note cards.

5.  The students will then divide their note cards from all three articles into the four subcategories according to the project.  Working together, they are to lay their cards out in four rows and put the cards in some sort of logical order.  The teacher/media specialist will check the students’ work to make sure the note cards are placed into the correct categories. 

Day three

6.  Using the note cards, the students will begin writing a paragraph for each one of their categories.  Since the students only should have phrases on their cards, the chances that they plagiarize should be slim.  Working in pairs will give the students each an opportunity to write two paragraphs.  The students should check each other’s work for grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, and spelling. 

7.  The media specialist will show the students the correct way to site sources in a bibliography.  The students will be directed to their agenda book which shows ways to site common sources.  (Teachers need to select style used in individual school.)  As a class, the students will put together their bibliography page.

Day four

8.  Having written their four factual paragraphs on our town, the students will now write the opening and closing paragraphs for their reports.  

9.  The teacher will model several different ways to write opening and closing paragraphs.  The term thesis statement will be introduced at this point.  Again, each pair of students will write an opening and closing paragraph carefully monitoring each other’s work.

10.  Students will receive feedback on their work as it is being completed.

Lesson Two Project-The students will be divided into groups of five and, using the note taking method from this lesson, each student will write a six-paragraph report.  Each group will be responsible for research on the following topics:  Spirit Bear, Totem Poles, Tlingit Indians, Wilderness Survival in Alaska, Circle Justice, and Alaskan Islands.

Differentiated Instructional Support
Review lesson plans with Learning Assistants and Special Ed as needed.  Advanced students may be assigned to assist other students as needed.  Some students may need additional time to work on assignment and may need to schedule out of class time to complete the work.   In certain cases, the students may be put in groups of four and each would be responsible for writing only one paragraph.  

Extension
Awareness of concepts presented in this project.  Students should be encouraged, when possible, to highlight reading assignments from other disciplines.


Homework Options and Home Connections

Students can practice paraphrasing and summarizing.  Encourage students to take other sources of information such as newspapers, magazines, or school notes and practice highlighting key information as necessary.  

Interdisciplinary Connections

Standard: Social Studies -Economics

Indicator: #2 – Markets – Describe the growth of cities and the establishment of trade routes in Asia, Africa, and Europe; the products and inventions that traveled along these routes; and the role of merchants.

Materials and Resources:

Each student will need two different colored highlighters (blue and yellow) and 100 note cards.


Key Vocabulary

Paraphrasing

Plagiarism

Thesis Statement

Main Idea

Supporting Details

Introductory Paragraph

Closing Paragraph


Technology Connections

The students may need to do some of their research on the internet through internet search engines.  The media specialist will be available for support.


Research Connections
Any MLA or APA guide.


General Tips
Monitor student progress and modify as needed.  Students tend to write short, choppy sentences.  Encourage students to write and rewrite their paragraphs.  They need to carefully check their partner’s work.  


Attachments

Lesson Two Attachment A-Research


	
	



