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Connections:


Visual Art:

Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts
Benchmark  B: Create a work of art which incorporates the style or characteristics of artwork from a culture other than their own.

3. Provide insight into the factors (e.g., personal experience, interest, cultural heritage and gender) that might influence an artist's style and choice of subject matter. (7)

Valuing the Arts/Aesthetic Reflection

Benchmark A: Demonstrate aesthetic inquiry and reflection skills when participating in discussions about the nature and value of art.

1. Observe selected artworks and describe the visual features and sensory qualities that evoke feelings and emotions. (7)

Language Arts:

Grade 7

Writing Processes

17. Prepare for publication writing that follows a format appropriate to the purpose, using such techniques as electronic resources, principles of design and graphics to enhance the final project.

Writing Applications

6.Produce informal writings (e.g., journals, notes and poems) for various purposes.

Library: Grade 7

Information Literacy

Benchmark B
Identify information needs, select books and materials in a variety of formats, and demonstrate responsible use and ethical behavior.

Library Awareness

1.Evaluate materials and select formats based on information need.

Benchmark D

Evaluate the accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, coverage and relevance of information and data sources. 

3. Compare multiple sources 

to check accuracy of information. (e.g., Do facts match on each site?) 

4. Determine if a given source has all the information needed for a question or project.



	Lesson Title:

Artist Accordion Book

Lesson Summary:

Students will create and illustrate an accordion folded book which will include facts obtained through research about an individual artist as well as a critique of a work of art by the artist.


Estimated Duration:
6  (or more) 40-minute class periods

Commentary:

This is the culminating lesson for seventh grade art students. Prior to this lesson, students will have participated in one or more class activities using the Feldman Model for critiquing a work of art – describe, analyze, interpret, and judge.


Post-Assessment:
Self and teacher assessment based on rubric containing project expectations.

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher assessment of participation in class activities.

Rubric criteria for folded accordion book:
Student includes factual information about the artist and his/her artwork from credible resources.
Student writes a critique that includes a description and interpretation of the work.
Illustrations show an attempt to imitate the artist’s “style.”
Effort: Took time to develop idea & complete project? (Didn’t rush.) Good use of class time?
Craftsmanship – Neat, clean & complete? Skillful use of the art tools & media?

Rubric for Website Evaluation

Rubric to assess student’s understanding of website evaluation.

Instructional Procedures:   

Day One

1. Students will begin by choosing the name of an artist to research for their book project.

2. They will receive a worksheet to use in collecting information about their artist.

3. Students will construct their accordion folded book. See attached Directions for Constructing Accordion Book.

Day Two & Three

Procedure for Van Gogh Reference Challenge. 

4. Divide students into three lines. One from each group will be given the same question about Van Gogh and assigned to find the information below using one of the sources on the worksheet.

5. When the each question has been finished all search materials and books should be closed in order to simulate a new search. There should be three official timekeepers who will announce the time when the correct answer (checked with the teacher/scorekeeper) is found.

6. When all the questions are answered, discuss the following:

1) INFOhio--Which databases were most helpful?  For which kinds of questions?

2) Internet search engines—Which seems most helpful?  Least helpful?  Were there problems with search terms? Were your results pure information? (Free of commercial sites)

3) In Library print sources—Were the print/book sources adequate?  What problems occurred?  

7. Overall observations about the three search options:

1) Has this changed how you will search in future?

2) What skills do you need to learn to improve your searching techniques?

3) Are there better search options for different typed of information?

4) How has this exercise helped you?


8. Students will visit the library again to research information about their chosen artist using the worksheet (Getting To Know [Your Artist] attached). This information will be used to complete their book. Each student will also be responsible for choosing one of the artist’s important works and writing a critique of it (included as part of the worksheet). They will describe and interpret it on the worksheet, then use one of the poem formats they have learned in previous lessons to write their critique for the book (sense poem, cinquain, or acrostic).

9. Recommended sites to visit for research:
http://www.infohio.org/
http://www.artlex.com/
http://www.artcyclopedia.com
http://witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTHLinks.html
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/splash.htm
Day Four through Six

10. Students will illustrate and add artist facts as well as a critique of the chosen work to their accordion folded book. Encourage students to imitate the artist’s style in the illustrations! Things to be included in the accordion book.

1) Front Cover – Illustration of famous work by your chosen artist. You may use colored pencil, marker, crayon or other available media.

2) Pages 1 – 7 (front side) – Facts about the artist with illustrations. Think about including a self-portrait illustration of the artist.

3) Back Cover – Information about the cover art: title, date created, media, where it is now.

4) Backs of Pages 1 – 7 - critique of chosen work written in paragraph or poetry form.


Extension
Display finished books in the library with books from the collection about artists. The share the books with elementary teachers for their art lessons, as they no longer have an art teacher on staff.

Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Computer and library access


For students
Worksheet for artist research 

Paper for art book (two 6X24 inch sheets of heavy drawing paper for each student)

Heavy white paper or cardboard for covers 
(7x7 inch square for each student)

Glue sticks

Markers, colored pencils, crayons, etc.

Ribbon (optional)

Key Vocabulary
Credible

Reliable

Currency

Accuracy

Authority

Objectivity

Malicious

Counterfeit

Parody

Spoof

Hoax

Scam

Fraud


Research Connections
“One way to develop interpretative ability in students is through the use of poetry. Interpreting artworks with poetry provides multiple opportunities for students to focus upon the most important ideas expressed by artists while simultaneously allowing creative use of language.” - Dr. Pamela Geiger Stephens, School Arts, January 2003

Studies conducted by Keith Curry Lance and others have shown that collaborative integrated instructional classroom and school library projects have a positive impact on student achievement.  In addition having both of print and electronic resources available impacts achievement positively.


Attachments
Directions for Constructing an Accordion Book
Getting to Know [the Artist] (3 pages)

Thumbs Up Web Evaluation
Evaluation of Student Understanding of Websites Rubric
Artist Book Rubric


	

	

	


