	

Lesson Plan Template




	
#1.  Compose open-ended questions for research, assigned or personal interest, and modify question as necessary during inquiry and investigation.

#8.  Use a variety of communication techniques, visual, written or multimedia reports, to present information that supports a clear position about the topic or research question and to maintain an appropriate balance between researched information and original ideas.

Communication – 8th grade

#1.  Apply active listening strategies (e.g., monitoring message for clarity, selection and organizing essential information, noting cues such as changes in pace).

#5.  Demonstrate an understanding of the rules of the English language and select language appropriate to purpose and audience.
	Lesson Summary:
The purpose of these lessons is to learn good interviewing techniques, to conduct an interview, and to utilize various media to present a summary of the interview


Estimated Duration:
6 – 45 lessons over a six week period

Commentary:

This is the third part of a three part unit.  The third part consists of six lessons


Pre-Assessment:

Students will be asked to list the steps necessary for a good interview.  The steps are divided into three categories: before during, and after.

Scoring Guidelines:

One point is given for each step listed

Post-Assessment:

The final presentation will be used as the post-assessment

Scoring Guidelines:

A rubric will be used for scoring.  Areas included in the rubric for evaluation are research and preparation for the project, content of project, visual elements of project, written elements of project, and oral presentation of project.


Instructional Procedures:

Lesson #1

  Introduction

       Review briefly the work completed in the other two parts of the unit and the Edison MS closing ceremony.  Remind students of the interviews they have previous seen.

  Pre Assessment

        Complete the assessment as described above.  After collecting the assessment, conduct a class discussion to generate the list of steps for a good interview.  This list should be posted on chart paper or a transparency.

 Teach

1. Lay the foundation for this final part of the unit by reviewing the current plans for closing ceremonies.  Current plans include a) a time capsule that will include items from the current school year as well as well historical Edison items b) a scrapbook reviewing Edison’s chronological history c) interview alumni – this will be our part of the closing ceremony.

2. The alumni section will include a) finding people who were students or staff members at Edison hopefully from all eras, b) current students will be paired up and develop questions that will address specific areas, c) interview alumni – student partners will conduct, photograph, and video tape the interview (The video taped interviews will be viewed during the ceremony), d) 8 1/2 x 11 display created from the information obtained during the interview (This display will be posted during the closing ceremony in a time line format. The display may also be part of a power point presentation viewed during the ceremony or the scrapbook)

  Homework

Find people who were part of Edison.  Give each student an Edison Alumni Registration Form.  This form includes directory information, the years and association with Edison, and the times available for an interview.  Students are to ask relatives, neighbors, and friends, if they attended or worked at Edison or if they know of someone connected to Edison Middle School.  Any person who is connected with Edison Middle School who is willing to participate in the interview and be part of the ceremony should complete the form.  Students are asked to bring in the forms and return them to their homeroom teachers.  Additional forms may be obtained in the library.

(As forms return begin an informal schedule of interview times).

Lesson #2
  Teach

Review the parts of a good interview using the class generated list.  Assign student partners.  Present the topic areas that need to be address in the interview 1) basic directory information (i.e. name, years at Edison, grades at Edison, home when student at Edison 2) describe Edison – what was it like to be at Edison 3) Edison map – label the classroom with staff member’s names or redraw 4) memorable experience 5) describe a typical day at Edison 6) what was happening in Marion 7) what was happening in the US.  Students are to spend the remaining time writing 3 – 5 questions for each area.   

  Homework

Finish writing questions for the interview.

Lesson #3

  Teach
1. Review Lesson #2

2. Each student pair will need to have their list of questions.  Students will orally share one or two questions under each content area. These questions could be charted.   Encourage student partners to add to their question list during the class sharing activity.  The final list of questions for each content area should contain 5 – 10 questions.  

3. Following the sharing activity the partners need to finalize a list of interview questions.  This list will be collected at the end of the lesson.

Lesson #4

  Teach

Student partners will practice interviewing with taking notes.  Strategies for these tasks will be discussed after each partner has had an opportunity to role play each part.  Partners will determine their individual roles in the interview.  With their partners, students will practice/role play the interview.  Instruction will also be given on the operation of the digital and video cameras.  Interviews will be scheduled with the Edison alumni.

Lesson #5

  Teach

Students conduct the interview taking notes.  The interview is video taped, and still digital pictures are also taken.  Following the interview student partners review their notes

Lesson #6

  Teach

This lesson may take more than one 45 minute period.  Each pair of students will design an 8 1/2 x 11 poster that will include the photograph of the alumna as well as a summary of the information attained in the interview.  This poster will be displayed at the closing ceremony as part of the timeline.


Differentiated Instructional Support
1. 2 – 3 teachers are involved in each lesson to work with students individually to meet individual needs.

2. Activities throughout the unit incorporate various learning styles.


Extension

Students interested in continuing their interviewing skills could establish a school newspaper


Homework Options and Home Connections

1. Students located former Edison alumni and staff and obtained the information needed to schedule an interview.

2. Students were given the option of completing an interview outside of the school setting


Interdisciplinary Connections
1. Lesson plans were shared with all teachers to enable them to incorporate the content and procedure into their individual classrooms.

2. Teacher updates were given during team meetings on the progress of the unit highlighting the important topics and key words.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
1. Elements of Writing. 8th grade Teacher’s Edition Kinneavy James, and Warriner, John E. Holt Rinehart and Winston 1998 pp 873 – 874.

2. List of steps for conducting a good interview

3. Chart paper or overhead

4. Alumni Registration Form

For students
1. Paper and pencil


Key Vocabulary

Interview, interviewer, interviewee, power point


Technology Connections

Power point presentation


Research Connections

Learning styles


General Tips

Attachments



	
	



