	

Lesson Plan Template




	
Grade 9


Content Area:

English Language Arts - Writing
Standard:

04. 

Research
Students define and investigate self-selected or assigned issues, topics and problems. They locate, select and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference and technological sources. Students use an appropriate form to communicate their findings.
08-10 Benchmark
A. 
Formulate open-ended research questions suitable for investigation and adjust questions as necessary while research is conducted.
01. 

Compose open-ended questions for research, assigned or personal interest, and modify questions as necessary during inquiry and investigation to narrow the focus or extend the investigation.

08-10 Benchmark
B. 
Evaluate the usefulness and credibility of data and sources.
02. 

Identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

03. 

Determine the accuracy of sources and the credibility of the author by analyzing the sources' validity (e.g., authority, accuracy, objectivity, publication date and coverage, etc.).

08-10 Benchmark
C. 
Organize information from various resources and select appropriate sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes. 
04. 

Compile and organize important information and select appropriate sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.

08-10 Benchmark
D. 
Use style guides to produce oral and written reports that give proper credit for sources (e.g., words, ideas, images and information) and include an acceptable format for source acknowledgement.
05. 

Integrate quotations and citations into written text maintain a flow of ideas. 

06. 

Use style guides to produce oral and written reports that give proper credit for sources and include an acceptable format for source acknowledgement.

08-10 Benchmark
E. 
Communicate findings, reporting on the substance and processes orally, visually and in writing, or through multimedia.
07. 

Use a variety of communication techniques, including oral, visual, written or multimedia reports, to present information that supports a clear position about the topic or research question and to maintain an appropriate balance between researched information and original ideas.

Library Guidelines

Grade 9

Information Literacy

Benchmark A: Investigate information through independent discovery, peer collaboration, and inquiry learning; read a variety of literary material for academic need, personal interest and lifelong learning; and practice responsible usage and ethical behavior when using library media center materials. 

Indicator 3: Locate resources using a title, subject, author, keyword and advanced searches in the library catalog or with appropriate online resources (e.g., Boolean operators or limiters, copyright year or material type).
Indicator 10: Access government libraries and information services.

Benchmark B: Determine and apply an evaluative process to all information sources chosen for a 

project. 

Indicator 2. Determine the author's authority for all resources and identify points of agreement and disagreement among sources. 

Benchmark C: Apply a research process model to conduct research and meet information needs. 

Indicators:

 6. Analyze the information gathered through note taking, organize information into a logical sequence, and create a draft product (e.g., report, research paper, presentation). 

7. Incorporate a list of sources used in a project using a standard 

bibliographic style manual (e.g., MLA and APA Style Manuals). 

8. Create and communicate findings through an appropriate format. 

9. Evaluate the research process and product as they apply to the 

information need (e.g., does the process reflect the actual information need?). 


	Unit Lesson Plan:  

Information Literacy Skills: Foundations for Research

Lesson Three:  

Scrapbooking To Kill a Mockingbird Using InfOhio

Unit by Miranda Franck and Shelley This

New Bremen High School
Lesson Summary:
Students will search INFOhio—a vast resource—and find, use, and correctly cite artifacts (pictures, texts, pamphlets, maps, etc.) mostly from American Memory, yet also from other databases.  These artifacts will represent things from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.  Students will intertwine themes and a correlating citation from the book.  Research skills and information literacy skills will be enhanced, as will writing coherent paragraphs with integrated citations and an attached, correctly formatted Works Cited page in MLA format.  
Estimated Duration:
 Five forty-five-minute class periods.

Commentary: While reading To Kill a Mockingbird, students will keep track of any themes they learn.  These themes are later discussed, and a scene from the book is cited to back up the theme.  A couple of lessons on correctly citing material and explaining the other steps of the Big6 Research Model are also given.  The Library Media Specialist reviewed the features and basic navigation of several quality resources found in INFOhio’s Core Collection. In the previous lesson the LMS and English teacher led students through a scavenger hunt in order to familiarize them with this invaluable resource.  These previous activities provide the foundation for this culminating lesson.  The scrapbook with pictures, captions, and a Works Cited page will be presented later to the class.

Pre-Assessment:
At the beginning of the unit, students filled out a rubric, which was used to evaluate their own information literacy skills and research writing process.  The results of the rubric were then collated and lesson plans were developed based on the findings.  Feedback from the kids was also gleaned from general discussions.  Directly before the lesson, discussion questions were used and the students filled out a basic MLA style packet to illustrate their understanding of research writing format—how to cite in-text, how to compose a Works Cited entry, and how to format the pages so that there is correlation between the in-text citations and entries at the end.

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher observation and listening to student feedback.

