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Ohio Standards Connections:


Language Arts

GRADE 7
B. Acquisition of Vocabulary 

b. 7.1 Determine the meaning of unknown words through context clues and the author’s use of comparison, contrast, definition, restatement and example.

b. 7.3  Infer word meanings through identification of analogies and other word relationships including synonyms and antonyms.

b. 7.8 Determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words by using dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, technology and textual features such as definitional footnotes or sidebars.

C. Reading Process: Concept of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies

c. 7.1 Establish and adjust purposes for reading, including to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy and to solve problems

c. 7.2 Predict or hypothesize as appropriate from information in the text, substantiating with specific references to textual examples that may be in widely separated sections of text.

c. 7.4  Summarize the information in texts, using key ideas, supporting details and referencing gaps or contradictions.

c. 7.5  Select, create and use graphic organizers to interpret textual information.

c. 7.6 Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts, electronic and visual media.

c. 7.7  Monitor own comprehension by adjusting speed to fit purpose, or by skimming scanning, reading on, looking back, note taking or summarizing what has been read so far in text.

c. 7.8  Use criteria to choose independent reading materials.

D. Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text

d. 7.1  Use text features  such as chapter titles, headings and subheadings; parts of books including the index and table and table of contents; and online tools to locate information.

d. 7.2  Analyze examples of cause and effect and fact and opinion.

F. Writing Process

f. 7.1 Generate writing ideas through discussions with others. 

f. 7.2 Conduct background reading, interviews or surveys when appropriate.

f. 7.8 Group related ideas into paragraphs, including topic sentences following paragraph form and maintaining a consistent focus across paragraphs.

f. 7.9 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, colorful modifiers and style appropriate to audience and purpose.

f. 7.11 Reread and analyze clarity of writing.

f. 7.13 Rearrange words, sentences and paragraphs, and add transitional words and phrases to clarify meaning.

f. 7.15 Proofread writing, edit to improve conventions and identify and correct fragments and run-ons.

f. 7.16 Apply tools (e.g. rubric, checklist and feedback) to judge quality of writing.

G. Writing Applications
g. 7.6  Produce informal writings (e.g., journals, notes, poems) for various purposes.

H. Writing Conventions
h. 7.1 Spell high-frequency words correctly.

h. 7.2 Use commas, end marks, apostrophes and quotation marks correctly.

h. 7.3  Use correct capitalization.

H. 7.5 Use all eight parts of speech.

Information Literacy
E. 7.3  Select information from different types of subscription resources to meet information needs.

E. 7.7 Take notes, organize information into logical sequence.

Technology Literacy

A. 7.3 Login to OPAC remotely via username and password.
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Lesson One Summary: What Makes a Hero?
The purpose of this lesson is to enable the students to think critically about the concept of Heroism, and to introduce them to the attendant vocabulary, specifically, the characteristics of a hero. Students will be able to answer the question, “What makes a Hero?”

Procedures used include: reading stories, showing film clips, brainstorming, class discussions, and word study to build a repertoire of knowledge about heroes.


Estimated Duration:
Include an estimate of the time needed for instruction.

5 days – 45 minute classes

Commentary:  Each class could generate its own vocabulary lists, or lists could be combined from all classes involved in the unit.

Pre-Assessment:

As a class, discuss the qualities of heroic behavior.  Create a vocabulary list of those qualities through brainstorming and class discussion. Teachers will reflect on students’ prior learning, and plan for additional instruction on the topic.

Scoring Guidelines:

Teacher judgment will be the scoring guideline for the pre-assessment. This informal assessment should reveal how, and to what extent, instruction should be adapted to meet the students’ needs. 

Post-Assessment:                                                                                                     (2)
Post-assessment for the introductory lesson includes: evaluation of student class discussion, generation of a hero vocabulary list, and journal entry samples. The teacher judges whether the students have grasped the idea of “What Makes a Hero?” The results will help to plan subsequent instruction.

Scoring Guidelines:
Students will participate in class discussion, will spell and use the heroic quality vocabulary in writing sentences and in journal responses.

Instructional Procedures:

· The library media specialist presents a series of hero stories, emphasizing the qualities of a hero. 

· Students read and respond to selected articles about heroes.

· Students watch a variety of film clips about heroes, to familiarize themselves with characteristics of heroes.

· Classes generate a vocabulary list of “hero” qualities.

· Classes use the list in daily Language Arts lessons, such as spelling, “Mug Shots”, and daily journal writing.


Differentiated Instructional Support
All students should be able to participate successfully in this lesson. 

Extension
The Library Media Specialist will provide a list and a brief synopsis of books about heroes for independent reading.

Homework Options and Home Connections                                                            (3)
· Homework -   Find and read articles in newspapers and magazines about heroes. Bring in to share. 

· Homework - Use hero vocabulary to write complete sentences.

· Homework -Compile a list of heroes 

· Parent involvement includes a parent letter which describes the Hero Unit, and the extent to which the parent might wish to become involve. Example attached


Interdisciplinary Connections
Heroes of History, Math, Science and current events.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Chart paper and markers

Hero stories – can be individual choice of teacher.

Some examples chosen by this team included:

     Barron, T.A. (2002). The Hero’s Trail: A guide for a  Heroic 

Life. (pp. 31 – 36, pp. 46 – 47). New York: Philomel Books.

     Davidson, Margaret. (1969).  Helen Keller. (pp. 86-91). New 

York: Scholastic.      

     Holland, Margaret. Ph.D. (1992). Mother Theresa.

 ( pp. 16 – 20). Florida: Worthington Press.                                          
For students
Folders for organization purposes.

                                                                                                                                    (4)

Key Vocabulary
See attached list.  – Student Generated heroic vocabulary-DeVolld-Moore-Wolford


Technology Connections

Students who do not have daily access to newspapers should access INFOhio and get an article from Ebsco or Sirs Discover, as part of homework options.


Research Connections
This is an immersion into the topic, an introduction, and a “what do you know” lesson. Research is included in lesson two.


General Tips
Be prepared to augment the students’ personal knowledge of, and experience with, heroes.

Students will need much guidance to distinguish heroes from idols.

Attachments:

Vocabulary words:  Student Generated heroic vocabulary
Sample Parent Letter - Hero Project



