	

Lesson Plan Template





Part I:
	ristmas cracker should contain a riddle to be shared at the party. racter from the Christmas Carol.ts. as an author, and Dicken
The length of the class is 90 minutes.  The biography lesson, the catalog lesson will each be completed in approximately 45 minutes each.  

Part II:

 A 45 minute lesson will precede the field trip/party in order to prepare and plan for the field trip. A simple calling card will be made on the computer.

Part III:

The trip to Piatt Castles will be two hours long.

Part IV: 

 A Victorian Christmas card thanking Mrs. Piatt for our visit will be made on the computer.  This activity should take 30 minutes.  



	Commentary:

This class is held once a week.  On that day, the class will meet  40 minutes in the morning and 90 minutes in the afternoon. 

Students have already read the book and have seen the play.


Pre-Assessment:

Students will be reminded of their prior experience with the DAR Ben Franklin essay, in which we discussed biographies and the Infohio databases.  The terms, biography and autobiography, will be reviewed.  Students will be asked to write an answer to: “What  impact has Charles Dickens had on the lives of others and you personally.”  The same question will be asked at the end of the lessons.

           Scoring Guidelines:

Question is open-ended.

Post-Assessment
       The OPAC activity will be a worksheet that will be assessed during the activity and graded at the end.  The pre- and post-question will be evaluated for growth. 

Scoring Guidelines:

The worksheet is graded for completeness and accuracy.

The  pre- and post-question will be open-ended and evaluated for growth.


Instructional Procedures:
Part I

1. Ask the students to fill out the pre-question activity.  The   teacher will collect and hold them until the papers are needed later. 

2. Relate that Charles Dickens not only the author of A    Christmas Carol but also of many other books.   Introduce the word, “prolific”.  Many of the books by Dickens in the elementary library are “abridged” or shortened from the original novel.  An “unabridged” novel from the high school library looks like this.  (Show Tale of Two Cities as an example)    

3. Use the large screen monitor to access the librarian’s web page   with the web sites needed for the lesson.  Demonstrate how the web site can be accessed at school and at home.   Access OCLC’s URL from the web page.  Dickens importance as an author can partially be based upon the list of the top 1000 books on the OCLC site.  Many of his books are listed, with A Christmas Carol being number 28.   A Christmas Carol was also the first story ever read aloud on radio.  The URL for the Reader’s Digest article noting on the Christmas Carol being the second most important Christmas story ever told should be accessed next.  This web site holds all the URLs used in the study of Dickens, A Christmas Carol, and the Victorian Era.  The shortened version of A Christmas Carol (the version Dickens read himself at his performances) is included for handy reference.
4. Some fiction books can be autobiographical, that means an author’s personal experiences can be used in the fiction they write.  We will read about the early life of Dickens to find parallels with characters in A Christmas Carol.  (Just as the Ghost of Christmas past tells us experiences make us who we are.)  Read aloud from Charles Dickens: the Man who Had Great Expectations.  Stop reading at the point where he gets married.  Discuss how his early life is important to his writing.  Is there anything autobiographical in A Christmas Carol?
5. Review the terms “biography” and “autobiography” in terms of past experiences with Ben Franklin.

6. Introduce the term collective biography.  Display books that demonstrate the three terms.  Point out the Dewey number differences for each.  [We use 921 DICKENS by Dickens for autobiography, 921 DICKENS by Stanley for biography and 920 (AUTHOR) for collective biography.] 

7. Pass out books of all three categories to the students.  Each student will orally read the title and author of his book.  He will then categorize his book and explain his reasoning.

8. Allow students to browse or skim the Dickens biographies for information on our pre- and post-question.  Share findings with class. 

9. Introduce the OPAC worksheet which highlights the following searches:  Dickens as a subject, Dickens as an author, and Dickens as a keyword.  A Christmas Carol is searched as a title and Scrooge as a title and keyword.

10. Direct the students to the school online catalog to carryout the searches and write down their results.  

11. Evaluate the results and discuss relevancy.  

Part II

12. Review the Christmas party at Mr. Fezziwigs’.

13. Plan food and activities. (both online and in books.)  In particular, suggest games from “Nine Noisy Games for Indoor Fun.” Merriment of Christmas.  New York: Time Inc., 1963.  pp. 90-91.

14. Make a Victorian Calling card to give to Mrs. Piatt at the Castles.  May use www.biblicalquality.com/Christmas5.html

15. Demonstrate use of new digital camcorder, and practice. 

Part III

16.  Bring food and Christmas crackers.  Christmas cracker should contain a riddle, trinket, candies, etc. to be used as a gift exchange at the party.  

17. Come to the party and tour at Piatt Castles dressed in Victorian costume, or as a character from the Christmas Carol.     

Part IV

18. Make a thank you card for Mrs. Piatt at the Castles on the computer.      


Differentiated Instructional Support
This lesson was developed nine fifth grade students identified gifted in the Superior Cognitive Ability realm.  This activity could be adapted for a higher-grade level regular classroom.  


Extension
The student should be encouraged to read more books by Charles Dickens, including abridged editions.  Internet activities may be continued at home.  

Homework Options and Home Conections
Students may work on the Christmas cards at home.  Students will prepare food, costumes, and Christmas crackers at home.  The librarian website may be utilized at home as well as at school.  Review of  A Christmas Carol may be accessed at home, either in print or electronically.

Interdisciplinary Connections

The major focus is on library guidelines and language arts.  Social studies and the arts are a natural extension.  Math may be involved in the preparation of food.  


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

Large screen monitor.

Variety of biography books, including some about Dickens.  

Stanley, Diane and Peter Vennema.  Charles     Dickens: The Man Who Had Great Expectations.  New York: Morrow Junior Books, 1993.

Books by Dickens, including abridged editions.

Examples of Victorian calling cards, some in books and on the web sites.  

For students
List the materials needed for the students.

Librarian website with suggested URLs.  

Biographies about Dickens.

Works, abridged and unabridged by Charles Dickens.

Computer with internet access

Worksheet on Pre-question and Dickens’ OPAC search.

Digital camcorder.

Paper for cards.

Scanner is optional.

Costumes, food and Christmas crackers.

Christmas riddle books

A variety of Victorian Christmas books: In particular, Kalman, Bobbie and Barbara Bedell.  Victorian Christmas,  New York: Crabtree Publishing Co., 1997 and Merriment of Christmas, NY: Time, Inc., 1963.

English Christmas books:  Christmas in Britain. Chicago: World Book, 1978.


Key Vocabulary
List key terms that need to be defined prior to or as part of instruction.

Prolific

Abridged and unabridged

OCLC

OPAC

Biography, autobiography, and collective biography

Dewey Decimal System; 921 and 920

Christmas crackers

Autobiographical fiction or novels.


Technology Connections
Produce calling cards and thank you note on computer.

Use digital camcorder and view later.

May use scanner.

Make a variety of searches on the OPAC.

Access librarian’s web page at home and at school.


Research Connections
Some research concludes increased technology increases student interest, motivation, and learning.  


General Tips
Meeting only once a week makes planning and communication difficult.  More time is needed to remind students of their responsibilities to encourage better participation at the party.

The URL www.biblicalquality.com/Christmas5.html works as far as examples but the interactive part was blocked.  We had the technology department download some of the design elements for us.  


Attachments
List 

A. Pre- and post-question.

B. Librarian’s web page guide.

C. OPAC Search worksheet.

D. Letter to parents concerning party.  
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