Post-Assessment:
Students will also write a paragraph after the project to track their progress in understanding information literacy and the research process.  The paragraph will be dated and kept in their writing folders. Other post-assessment would be to observe the students’ understanding and implementation of information literacy and the research process during the next research assignment to see if their methods to tackle the project provide for a solid foundation.

Scoring Guidelines:
The attached rubric will be used to grade the final project. At the end of the year, the self-assessment rubric will be revisited to analyze improvement and understanding of literacy skills and research plans.


Instructional Procedures:
1. An overview of information literacy and research writing in MLA format will be given.

2. Theme will be discussed—the definition and a list of every theme the kids can think of from To Kill a Mockingbird

3. For homework, the students will pick their favorite two themes and find the scenes from the book that illustrate the chosen themes.  They will also make a list of possible items they can try to find that will represent their character, place, or thing from the novel. For example, they may find a picture of a dog and say it represents Tim Johnson, the rabid dog that Atticus shot.  The theme that ties to that scene may be about courage.

4.  American Memory—a collection of artifacts—which can be accessed from the Library of Congress website or INFOhio, will be highlighted.  A sample artifact will be shown and the students will be walked through the Works Cited Entry process.

5. Two prewriting sheets for artifact analysis and Works Cited entries will be filled out after the students have searched the American Memory to find artifacts that represent things such as characters or places in To Kill a Mockingbird.

6. From that collected information, a lengthy paragraph with in-text citations will be written as a sort of caption to the artifact picture.  A rough draft of a  MLA-style Works Cited page will be made.

7. A final page will be written which deals with any issue taken from the novel, researched on a database other than American Memory, yet still in INFOhio.  The page will also contain in-text citations and must be related back to a specific passage from the novel.

8. A final copy will be made after students will do a teacher-led edit. They will then evaluate themselves with the provided rubric before I evaluate them using the same rubric.


Differentiated Instructional Support
Students who are struggling would get individual help with the format of citations and could utilize citation machine tools on the internet.


Extension
To add to the historical tie-ins of To Kill a Mockingbird, students could present findings about issues in history during Harper Lee’s life as a child or after publishing the book in 1960.  The information could be from INFOhio or another site that has been evaluated for reliability and validity.


Homework Options and Home Connections
Further research on INFOhio could be homework.


Interdisciplinary Connections
This lesson could easily be integrated into historical research dealing with the 1930’s when the book was set and the 1960’s when the book was published.  The information literacy and the research writing provides a strong foundation to carry the skills to any other class that values research and the ability to read , evaluate, and interpret information.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
 In-text Citations, Works Cited Entries, MLA Format, and the Works Cited Page (pre-assessment ) 

Three attached handouts for use during the lesson 

To Kill a Mockingbird novel

MLA style guide

INFOhio

Computers with access to the Internet

For students
Same as teacher’s


Key Vocabulary
Theme

In-text citation

Works Cited entry

Database

Primary source

Secondary source


Technology Connections
This lesson uses the computer to type the paragraph and format the Works Cited page, the Internet to utilize INFOhio, and a SMART Sympodium hooked up to a laptop and LCD projector.  


Research Connections
What We Know

From IMS: 
Students in the elementary grades should begin to develop the building blocks of a strong research foundation. It is not until adolescence, however, that most students display the increasing abilities to think abstractly, reflectively and critically, which are prerequisites for conducting independent research (Zorfass, 1998). 

Teachers should be encouraged to use research in their classrooms because it has been demonstrated to have a positive impact on student performance. In Educational Programs That Work: The Catalogue of the National Diffusion Network (Lang, 1995), the U.S Department of Education's National Diffusion Network cited many successful programs that used curricula employing techniques of actively involving students in research projects (Zorfass, 1998). 

"We want our young adolescents to develop inquiry skills so that they can be active researchers both now and in the future." 

--Zorfass, 1998, p. 6 

"Here's a chance for individual students to choose topics that really interest them and begin to make a piece of intellectual territory their own. Students can be active learners...gathering material and attempting to explain it to someone else." 

--Zemelman and Daniels, 1988, p. 257 

Teaching information skills (such as individual steps in The Big6) in context and not as discrete tasks. Kuhlthau''s (1993) research into the information seeking behavior of students contributed to her central philosophy of information literacy – that information literacy is not a set of individual tasks or skills, but rather a way of thinking that allows individuals to be the flexible thinkers and lifelong learners who will succeed in the information age."

The crucial importance of ICT Literacy heightens the value of successful implementations. Lowe reports "Eisenberg and Berkowitz (1988) found that the best way to teach information literacy skills (such as the Big6) in curriculum context is through the collaboration of classroom teachers and library media specialists. Brievik (1998) found that the same is true in higher education, as students succeed in integrated courses designed by faculty members and academic librarians."


General Tips
Collect prewriting sheets to be sure kids are on the right track and not filling the picture information out according to the site, but as a representation of a theme in To Kill a Mockingbird.

