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Lesson 1:  Accessing Electronic and Print Resources




	
Library Guideline:  Information Literacy

Benchmark A
Students investigate information through independent discovery, peer collaboration, and inquiry learning.

Indicator 2 (Grd.  11):

Locate resources using a title, subject or author, keyword and advanced searches, search in the library catalog or with appropriate online resources (e.g., Boolean operators or limiters, copyright year or material type).

Benchmark B

Determine and apply an evaluative process to all information sources chosen for a project.

Indicator 2 (Grd. 11):

Evaluate information collected to answer both personal and curricular needs to determine its accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency and coverage.

Indicator 3 (Grd. 11):

Determine valid information for an assignment from a variety of sources.

Benchmark C

Apply a research process model to conduct research and meet information needs.

Indicator 2 (Grd. 11):

Utilize basic and advanced search strategies to obtain topic-appropriate resources.

Indicator 3 (Grd. 11):

Identify, evaluate and select relevant and pertinent information found in each source.

Indicator 5 (Grd. 11):

Analyze information and communicate in oral, written or other format.

Library Guideline:  Technology Literacy

Benchmark C

Utilize the Internet for research, classroom assignments and appropriate personal interests.

Indicator 3 (Grd. 11):

Develop a systematic approach to judge the value of the retrieved Web information.

Library Guideline:

Media Literacy
Benchmark C

Critique and evaluate the intended impact of media communications and messages when delivered and received by society as a whole.

Indicator 1 (Grd. 11):

Assess influences of media communications on society as a whole and in the shaping of governmental, social and cultural norms.

Indicator 2 (Grd. 11):

Assess media communications for complexities and discrepancies, as well as for accuracy, relevancy and credibility.
	Lesson Summary:

This lesson is designed for eleventh grade English students, who are studying the Colonial period of literature.  The broad goal for this lesson is for the teacher/librarian to provide instruction for the students so they will become information literate within the context of an English classroom assignment.  The learning goals for the student will be to:

- Observe how to access a variety of print and electronic 

   resources applicable to their classroom assignment.

- Differentiate between a reliable and non-reliable resource (using 

   critical thinking skills and an evaluation strategy)

- Access electronic resources applicable to the student’s 

   classroom assignment.

- Locate print resources in the library.


Estimated Duration:
The students will complete their research over one-two class periods of fifty minutes each.  The first class session will include information on accessing and evaluating print and electronic resources, and during the rest of the class period(s), students will be accessing the resources appropriate to their classroom assignment.

Commentary:

The students have been studying non-fiction Puritan literature (such as essays, sermons, journal entries).  They are about to begin reading Arthur Miller’s play, The Crucible, so the students need to have an understanding of the Colonial people and Puritans, their lifestyle, and religion before they read the play.  The teacher has assigned a “Colonial Times Fast Fact Sheet” (attached) about the Puritans that will guide the students’ research after they have participated in the library and research skills lesson. 


Pre-Assessment:
The pre-assessment was conducted during collaboration with the classroom teacher.  The librarian asked what type of research skills the students had and what type of research they had completed in the course.  Pre-assessment was also conducted during instruction by asking assessment questions, such as “Which types of search engines do you use when you are trying to find information on a topic for a school assignment?”  Most students relied heavily on “Yahoo” and “Google.”  Or, “Tell me how you have used the Media Center’s online catalog.”  Most students had never used the online catalog.  These questions asked during instruction offered an opportunity to refine instruction to meet the students’ needs as well as meet the noted guidelines and indicators.

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher and librarian judgment was used to analyze which guidelines and indicators needed to be focused on during instruction.  As mentioned above, students were asked several questions during instruction.  Some of them were planned and some of them were spontaneous according to the response of students during instruction. 

Post-Assessment:
Evaluation will be based on observation and by reflecting on the student answers to an evaluation sheet that is distributed following instruction.  While students are researching, the media specialist can observe if the students are using the resources effectively.  The media specialist can also clarify information as necessary.  Students will also fill out an evaluation sheet at the end of class.  That piece of evidence will show what the students learned and what they still need to learn.

Scoring Guidelines:
Observation and reflection will be used to score the student outcomes.

Instructional Procedures:
1. Librarian begins class by explaining that one of his/her jobs is to help students find and use resources that help students complete their assignments with excellence.  Librarian will give outline of class activities, and will help students connect their classroom assignment with the research skills they will be learning.

2. Students will learn that information on the Internet is not always reliable, so they need to be wise consumers of information.  The difference between print and electronic resources will be discussed in relation to credibility, accuracy, authority, etc.  The students will also be given a brief overview on the use of the online catalog and how to access print resources in the media center.

3. Using a computer, LCD projector, and screen, the librarian will show students a PowerPoint presentation, including a slide on evaluation criteria that they can apply to electronic resources that they find on the Internet.

4. Librarian will connect to InfOhio Electronic Resources and show students how to find information on the Colonial period.  Librarian will also highlight a select number of resources that directly apply to the students’ classroom assignment.

5. During instruction, there will be questions, answers, and discussion as needed.

6. Students will begin research, using the resources discussed during instruction and resources provided on the pathfinder to complete classroom assignment.  Librarian and teacher will be available for individual and group assistance.

7. Students will fill out an evaluation sheet at the end of class (attached).

8. Students will complete classroom assignment “Colonial Times Fast Fact Sheet” at home or the next day during class.


Differentiated Instructional Support
There are a variety of methods used during instruction that will accommodate diverse learners.  These methods include presentation, discussion (question/answer), demonstration/modeling, and reinforcement activity (student research).  The first half of class will be spent lecturing, presenting, and discussing while students take notes while the last half of class will be spent applying what they have learned by conducting research in the library.  During this time, students can receive individual instruction from the media specialist and the classroom teacher.


Extension
Students will be able to use the same research strategies to complete their final project in the unit, which is a video on the mob mentality and propaganda as evidenced in Miller’s The Crucible.


Homework Options and Home Connections
Students will complete their “Fast Fact Sheets” at home if they did not complete them during class time.  They were also shown the website, KnowItNow – http://www.knowitnow.org so the students could ask for other resources if they needed additional help.


Interdisciplinary Connections
Students will be completing a “Fast Fact Sheet” on Colonial America culture as assigned by their classroom teacher.  The students will need to know where the print and electronic resources are located and how to access them in order to complete the assignment.  The same research skills that will be taught and learned can be used for future assignments in any academic content area classrooms.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

Computer
LCD Projector
Screen
PowerPoint Presentation
Print and electronic resources used for demonstration.

For students
List the materials needed for the students.

Pathfinder
Fast Fact Sheet (Classroom Assignment)
Evaluation sheet
Media Center’s print resources
Internet and other electronic resources


Key Vocabulary
Evaluation criteria
Information resources
Electronic resources
Online catalog
Puritans
Colonial America


Technology Connections
Student will be conducting research at school on the wired computers within the library as well as with the wireless lab (in the library and the classroom).  The students will also be given an extended assignment that will use digital video cameras and video editing software (see lesson 3).


 General Tips
According to the evaluation sheet, students found the instruction on using the print and electronic resources helpful in completing their classroom assignment.  Many students used the electronic resources that were highlighted during instruction.  Few students still relied on “Yahoo” and “Google.”  Also, many students had never heard of a web site evaluation strategy, so it might be helpful to provide them with a print rubric they could use while researching rather than just providing them with information on the PowerPoint.  


Attachments
1. PowerPoint Slides (for instruction)
2. Colonial America Pathfinder
3. Colonial Times Fast Fact Sheet

4. Evaluation Sheet






