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English Language Arts Standards:

Acquisition of Vocabulary Standard

A. Use context clues and text structures to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

B. Use multiple resources to enhance comprehension of vocabulary.

Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies Standard

A. Apply reading comprehension strategies to understand grade- appropriate text.

B. Demonstrate comprehension of print and electronic text by responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing).

C. Use appropriate self-monitoring strategies for comprehension.

Writing Conventions Standard

A. Use correct spelling conventions.

B. Use correct punctuation and capitalization.

C. Demonstrate understanding of the grammatical conventions of the English language.

Research Standard

A. Formulate open-ended research questions suitable for investigation and adjust questions as necessary while research is conducted.

Communications: Oral and Visual Standard

A. Give informational presentations that present ideas in a logical sequence, include relevant facts and details from multiple sources and use a consistent organizational structure.

Library

Guidelines

Literacy and Reading Support
Provide students with age-appropriate fiction and nonfiction reading material and assist in the location and selection of reading materials based on student reading level, interests and information needs.
Library-based Technology
Demonstrate effective usage of library-based technologies, including the Internet and other electronic resources for teaching and learning.
Information Literacy

Investigate information through independent discovery, peer collaboration, and inquiry learning; read a variety of literary material for academic need, personal interest and lifelong learning; and practice responsible usage and ethical behavior when using library media center materials.
Apply a research process model to conduct research and meet information needs.
Technology Literacy
Utilize the Internet for research, classroom assignments and appropriate personal interests.
	Lesson Summary:
Investigate the recent history, geography, culture, and political climate of Iran.

Estimated Duration:
1 week to 2 weeks.

Commentary:The time difference depends on how complex the class and teacher want to delve into the current political climate. There is a maturity factor involved with a couple of the suggested videos.  I would preview all videos prior to determine appropriateness for your classroom.

Pre-Assessment:
Informal verbal assessment of prior knowledge as to where Iran is located and what has the class ever heard about it. 

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher observation, no points given.

Post-Assessment:
Complete the Worksheet asking about the websites. 

Scoring Guidelines:
Students should score with 75% accuracy or higher to indicate a working knowledge of Iran. 


Instructional Procedures:
Utilize a website designed by Media Specialist that links to background information on history, geography, culture, and political climate of Iran. Students will answer questions based on the information found at each link.  

For the homework assignment, students will need to prepare 5 questions to ask in their interviews. 


Differentiated Instructional Support
To help reluctant readers, students may be paired with a stronger reader and a weaker reader together.  Students who are very low readers may be given a more visual worksheet with reduced questions. 


Extension
Students will watch videos from unitedstreaming.com, and movies that will visually demonstrate life in Iran.  (see Materials and Resources.)  Students will go to websites that contain Iranian bloggers to read about everyday life in Iran presently.  


Homework Options and Home Connections
Have them interview 3 people on what they know about Iran and can they locate it on a map.  Discuss what people think they know vs. what we have discovered. 


Interdisciplinary Connections
This connects very well with Modern World History, Social Problems, and Woman’s Literature.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Culturegrams, Reference books, outline maps, Internet access, videos, unitedstreaming.com access, paper, and pens (see Attachments for video suggestions.)

For students
Paper, pencils, worksheet, interview questions, and a blank map


Key Vocabulary
Muslim

Fundamentalism

Shah

Ayatollah

Shador

Taliban

Technology Connections
Students will make use of the Internet Web Page from media center to link to sites pertaining to Iran. 

http://www.chuh.org/CHHS/Library/TeacherWeb/English/IranPersepolis.html

Research Connections
http://www.chuh.org/CHHS/Library/TeacherWeb/English/IranPersepolis.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
http://tehran.stanford.edu/
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/iran/?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/worldguide/destinations/middle-east/iraq/

General Tips
It is very important to monitor students’ perception of the perceived differences between the cultures and religion and for the teacher to encourage tolerance and respect for others. 

Some students may need instruction in how to find the web pages, open the links, and save to their own files. 


Attachments
Iran culturegram questions1
Video Suggestions for Persepolis and Life in Iran1