Attachments

In-text Citations, Works Cited Entries, MLA Format, and the Works Cited Page (pre-assessment handout)
Scrapbooking To Kill a Mockingbird

Artifact Analysis Prewriting Sheets

Rubric for final product

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Unit Lesson Plan:  

Information Literacy Skills: Foundations for Research

Pre-assessment worksheet for Lesson Three: Scrapbooking To Kill a Mockingbird Using InfOhio

Unit by Miranda Franck and Shelley This

New Bremen High School
Name_______________________________________________ Period____

In-text Citations, Works Cited Entries, MLA Format, and the Works Cited Page

Citations

1. What is the complete definition of a citation? 

2. When you are reading an essay, what is the first thing you will come across that signals 

     a citation?  Why is it used?

3. After copying words, what usually goes after the last set of quotation marks?  Be 

    specific and tell me everything.

4. What should you do if the source you have cited has no author?

5. In a citation, why do you ALWAYS take out the period that is inside the last set of 

   quotations?  Why do you not do this same thing for sentences that end in ? or ! ?

6. When should you use ellipsis (…)?

7. When should you use brackets [   ]?

8. Explain the proper format for citing dialogue.

9. In an essay that you are writing, why is it important to lead into a citation?

10. When is it necessary to block quote?

11.  List three ways the block quote format differs from a short quotation (citation)?


1.


2.


3.  

Works Cited Page/MLA Format

1. What is found on a Works Cited page? What is the purpose of making one?

2. Is the Works Cited page always separate?  Explain.

3. What goes in the middle of the Works Cited page near the top?

4. What goes in the right-hand corner of a Works Cited Page?

5. Is a Works Cited page single or double spaced?

6. How do you indent the Works Cited entries on a Works Cited page?

7. Given the following publication information from a novel, correctly construct a Works 

    Cited Entry.  Be sure to check every mark of punctuation and order of information.

The title of the book is Summerland.  The author is Michael Chabon.  The date of 

copyright is 2002.  The publishing company is Miramax Books. It was published in New 

York, New York.  

8. How does a Works Cited entry correlate or match an in-text citation?

9. How do you put the Works Cited entries in order?

10. If a source or some sources have no author, how do you decide which order the 

      entries go?

11. If I had an entry for an Internet site that was seven lines long, how many lines would 

      be indented?

12. What are you supposed to know about articles (a, an, the) in titles?

13. If this—(“Brown” 7).—was at the end of cited words in a paper, what would that tell 

      the  reader?  

14. How many words from a title do you need to put in a citation IF there is no author?

MLA Format

1. MLA stands for ____________________________________________________, and 

    it is a style used for research paper documentation which is used in the humanities.  

2. What information, in the correct order, goes in the top left corner of the first page of a 

     report written in MLA style?

3. What goes in the right corner of every page of a paper written in MLA style? Why?

4. When you write your own title of a paper, what sort of punctuation do you put around 

     the words?

5.  What kind of spacing should be used in an MLA paper?

Practicing Citations

*All sentences given are from the Summerland book for which you previously did a Works Cited Entry. Remember that in an essay, you would lead into the citations and use them to prove a point. Since you have not read it, do not use a lead in here.

For the next set of questions, you will correctly cite one of the above sentences or parts of sentences using the given guidelines as well as the Works Cited information provided.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A. The following sentence was found on page 358: The Big Liars all looked blank.

B. The following sentence was found on page 33: And then, when, finding it at last, he 

     threw the ball in!

C. The following sentence containing dialogue was found on page 359: “All right,” said 

     Annie Christmas.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1.  Cite sentence A.

2.  Cite sentence A using brackets.

3.  Cite sentence A using an ellipses.

4.  Cite sentence B.

5.  Cite sentence C.  

Plagiarism

1.  What is the definition of plagiarism?

2.  Define paraphrasing.

3. Define summarizing.

4.  Do you have to cite paraphrases or summaries?

5.  You should cite everything you borrow unless you are sure that the information is 

     ____________________________.

End pre-assessment handout

Unit Lesson Plan:  

Information Literacy Skills: Foundations for Research

Lesson Three handout for Scrapbooking To Kill a Mockingbird Using InfOhio

Unit by Miranda Franck and Shelley This

New Bremen High School
Scrapbooking To Kill a Mockingbird

The following pieces (pictures) that will be put into your scrapbook will be found on INFOhio—www.infohio.org .  Before searching, you need to brainstorm for specific items to search for which will represent any theme from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.  Once you decide which two themes to represent, you must find the passage from the book that backs up your opinion of each theme.  Next, after navigating through INFOhio’s vast resources, you will find something interesting that ties to the book.  Your item of interest must also be backed up by an in-text citation. As you research, you will compile a Works Cited page for your cited material.

