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Ohio Standards Connections:

Library Guidelines
   Information Literacy
      Benchmark E

       Grade 3 / 1 – 8

       Grade 4 /  1 – 9
   Technology Literacy

       Benchmark  B

        Grade 3 /  1 – 5
        Grade 4 / 1 – 3

Science 

  Grade 3 – Life Sciences

        # 1 – Heredity

Compare life cycles of different animals

  Grade 4 – Life Sciences

         # 1 – Heredity

Compare life cycles of different plants

Technology

   Standard 4 – Technology and Communication

     Benchmark B

         Grade 3 / 1 – 4

         Grade 4 /  1 – 5

   Standard 5 – Technology and Information Literacy

      Benchmark  B

          Grade 3 / 1 – 7

          Grade 4 /  1 – 6 


	Lesson Summary:  

Unit – Beginning Research Grades 3 & 4
Lesson One – Setting the Stage for Research

Aimee Banas, Sharon Riley, Sharlene Warner

To acquaint students with resources to use and to teach them 
how to take notes from their sources.  Students will practice 
note taking through an interactive web site.  With teacher guidance / modeling, students will ask questions, take notes 
from an encyclopedia article and construct a paragraph from 
the notes.  Students will practice note taking on their own with 

a short nonfiction text.  Many resources to use for research will be presented.  How and why to cite a resource will be discussed.

Estimated Duration:
Three or four half hour sessions
Commentary:

This will be a first experience at note taking and research for many students.  For this reason several opportunities for practice and modeling will be presented first.  Note taking strategies will be directly taught.  Students will use print and pre-selected online sources for their research.

Pre-Assessment:
An informal discussion answering the question… You need to do a report on an animal / plant.  What does that mean and what would you do?                                                                        
          Scoring Guidelines:

Teacher will note if any of the following ideas are mentioned:     Learning new information, answering questions, presenting the information in some way, reporting is not copying, should take note, reports should be in your own words, citing sources – tell where you found your information, using more than one source.
Post-Assessment:
Students will complete a note-taking worksheet (see attachments) in the process of their independent note taking practice.  ABC LOU strategies (see attachments) will be listed on the bottom of the sheet.  They should be able to check which of the strategies they used.  Students can produce one paragraph in their own words about the practice subject.  Sources are listed.

             Scoring Guidelines:
1

2

3

Words copied from source           Not all sections filled     

Some notes in own words                     All sections filled

Most notes in own words                     All sections filled

No note-taking strategies evident
1 note-taking strategy evident
2 or more note-taking strategies evident
Paragraph does not make sense or is copied                   Lack of proper writing conventions  
Paragraph is somewhat logical   Mostly in student’s words                    Most writing conventions apparent
Paragraph is logically organized Is in student’s own words                    Proper writing conventions used
TOTAL  =   9 points
Instructional Procedures:

Begin with a class discussion on the question… You have to do a report on an animal / plant.  What does that mean?  What would you do?  Teacher mentally notes which items on the pre-assessment checklist they mention.
Using a video projector the teacher will show to the whole class the Demo under Fact Fragment Frenzy as an introduction to note taking.

Web site address is:

      http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/factfrenzy/opening.html 

Individually at computers, students my then use the same site to choose any of the other topics and practice note taking.
Bring student together to introduce a bag of tricks for note taking:  ABC LOU

A – Abbreviations

B – Bullets

C – Caveman Language (phrases)

L – Lists

O – one word for several (paraphrase)

U – Use your own words, cite your sources

Give examples of each.

ABC LOU taken from “Information Skill of the Month” 

School Library Media Activities Monthly, Sept. 2005.  

Pages 25 – 28.
Ask if they were able to use any of these strategies on the computer practice?  Were some not possible to use?

Begin teacher modeling of note taking by showing an Arthur picture book or chapter book to the group.  Ask what animal is Arthur?   Students may guess bear or mouse.  If they don’t get aardvark, tell them after a few guesses.  Ask if they think real aardvarks look like Arthur and do the things that Arthur does?  What questions would they ask to find the answers to that information problem?  List questions they ask.  Divide the questions into the main categories on the note-taking worksheet.
Model how o look up aardvark in the encyclopedia.  Have a transparency of the article on the overhead and the worksheet copied onto the board.  

Read article in its entirety together.  Then re-read sentence by sentence and place notes on the worksheet.  Have ABC LOU written elsewhere where students can see.  Make note when a strategy is used.  

Take notes and with the class put together a paragraph about aardvarks.  Include a topic sentence and 3 – 5 details.

Cite the source:

      Title

      Author
Students will be given a short article on an animal / plant and a note taking worksheet.  ABC LOU strategies will be listed on the board.  Students take notes, construct a paragraph and cite the source.

Differentiated Instructional Support
With input from the teachers, the individual article which the students work on independently can be matched to their instructional reading level.


Extension
Use some of the facts collected to make bookmarks using Print Shop or other software.  Expand to include inserting of pictures with the text.

Homework Options and Home Connections
All work to be done in school for this lesson.
Interdisciplinary Connections
This lesson is the foundation for all future research.  The knowledge and skills gained through this lesson could be applied in any content area.
Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

Computer with Internet access                    Video projector                                                   Poster describing ABC LOU strategies              Arthur books                                                      Overhead / Blackboard                                       Encyclopedia                                                      Zoo Book note taking worksheet

For students
List the materials needed for the students.

Individual computer or shared by two students  Individual nonfiction text on an animal / plant   Zoo Book note taking worksheet                        Writing paper / pencils

Key Vocabulary
Encyclopedia
ABC LOU terms and examples

Technology Connections
Use the Fact Fragment Frenzy site to help instruct and practice note taking.                                                                                      http://readwritethink.org/materials/factfragmentfrenzy/opening.html
Research Connections
Teachers should be encouraged to use research in their classrooms because it has been demonstrated to have a positive impact on student performance.  In Education Programs that Work: The Catalogue of the National Diffusion Network (Lang, 1995), the U.S. Department of Education’s National Diffusion Network cited many successful programs that used curricula employing techniques of actively involving students in research projects (Zorfass, 1988).
“Students’ work improves when teachers break the work into stages instead of simply assigning topics and grading the eventual products…”  (Zemelman & Daniels, 1988).

Writing is important across the content areas, not just in the English language art classroom.  Integrating writing and reading into the content areas can lead to higher-level student thinking  (Konopak, Martin, & Martin, 1992: Simpson, Hayes, Stahl, Conner, & Weaver, 1988).

Attachments

ABC LOU – Note taking strategies
Zoo Book note taking worksheet

	
	



