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Ohio Standards Connections:
Grade 6

Geography

Benchmark A. 

Identify on a map the location of major

physical and human features of each

continent.

Indicator:

Location

 1. Place countries, cities, deserts, mountain ranges and bodies

of water on the continents on which they are located.

Benchmark B:

Define and identify regions using human and physical characteristics.

Indicator:
Places and Regions
4. Identify and describe a variety of physical and human regions by analyzing maps, charts and graphs that show patterns of characteristics that define regions.

Social Studies Skills and Methods

Benchmark D:

Work effectively in a group 

Indicator:

Problem Solving
7. Work effectively to achieve group goals: 

a. Engage in active listening;

b. Provide feedback in a constructive manner;

c. Help establish group goals;

d. Take various roles within the group;

e. Recognize contributions of others.

Technology Literacy

Benchmark B:

Develop search strategies, retrieve information in a variety of formats and evaluate the quality and appropriate use of Internet resources

Indicator

Internet Concepts

1. Explain the function of a Web browser (e.g., what is the difference

between the browser software and a page on the Internet?).

Indicator

Search Engines

2. Incorporate place searching when searching for information using assigned directories and search engines.

Information Literacy
Benchmark B: 

Identify information needs, select school library media books and materials in a variety of

formats, and demonstrate responsible use and ethical behavior when using library media materials.

Indicator

Responsible Use

7. Understand that parents must sign the district Acceptable Use Policy

(AUP) and that it sets the expectation for appropriate usage of school

materials (e.g., books, textbooks, computers, the Internet).

Benchmark E: 

Conduct research and follow a research process model that includes the following: develop

essential question; identify resources; select, use and analyze information; synthesize and generate a

product; and evaluate both process and product.

Indicator

Find

3. Narrow or broaden search topic/question according to how many

resources are located.

5. Understand how to access electronic resources at school and from

home.

Use

7. Use peer-evaluation techniques and authentic assessments to analyze

information.

8. Take notes, organize information into logical sequence and create a draft

product (e.g., report, research paper, presentation).

Check

10.Communicate findings orally, visually or in writing and draw

conclusions about findings.


	Social Studies Lesson Plan – Map the World 

Teacher:  Doug Davis

Media Specialist:  Patti Lewis

Lesson Summary:
· Students will discover their own global address

· Students will design papier-mâché globe

· Students will keep a journal of geographic discoveries

· Students will create an outdoor map and set of directions

· Students will work together in groups to create a Power Point slideshow presentation. 


Estimated Duration:
10-20 days for introduction and completion of building groups, reviewing elements of the assignment, introduction and review for lab procedures and reviewing Power Point. Presentations of the group slideshows, information, papier-mâché globes and nature items will be done on alternate days.

Commentary: 

The abilities of the students during the hands on computer lab portion of this lesson accounts for flexibility in time.  Day to day interruptions to the schedule, absenteeism, and difficulties within groups will be addressed as the need arises.  Groups who are moving quickly will be given extension ideas. Teachers of these students who are included in an extended learning opportunity class will be given a heads up.  The same procedures follow students who are moving more slowly and are included in special classes for intervention.  

Pre-Assessment:
Teacher/s have informal teacher led discussions about maps, globes and Power Point software.

· What do we know?  What do we want to find out?  What did we learn?

· Students have one 45 minute lab session to practice using Power Point.

Scoring Guidelines:
· Informal observations of prior knowledge

· Informal observations during Power Point practice.

Teachers will observe varying levels of competence in the computer lab and adjust schedule accordingly.  Students will be given opportunities to work independently or with members of their group during appropriate times during the school day.  Additionally, students working in groups are required to communicate about the assignment outside of school via email, small group meetings and other means.  

Post-Assessment:
Direct observations and plans to adjust groups and time frames for completed work as needed. Review of grading rubric for Power Point.

Scoring Guidelines:

Power Point                ____/25

Globe                          ____/15

Nature Element           ____/10

Group Score                ____/50

Journal                         ____/5

Nature Map                 ____/5

Directions                    ____/5

Individual Score          ____/15

Instructional Procedures:
Students are asked to keep a TV, radio or globe nearby and journal geographic locations they have heard or seen.  

Next, the students are asked to go on a nature walk and collect leaves, stones, or other “nature elements” from the geographic location to be used later as an element in their presentation. 

Students will make a nature map.

Students are given directions to produce a papier-mâché globe to understand the difference between a flat map and globe.  The globe continents, the oceans, the equator, prime meridian on the globe.

Students are asked to write a set of directions from their house to school.

Students create a Power Point presentation that asks and answers these questions:

· What continent do you live on?

· What is the name of your home state and its capital?

· In which hemispheres do you live?

· What is the global address where you & your group live?

· Name three landform features near your home.