Your scrapbook should contain the following:

  1. Two items such as pictures, maps, pamphlets, ads, etc. from the 

      Library of Congress American Memory Collection that represent each of 

      the two direct citations from To Kill a Mockingbird.

2.  A paragraph-length caption for each artifact from American Memory that 

       explains how the artifact symbolizes the theme from To Kill a  

       Mockingbird.

*You will use your two-sided artifact analysis worksheet to pre-write for each artifact.
 3.  Each caption should include an in-text citation (a sentence or 

       more from To Kill a Mockingbird).

       Example of parenthetical citation: “ When he was nearly thirteen, my 

       brother Jem got his arm badly broken at the elbow” (Lee 1).

*Refer to your blue Citation sheet or your Writer’s Inc Handbook.

 4. You will write a final page which deals with any issue taken from the 

     novel, researched on a database other than American Memory, yet still in 

     INFOhio.  The page will contain in-text citations and must be related 

     back to a specific passage from the novel.

5. Works Cited of the sources you used from the American Memory 

     collections using the format from the attached page.  You will also need 

     an entry for the novel. The INFOhio source will also warrant an entry.  

     The minimum number of entries would be four.

Works Cited guidelines to follow:

   1. Center the title Works Cited one inch from the top and put your last 

       name and page number above it in the upper right-hand corner.

   2. Begin each entry flush with the left margin; indent after the first line

       of each entry.

   3. Consistently double space between all lines.

   4. List each entry alphabetically by the author’s last name.  If there is no 

       author, then use the first word of the title. Disregard articles.

Unit Lesson Plan:  

Information Literacy Skills: Foundations for Research

Lesson Three handout Artifact Analysis Prewriting Sheet for :  

Scrapbooking To Kill a Mockingbird Using InfOhio

Unit by Miranda Franck and Shelley This

New Bremen High School
Name___________________________________  Period _____

Artifacts Analysis Prewriting Worksheet for To Kill a Mockingbird Scrapbooking Project

Answer these questions to help you write your captions for your photographs, maps, advertisements, texts, and so on.  Answer them as if the picture is straight from the book. DO NOT give me a generic description. Remember, the artifact REPRESENTS something from To Kill a Mockingbird. Staple this to your artifact from American Memory, which will also have the Works Cited information on it. Fill out one for each artifact.

1.  Who or what is the picture representing?

2.  Where and when is the picture set?  Be specific.  (Time of day, year, 

     neighborhood).

3. What specific theme, or lesson learned, does the artifact represent?

4.  What scene/moment of To Kill a Mockingbird does this artifact 

     represent? 

5.  Correctly cite the page numbers and corresponding passage from your 

     novel that illustrates the theme.  Use the Citation handout I gave you.

6.  In the novel, what happened before what is represented by the artifact?  

     What will happen next?

Unit Lesson Plan:  

Information Literacy Skills: Foundations for Research

Lesson Three Rubric for Scrapbooking To Kill a Mockingbird Using InfOhio

Unit by Miranda Franck and Shelley This

New Bremen High School
Name___________________________________________ Period______

To Kill a Mockingbird Scrapbook Rubric



Picture Caption # One Guidelines:
_____ / 15
The caption is well organized and well explained with plenty evident own thoughts. 

_____ / 5
The picture clearly ties to the clearly stated theme.

_____ / 5      The citation provides a glimpse into the targeted scene.



_____ / 5
The passage from the novel is correctly cited and properly led into.



Quotation marks, Page number,
Parentheses,
Period placement




Picture Caption # Two Guidelines:
_____ / 15
The caption is well organized and well explained with plenty evident own thoughts. 

_____ / 5
The picture clearly ties to the clearly stated theme.

_____ / 5      The citation provides a glimpse into the targeted scene.



_____ / 5
The passage from the novel is correctly cited and properly led 

         

into.



Quotation marks, Page number,
Parentheses,
Period placement




INFOhio tie-in:

_____ /10
cited information from an INFOhio database that ties into or provides a real-life example of something from the 

                    novel

_____ / 5
cited passage from novel backs up assertion

_____ / 10
both passages are correctly cited and led into

_____ / 10
own analysis is interwoven through the citations 

_____/  5
all cited material correlates to the Works Cited page

_____/  5
proper spelling, usage, and mechanics throughout

Works Cited Page:
_____/ 3
The title Works Cited is centered and the last name and page number are in the upper right corner.

_____/ 2
Double spaced throughout




_____/ 6
The entries are in alphabetical order by the author’s last name.

_____/ 4
First line of each entry is flush left with each subsequent line indented.

_____/ 24
Individual Entries are correctly done with correct placement of 

punctuation and components.  Each entry is worth eight points.

______/ 153 
Total Points Possible 

Comments:  




