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English Language Arts Standards:

Acquisition of Vocabulary Standard

A. Use context clues and text structures to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

B. Use multiple resources to enhance comprehension of vocabulary.

Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies Standard

A. Apply reading comprehension strategies to understand grade- appropriate text.

B. Demonstrate comprehension of print and electronic text by responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing).

C. Use appropriate self-monitoring strategies for comprehension.

Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text Standard

A. Analyze whether graphics supplement textual information and promote the author’s purpose.

B. Explain and analyze how an author appeals to an audience and develops an argument or viewpoint in text.

Literary Text Standard

A. Analyze and evaluate the five elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, point of view and theme) in literary text.

B. Identify similar recurring themes across different works.

C. Analyze the use of a genre to express a theme or topic.

D.  Critique an author’s style.

Writing Conventions Standard

A. Use correct spelling conventions.

B. Use correct punctuation and capitalization.

C. Demonstrate understanding of the grammatical conventions of the English language.

D. Write responses to literature that extend beyond the summary and support references to the text, other works, other authors or to personal knowledge.

Library  Guidelines:

Literacy and Reading Support
Provide students with age-appropriate fiction and nonfiction reading material and assist in the location and selection of reading materials based on student reading level, interests and information needs.
Library-based Technology
Demonstrate effective usage of library-based technologies, including the Internet and other electronic resources for teaching and learning.

	Lesson Summary:
Introduce graphic novels as a literary genre.  Introduce the book, Persepolis, author, Marjane Satrapi, and read it. 

Estimated Duration:
3 weeks

Commentary:This classroom is comprised of reluctant readers or the time would be shorter. The book deals with mature subjects.  

Pre-Assessment:
Show culturally relevant comic strip and ask students about the comics and discuss the social commentary of the strip.  

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher observation, no points given.

Post-Assessment:
Completion of the book, worksheets, vocabulary, and writing assignments that aid in the comprehension of the story.

Short answer assessment- See Attachments- Persepolis assessment2

Scoring Guidelines:
Students should score with 75% accuracy or higher to indicate a working comprehension of the book as determined by teacher in relationship to individual skills.


Instructional Procedures:
Media Specialist will show various graphic novels and discuss the genre. 

Media Specialist will introduce the author and her life since Persepolis is a memoir of Ms. Marjane Satrapi.

Students will look at various comic strips and discuss as a group the social implications. 

Read the book. 

Students complete packet of materials, vocabulary, questions, and writing assignments as the story progresses. (see Attachments)

 These writing assignments will focus on the students finding their own voice on what they believe about different issues.  These writings will be used in the culminating lesson in this series. 

Differentiated Instructional Support
To help reluctant readers, the class will read out loud the book with students volunteering to read. 

Extension
Students will research more information on the author.  Students will select another graphic novel to read on their own.  

Service-Learning:  Adopt a US armed service unit; send letters, care packages, etc.


Homework Options and Home Connections
Various writing assignments in their packets,   ie: Compare and contrast teen life in Iran to teen life in U.S..

Younger students may need a letter of permission sent home as the novel presents adult themes of:  torture, rape, death, separation, marriage, religious fanaticism.  


Interdisciplinary Connections
This connects very well with Modern World History, Social Problems, and Woman’s Literature. 


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Collection of graphic novels, access to various comic strips, Internet, novel-Persepolis: The story of a childhood by Marjane Satrapi, worksheet packet. 

For students
Paper, pencils, worksheet packet, and novel.


Key Vocabulary
1. p. 3  obligatory

2. p. 4  decadence

3. p. 10  revolution

4. p. 15  fanatics

5. p.18  degenerate

6. p. 28  frivolities

7. p. 31  cadaver

8. p. 43  sentiment

9. p. 47  subversive

10. p. 51  cyanide

11. p. 53  dialectic

12. p. 58  shunned

13. p. 62  proletariat

14. p. 73 imperialists

15. p. 75  regime

16. p. 86  console

17. p. 98  rebellious

18. p. 101  carnage

19. p. 106  vintner

20. p. 115 belligerent

21. p. 117 systematically

22. p. 122  veritable

23. p. 123 asylum

24. p. 138  euphoria

25. p. 143  expelled


Technology Connections
Students will see relevant visual images presented by Media Specialist and teacher concerning the author and graphic novels.

http://www.chuh.org/CHHS/Library/TeacherWeb/English/IranPersepolis.html
see below in research connections.


Research Connections

See Attachment: Additional research on comics and graphic novels to encourage reluctant readers.

http://www.randomhouse.com/pantheon/graphicnovels/satrapi.html
http://www.lambiek.net/artists/s/satrapi_marjane.htm
http://www.powells.com/authors/satrapi.html
http://www.newyorker.com/critics/books/articles/051017crbo_books1
http://www.clermont.lib.oh.us/graphic_novels.html
http://www.answers.com/topic/graphic-novel

General Tips
It is very important to monitor students’ perception of the perceived differences between the cultures and religion and for the teacher to encourage tolerance and respect for others. 

Students may become frustrated with the vocabulary and some of the content if the teacher is not helping them with the comprehension. 

Attachments

Definitions of Persepolis (MS Word Document)

Persepolis questions 1 (MS Word Document)

Persepolis questions 2 (MS Word Document)

Persepolis questions 3 (MS Word Document)

Persepolis assessment questions (MS Word Document)

Additional research (MS Word Document)


