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English Language Arts Standards:

Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text Standard

A. Analyze whether graphics supplement textual information and promote the author’s purpose.

B. Explain and analyze how an author appeals to an audience and develops an argument or viewpoint in text.

Literary Text Standard

A. Analyze and evaluate the five elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, point of view and theme) in literary text.

B. Identify similar recurring themes across different works.

C. Analyze the use of a genre to express a theme or topic.

D.  Critique an author’s style.

Writing Conventions Standard

A. Use correct spelling conventions.

B. Use correct punctuation and capitalization.

C. Demonstrate understanding of the grammatical conventions of the English language.

Writing Process Standard

A. Formulate writing ideas and identify a topic appropriate to the purpose and audience.

B. Use revision strategies to improve the style, variety of sentence structure, clarity of the controlling idea, logic, effectiveness of word choice and transitions between paragraphs, passages or ideas

Edit to improve sentence fluency, grammar and usage

C. Apply tools to judge the quality of writing.

Prepare writing for publication that is legible, follows an appropriate format and uses techniques such as electronic resources and graphics

Writing Applications Standard

Write a persuasive piece that states a clear position, includes relevant information and offers compelling evidence in the form of facts and details.

Research Standard

A. Organize information from various resources and select appropriate sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.

Library  Guidelines:

Library-based Technology
Demonstrate effective usage of library-based technologies, including the Internet and other electronic resources for teaching and learning.

	Lesson Summary:
Using a written assignment about “finding your own voice.”  Students will write, edit, refine, and create a visual representation of their opinion of the world in their own mini-book.

Estimated Duration:
2 weeks- 3 days for instruction in Adobe PhotoShop. 

Commentary:This classroom is comprised of reluctant readers . The Technology Instructor will be collaborating on this project to help teach the students Adobe PhotoShop.  Students have a working knowledge presently of how to download pictures. 

Pre-Assessment:
Students will participate in the  “Finding your own voice” writing assignment (see Attachments)

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher observation.  Student self-monitoring. A rubric could be utilized for this.

Post-Assessment:
Completion of the mini-book with visual and written presentation of finding their own voice. Peer review of each others final book.

Scoring Guidelines:
Rubric (See Attachments)


Instructional Procedures:
Media Specialist, Technology Specialist, and Teacher will instruct student in Adobe Photoshop and digital camera use.

Students will download pictures or take pictures to visually represent their personal writings.

Students will use the mini-book template (see Attachment)  to create a small book to present their opinion on a chosen subject..

Students will pass around their mini-books and evaluate each others final project in a peer review using the rubric. 

Differentiated Instructional Support
A spell checker will be provided for all writing assignments.  Very low-functioning students, may need more support to help with the scribing their ideas.   


Extension
Students could perform their writings in a Poetry Slam.  They could display their works in the library and share their views with a Modern World History or Social Problems class. 

Additional writing exercises on finding own voice or to practice finding your own voice.

http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1992/3/92.03.07.x.html

Homework Options and Home Connections
Take their books home and share them with their families. 


Interdisciplinary Connections
This connects very well with Modern World History, Social Problems, and Woman’s Literature.

Technology Standards- are met with the Adobe Photoshop participation.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Computer access, Internet, Adobe Photoshop, color printer, ll x17 paper, mini-book template, digital camera, possible scanner.

For students
Previous writings, computer, Internet access, digital camera


Key Vocabulary
Vocabulary associated with Adobe Photoshop:

Layers

Clone

Zoom

Gradient

Wand

Paint

Eraser

Horizontal

vertical

Technology Connections
Technology coordinator to instruct in Adobe Photoshop.  Internet access to download pictures.

Digital camera instruction

If needed: scanning instruction if hand illustrated

Research Connections
See Attachment- Research for use of technology in education

http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/archives/technology.shtml
http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/methods/technlgy/te800.htm
http://www.startechprogram.org/technology/usingtech.html
http://www.ldonline.org/ld_indepth/technology/tech_writing.html
http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/content/cntareas/reading/li300.htm
http://www.brad.ac.uk/acad/management/external/els/pdf/findingyourownvoice.pdf
http://polaris.gseis.ucla.edu/pagre/zine.html
General Tips
It is very important to monitor students’ perception of the perceived differences between the cultures and religion and for the teacher to encourage tolerance and respect for others. 

Make sure students are downloading appropriate content to network.  Watch that students are on acceptable web sites. 


Attachments
Finding your own voice3
Book Template3
Finding your own voice rubric3 or rubric.cgi
Research for use of technology in education3