Students will present their information, papier-mâché globe, and nature walk objects to the class in an interesting way.


Differentiated Instructional Support
Lesson will be adjusted for gifted students and for students with learning disabilities.  

· Instructional Aides will provide help to students with disabilities. 

· Pathfinders and extra writing assignments will be provided to gifted students.


Extension
· Pathfinders and extra library time are provided to students to use for final presentations.

· Teachers of gifted and teachers of students with special needs are informed of the assignment and given support by teacher/s and chances for collaboration.


Homework Options and Home Connections
Students are required to meet with groups outside of school.  They are given instructions and directions on how to email with attachments to teachers and each other when working on the technology portion of the assignment.  Students are encouraged to continue researching the topic.


Interdisciplinary Connections
Social Studies, Library Media, Technology and Art are integrated throughout this lesson.  We saw opportunities in Science Standards through the requirements of the nature walk and Language Arts through various fiction and non fiction resources that would support student writing samples. 


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

Access to the Computer Lab

Power Point software

Web Access

URLS

Directions for making Paper Mache

For students
List the materials needed for the students.

Materials for paper mache

Computer Lab

Power Point software


Key Vocabulary
Papier-mâché, map, globe, latitude, longitude, Power Point, internet, graphics.


Technology Connections
· Students may create a movie of the presentations to show at a parent event or to the next class of students for a visual review of the assignment.

· Students may make connections with other students around the world with the use of blogs.

· Students may post their work on the web using blogs found with similar content.


Research Connections
Why Web Quest?  prepared by Doug Davis:  http://www.foresthills.edu/wilson/Kent_Squirrel's_Why_Quest.htm
 If link is broken, go to: http://www.foresthills.edu/wilson/wilson_page.htm, then click on “6” (for 6th grade), then Social Studies, then Kent Squirrel’s Why Quest.  

General Tips
Teachers, be prepared for students to go above and beyond the requirement for a standard Power Point presentation.  They are motivated to use the program’s advanced tools such as importing music clips, animation from the internet and voice overs.  Some images and capabilities of the program were inhibited by district filters.

When students emailed presentations from home there were technology issues in translating files from Windows to Macintosh and the various versions of Power Point.  We also had in house issues with computers when crossing platforms and some failures due to power and network outages.    

Attachments
URLS:

Where in the world is Kent Squirrel? A web quest to help you find your global address and aerial image of your houses.

http://www.foresthills.edu/wilson/Where%27s_Kent_Squirrel.htm
A public library for youth. Check out the Geography & World Culture area for all kinds of information.

http://www.ipl.org/div/kidspace/
A great site on the U.S.A. This site contains specific information on the states of the U.S.A.

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/school/USA/
Geography Information. This site contains all kinds of great information on maps.

http://www.kidsvista.com/SocialStudies/geography.html
Neat stuff on nature. Allows you to select various environments like grasslands, tundra, etc.

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/school/USA/
Papier-Mâché Directions:

4 cups of water

2 cups of flour

newspaper strips (about 1 inch wide and 3 inches long)

a balloon

poster or tempera paints

a small plastic container or bucket for the paste mixture

 

Directions:
 

Make the paste by mixing the 4 cups of water with the 2 cups of flour in the plastic container. Tear or cut the newspaper strips about 1 inch wide and about 3 inches long. Blow up the balloon and tie it. Dip the strips of newspaper into the paste and wrap the balloon as smoothly as possibly. When you dip the strips of newspaper, lightly run your fingers along the strip to get rid of any excess paste. (The more paste you have… the longer it will take to dry!) After your first layer of papier-mâché strips cover the balloon, wrap it again 3 more times. At the final wrapping stage, try to make models of mountains and valleys. Let the wrapped balloon dry for AT LEAST 24 hours. Then, using poster or tempera paints, paint the continents and oceans. Be careful to follow directions and use the knot in the balloon as the North Pole.

Power Point Evaluation Rubric:

GRADING RUBRIC FOR POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS 
NAME:_____________________________ 

KNOWLEDGE: 4 3 2 1 0 Shows an understanding of the material Able to answer questions 

PARTICIPATION: 4 3 2 1 0 Does their “fair share” in presenting the material Participates in each part of the presentation 

LENGTH: 4 3 2 1 0 Long enough to adequately cover assigned material 

CONTENT: 4 3 2 1 0 Topic covered thoroughly Enough information given to understand topic Did not exclude any important information or include any unnecessary information 

DESIGN: 4 3 2 1 0 Very creative Easy to see and follow Did not include any unnecessary graphics 

HANDS-ON ACTIVITY: 4 3 2 1 0 Included class in the learning process Did more than lecture to the class 

TOTAL ________ 

23-24 A 

21-22 B 

18-20 C 

16-17 D 

0-15 F




